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To the Right Honourable 


CHARLES TOWNSEND, Efq; 
SIR, 

X AST year you indulged me 
' with an opportunity of com- 
municating to you, fbme anecdotes 
(little known) relative to the Mogul 
Empire, and the Rate of our Eafi 
India trade; — in the courfe of that 
conference, you manifefted to me 
fuch profound penetration, and fuch 
a ready comprehcnlion of ihefe fub- 
je£ls, that I coyld not refift cherifli- 
ing a defire, to fubmit to the pub- 
' tic my future labours on thele inter- 
efting matters, under the autpices of 

your 



DEDICATION. 


your name. I lately intimated tliat 
wilK and intention, when you moft 
obligingly and politely favorell me, 
with your pcniiifllon to dedicate to 
you this Firfi Part of a Work, 
which at preient employs my* Icillire 
hours : 1 now avail mylelf of the 
licence you have honoured me with ; 
and beg leave to fublcribe mylelf, 
with true refpcdt, 

SIR, 

Your moft obliged 
and moft obedient 
humble iervant. 


Uount Fella in Surry, 
Auguft 2.1ft, 1765* 









TO 

the 

P U B 

L I C, 


PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 

W HEN a man, excited by an irrefiR- 
able.and laudable impulfe for the 
good of his country, firjl /peaks before an 
Auguft Ailembly; he feels a certain kind of 
dread, awe, and trepidation, which he finds 
himfelf unable immediately to conquer ; ef- 
*|tecjlally if he has not been much ufed to fpeak 
in public, or perchance pofiefles fome fhare 
of modefiy in his compofition.— 'Thus, I 
conceive, it fares with every confiderate 
author, on his firfi appearance before 'that 
Auguft j^embly THE public* 


In this plight I felt myfelf in the year 
J/SS, when 1 exUbited to you a fcenc of 

fi un« 
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unjiaralleied horror and dirtrcfs, which 1 
judged not unworthy a place in our annals; 

jufticc, and the neccfTity of the times, 

lately urged my i’econd appearanoe, and 
obliged me to draw my pen in defence of 
injured worth and charadlcf : but now, by 
life and indulgence grtjwn bolder, (a very 
common cafe) 1 prelent myfelf before you 
of iny own voluntary choice. 

Independency, and a pleafing retirement, 
however lUUiiable in themfelves, have yet 
their feafons of v-uanev and kt/urgy that 
may want filing up. — And happy! ought 
that man to ertcem himfclf, who can em- 
ploy tbofe voids and blanks in time to the 
emolument, or even literary amufement of 
mankind. 

Such is my iltuatlon, and fuch arc my 
motives, for taking up the pen again; mo- 
tives, fo laudable in themfelves, vvlll, J 
truft, engage the candor and indulgence of 
my rea<lcrs for ahy,dcfe<5l8 in the follov^ing 
performarwre. 

'The RaJi-lfidieSy and particularly . 

are now become fo important an ob}e<^ and 
conct-rn iQ Great»Britdiny that every cludl- 
dation tliereof, mud, 1 thinky be acceptable* 
3 that 
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that is founded on fadts> juft obferyations* 
and faithful recitals. 

Through a courfe of thirty years reft- 
dence in BengaJJt my leifurc hours were 
employed in coUedling materials relative to 
the tranfadlions, revolutions and oceurren- 
ces of that invaluable country; and the re- 
ligious tenets of its inhabitants, natives of 
InJuJian'f which I Hattered my/elf, when 
reduced to form and order, might prove 
worthy your attention. 

It is well known that at the capture of 
Calcutta.^ A. D. 1756, 1 loft many curious 
Gentoo manuferipts, and among them two 
very corredl: and valuable copies of the Gen- 
ioo SJjiijiab. They were procured by me 
with I'o much trouble and expence, that 
even the commilTioners of reftitution, 
though not at all difpoled to favour me, al- 
lowed me two thouland Madras rupees in 
rcA^tnpcnce for this particular loft; b^t the 
moft irreparable damage I faffered under 
this bead , of grievances, was a tranilation 
1 made of a c«D5d;;rable part of the Shaf- 
tab, which had coft me eighteen months 
j^ard labour.; that work opened upon me', 
I diftin^ly faw, that the Mythology^ as 
well as the Cojmogorty of the F.gyptianSt 
Greeks and Rorttanst were borrowed from 

B 2 the 
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the dck^rioes <>f the Bratmns^ contained in 
this book ; even to the. copying their ex- 
teriors of worHiip, and the diftribution of 
their idols, though grofsly mutilaicd and 
adulterated. But more of this io the cour(e 
pf my prefent work. 

I (hould in the compafs of one year more, 
witii the clofe application, 1 intended be- 
flowing on it, have accomplirtted a complete 
tranflation of the whole Hbafiab -, that wontd, 
I Hattered myfclf, hayc been a valuable ac- 
quifltton to the learned r..Orid ; had not the 
fatal catadrpphe of hfiy-fix put it totally 
out of my pQwer ever to attempt it again. 

From that change in our affairs abroad, 
a new chain of piyfuits cngrofTcd my time 
and attention ; fo that I could no longer 
<levote either, to rhe fludies 1 had before fo 

much at heart-; however, during the laft 

eight months ox my refidence in Beag^lfa 
being freed from the plagues of govern- 
ment, (thanks to my very honourable maf- 
ters for it) I realirumed my refearches with 
tolerable fuccefs; which, joined to fome ipa- 
xuifcripts recovered by an unforefeen and 
extraordinary event (that podibly I m?y 
hereafter recite) enables me to undertake 
the talk I now. aHign myfclf. 

X 
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It is true I intended a much nobler enter- 
tainment for my readers j but as that is now 
irrecoverably beyond my reach, without 
once more doidding tire Cape of' Good Hope^ 
(to which I feel not the lead inclination) 
wc mall content ourl'elves with the homclv 
fare we have belore us, ranged in the bell 
manner our ftraitened circumflances will 

admit of as it is elientially neccllary at 

this interelling period, that we rtiould be 
able to form I'ome cle;ircr ideas of a people, 
with whom we have had liich important 
tranla-ilions ; and ^ f witom lo litile is truely 
known * 

Having fludioully perufed all that has 
been written of the empire of Iruioftan^ 
both as to its ancient, as well as more mo- 
dern (late ; as al(b the various accounts 
tranfmitted to us, bv authors in ahnoll all 
ages (from Arriany down to the yl'-be de 
Gj/yon) concerning the Hindoos^ and the re- 
lig ous tenets of the lira>fiins, I venture to 
pronounce them all very defcdlive, , falla- 
cious, and unlatisfadtory to an inquiliiive 
fearclier after trutii ; and only tending to 
convey a very inipcrfedt and injurious re(cm- 

• Here I woiili] be underftonJ to mean ibe Ge^tio^s 
only, now Ubouiing under iVluh'^mt turt tyranny, but 
fitted, 1 hope, fooii to iccl the blciHngs ut a mild Bri- 
tijh govcintneiu. 

B 3 
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blance of « people, who from the earlied 
ticnes have hnn an ornament to the < jrea> 
tton-— >if Co mudi can with propriety be faid 
of any known people upon earth. 

All the modern - writers, reprefent the 
Uindoof as a race of Aupid and grofs Idola- 
ters: from the ancients indeed thefe people 
met with better treatment; although they 
too, as well as the others, were equally ig- 
norant in the hibjcfts they treated of. 

The modern authors vino have wrote on 
the principles and wordiip of the Hindoos, 
arc chiefly of the RomiJlj communion ; there- 
fore we need -wonda* the Icfs that they 
(from a fuperflitious zeal infeparabie from 
that communion) Ihould depreciate and 
traduce the mythology of the venerable 
ancient Bramins, on ib (lender a fouruia- 
tion as a few infignifleant literal tranflatlons 
of the Viedam\ and thefe, not made from 
the bbok itlelf, but from unconnected (erfps 
and bits, picked pp here and there by hear- 
fay from Hindoos, probably as ignorant as 
tbemfelves. 

From fuch weak grounds and evidence • 
as this, and by- the help cf a few exhibi- 
iibns of Xhpjeemin^y monflrQus idols of the 
HindcQs, the JPof>^ authors heiitate not to 

(ligmatize 
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ftietiiatize thofe mo(t venerable Tagcs the 
as having inilitMted doilVriiics and 
wor/liip, which i( believed, would reduce 
them below the level of the brute creation ; 
as every reader muft have obferved, wdio has 
initTpent his time in the peruliil of them. In 
the way of their proper calling and func- 
tion, they were however riglit j as havii'.g 
been appointed to propagate tlieir own 
iyftem of tlieology abrrxid j though ftri(ffly 
fpeaking, their own tenets were tnorc ido- 
latrous than the lyilein they travelleil (o far 
to (ligmatize. tliis miftaken method and 
falfc zeal of propagating <?«v Jliifh at (77iy 
rate, 1 beg to be indulged in making the 
following general i-^dcctior-S, which natu- 
rally arile from the fuhje^t belbre us. 

Ill the fiifl: place, I ohlerve, ignorance, 
fuperlUtion and partiality to ourlelves, arc 
too commonly the caulc t>f prefumption and 

contempt ol other-; Secondly, 'I'hat thole 

v\nolc knowledge of dates ;ind kingdoms 
extends no further than rite limits c.t their 
native land, often ima-dne all, heyoiivl it, 
fcarce worth their. tUoughrs ; or at lead, great- 
ly inhrior in com['aillbn with their own; a 
‘concludon natural, though abluril — "^rhird- 
ly, If from clime and country, we proceed 
to individuals j we lhall fee the fame un- 
W<tt'rantable prepulleflttfn, and preterence to 
U 4 lelf 
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ftlf take place ; and proceeding Aill furthe '* 
in our refieiftions, we may obferve, the ttine 
confined way of thinking and judging, 
leads the multitude (and I vvin> 1 could fay 
the multitude only) of every nation 'and 
fc«ft, to arraign and liave in litter detefta- 
tion and contempt, the religious principles 
and, worfliip of all that happen to be out 
of the pale of their own church, or mode 
of faith. 

That every nation and feSi fliould have a 
high and even fuperior opinion of the reli- 
gious principles, under which they were 
born and educated, is extremely natural and 
jufl; providctl they do not, from an intem- 
perate zeal of religious vanity (now lo inucli 
the Jafliion) prefuine to condemn, depre- 
ciate or invade the rc«ig,ious principles of 
others — this condemning ipirit can proceed 
onlv from one of the three l'oJiowin<r 
paufes ; a defc<51’ in uiulei (landing; a w’an* 
of knowledge of the world (in men ard 
things;) or a bad (and rcfllcfs) heart. Tne 
falvation of mankind, fo much pretended, 
has no place in the wi(hcs or labours of thefc 
zealots ; or they would not go about fuck- 
ing whom they can confound in fpirit, dc- 
^(Iroying the peace and tranquillity of their 
fcor fcljQw chriiUa/is, 


Men 
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Men who have been converfant with fo- 
re!^ countries, and made proper apd bcnevo> 
lent remarks on the manners and principles 
of their inhabitants ; will not defpife or con- 
demn the different ways by which they ap- 
proach the Deity ; but revere it ftill as a di- 
vine worfliip, though they may pipufly la- 
ment it deviates fo much from their own. 

To refeue dirt ant nations from the ^rofs 
conceptions entertained of them by the 
multitude, of all other perfuafions, is the true 
bufinefs and indi'ocnfablc duty of a Tr^w/- 
ler ; or elfe his travels and remarks, can 
only amufe his readers, without conveying 
to them any ufcful inftrudlion or folid fatis- 
fadtion, 

A mere defcripiion of the exterior man- 
ners and religion of a people, will no mor«- 
give us a true idea of them ; than a geogra- 
phical dei'eription of a country can convey 

juft conception of their laws and govern- 
ment. The traveller muft fink deeper in his 
refearches, would he fcaft the mind of an 
underftanding reader. — flis telling us fuch 
and fuch a people, in the Kafl or Wejl~hidiest 
worfliip this ftock, or that ftone, or mon- 
ftrous idol j only ferves to reduce in our 
efteem, our fellow creatures, to the mod 
abjedt and defpicable point of light. Where- 
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as, was he (killed in the language of the 
people he delcribes, fufficiently to trace the 
etymology of their words and phrafes, and 
capable of diving into the myftcries of their 
theology ; he would probably be able to 
evince us, that fuch fccmingly prepoftcrous 
worlhip, had the moft fublime rational fourcc 
and foundation. 

The traveller, who without thefe eflen- 
tial requifites, (as well as indullry and a 
clear underftanding) pretends to deferibe and 
fix the religious tenets of tiny nation what- 
ever, dilhoneftly impofes his own reveries on 
the world ; and does the greateft injury and 
violence to letters*, and t4ie caiife of huma- 
nity — How far the produiflions of moft tra- 
vellers may juftly fall under this cenfure, I 
fubmit to the public. 

To the want of this attention and capa- 
city in the traveller, ^^'c may aferibe in 
great meafure, the dcfpicable, and I date 
fay unworthy notion, we too aptly enter- 
tain of mod nations very remote from us ; 
whereas were we better informed, we (hould 
find our minds opened ; our underllandings 
enlarged j and ourfclves infpired with that 
benevolence for our fpecies ; without wliich, 
the human form becomes rather a difgrace 
than ornament. 


I am 
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1 am forry to fay, that in general the ac- 
eoiints publKhed of the 'manners and reli-r 
gious principles of the Eafi and 
dieSf have been in the light and fuperficial 
way before objefled to : but as my know- 
ledge extends only to the former, I (hall 
tonfine my remarks to them ; and endea- 
vor to extricate them in fome degree from 
the grofs abfurdities vvc have conceived of 
them : confciling myfelf araaseid that we 
fhould fo readily believe the people of /»- 
dojian a race of ftupid Idolaters ; when, to 
our coft, in a' political and commercial 

view, we have found tliem (uperior to us. 

♦ 

Having tranfien'dy ma^tioned the Vie 
dam and Shaflahj (the Gentoos fcripturcsj 
it is neceffary, I (lioulJ inform you — The 
book firft named, is followed by the Gentoos 
of the Mallabar and Cormandel coafts } and 
alfo by thofe of the llland of Ceylon-^’Thn 
Sbe^ab is followed by the Gentoos of the 
provinces of Bengali j and by all fee* Gen- 
toos of the red of Indtat commonly called 
Jpdia proper ^ that is to fay-Hthe greeted 
parr of Ori/Jd^ Bengali proper iBabar^^Ba* 
nor as ^ Oud, Ekabas^ Agra^ Ded^^- Sdc. tX\ 
along the courfe of th^ rivers Ganges, and 
yumna, to the Indus, 

3olI| 
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Both thefe books contain the inflitutcs 
of their rcfpedlive religion and vvorHiip ; 
often couched under allegory and fable ; as 
well as the hidory of their ancient Rajahs 
and Princes — their antiquity is contended for 
by the partifans of each — but the limilitude 
of their tuimes^ iJoIs, and great part of their 
worQiip, leaves little room to doubt, nay 
plainly evinces, that both thefe fcriptures 
were originally And if we comp.irc 

the great purity and chafte manners of the 
Sbajlab^ with the great abfurdities and im- 
purities of the Viedam ; we«rreed not helltate 
to pronounce, the latter a corruption of the 
former. — All that I need add here, is, that 
my remarks follow the Sba/iab only. 

Tafte, in reading, differs as much as in 
the choice pf viands. What proves a delici- 
ous moriel to one, is dilgudful to another. 
I was never invited to a feaft in my life, 
that 1 did not regret the abfence of a bill 
of fare : — Therefore to fave you from the 
fame regret, I here prefent you with a lift 
of what is provided for your entertainment 
in the following fheets, in <yght courfes j fb 
that if your ftomach does not ftimulate you 
to tafte the whole ; you will b« enabled to 
fall to, on that diA, which may beft fuit 
your appetite. 


I, Under 
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I. Under , the Firft general head is con- 
tained— A (hort hiftory of the fucceffion to 
the empire oF Indoftan, fronl Aurenge Zehe 
to Mahomet 5i6/aw.— — This fubjedl has been 
already tbuche'd upon by my ingenious friend 

yames' Frafer -, but being foreign to 
his more immediate concern (the invafion of 
Nadir Shaw) he has touched icfo (lightly, as 
to convey a very imperfedt idea of the c/r- 
cumjiances attending the many aftonilhing 
changes that happened in this (hart and me- 
morable period. Theie particulars 1 was fa- 
vored with at PeUna^ A. Z>. 1733» by a len- 
£bie Armenian^ who refided. alternately at' 
Agra and in a civil p>o(l of (bme trud;, 

under the £mperc'‘t ; ducing the courfe of 
thefe tranfadtions. 

II. Tran(adl:»ons the fubahdaary’ of 
Fengalli from the period that yaffier Khan 
ruled the(c provihees, to the ufurpation of 
the government by . Aliverdi Khan ; with 
the extraordinary circumdances attending 
the rile of this lad mentioned Soubab, and 
bis bfother Hodjee Hamet 

Ul. A 

* Tlie aotJd bai - been already treated with this 
part ot my fubjedt, by a |entieman in bis lucubra- 

tions, ptinted in Edinburgh lyoi* under the title of 
• ** tUjUOimt M the gwtrammt of Indoftan, and a Jbort 
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Jll. A fummary account of the provinces 
of BtngaUt (properly fo called :) it's piinci* 
pal towns i their bearings and dMance from 
4»ch other, and from Calcutta \ with ad eili-r 
mate of their revenues i and a fcafonable 
and perfwaAve bint to the gentlemen in the 
EaJl-JnJia diredlion. 

tbt biftaij of Ben^H, from ihe ytiir I7j')p 
** *75^^*** This litdc piece fcU into my hands, ab^ut 

a year and a half after it waa printed. On pcrufin^ 

it, I couTd not avoid being furprrzcd at finding' 
jfythor's ** Short (ketch, was Cjken from part of 

thi Mantifcripti herein bcfore-mPhcionccf, and makes 
from p*g€^ 33 <o 50, of his (econd epiftfc--T— — Thcfc 
Manuicriptf, were penned by me in the year 1750, m 
tny pafiageto jE't^rvpa<fiefn noAterials colle£ted abroad. 
I communicated them, during nvy (hort (lay in £ng>- 
lundj to my friends. Sir William Baktr^ Mr. Mabbat^ 

Mr. ii. Draki^ Mr. Davis and Do£tor Campbell. 

The original was loft at the capture of CaUuita^ but 
after my fecond return in 1757, I learnt, a copy had 
been taken of if Without my knowledge, by a gentle- 
man to whom I fent it abroad — from this copy I 
permitted to take another. How fbt Authir of the ke- 
fleftions came by it, he |)eft knows-~He honours me 
in tranferibiog from ii, botbe would hatre bonoured Uea- 
felf nwre, had he acknowledged from whence he took 
it ; and had not taken fuch fruitlcfs pains to dUguiie 
bia (yet obyjouii) plagiariffii; ^ by mangliag, maiming 
and curtailing my fubjeAain the manner 1 conceive be 
bas done. ' . 


IV. A 
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IV. A fummary view of the fundament 
teJ religious tenets of the Centoos^ follow- 
ers of the Sbajiab, 

, V. A (hort account, from the Sbaflabx of 
the creation of the U'orlds, or univerfe. 

VI. The Geritoo manner of computing 
time } and their conceptions touching the 
age of the nvorlds ; and the period of their 
diUblution. 

Vn. An account and explanation of the 
Getitco falls and fellivals ; with a rcprc- 
fcntation of their grand feaft of the I)rU' 
gab*\ comprifing a, view of their principal 
idols, and the genealogy of their fubordi- 

note deities. If the falls and fcllivals 

of any nation arc once clearly underftood ; 
there wants little more to convey to us a 
diAindl idea of their religious principles 
.the one, being the only true criterion of the 
other. 

VIII. A dilTcrtation on the Gentoo doc- 
trine of the ntetevspfycojis ; improperly called 
Pytbagoreafiy by all who have wrote on this 
fubjc^, ^iMthcrto fo little underftood. 


Having 
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Having thus fet forth my real motives 
for taking up the pen again, and opened 
the j>lan of my intended work ; I (hall here 
clofe' this preliminary difcourie : the favor- 
able acceptance of my labors, by the candid 
public, is all the recompence hoped, or wifli- 
ed for, by their 


Obedient humble icrvant. 


J. Z. HOLWELL. 
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CHAP. I. 

^be fuccejjion of the Mogul I Emperors from 
Auring Zcbe. 

W HOEVER has attentively perufcd 
the hiftorics of the rife of {fates and 
kingdoms, muil have made this melancholy 
obfervatlon; that the approaches to ufurped 
royalty, dominion and power, are gene- 
rally founded, in the firft inftance, on the 
fubdudtion of every virtue from the human 
bread ; as, the facred tyes of juftice, natu- 
ral affection, gratitude and true benevolence. 
A few exceptions may pollibly fublid in the 
courfe of many thouiand years, againft our 
concluhon } but they are fo •very frw, that 
we think they cannot in the lead invalidate 
our general afl'crtion. 

The glittering profpe<5ls of a crown, lb 
dazzle and dim the eye of cool refledfion 
and realon, that it becomes blind to every 
other conlideration of humanity. 
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Ambition, or a reftlefs thirft after power 
and dominion, has ever been the bnnc of the 
civil rights and liberties of mankind; and 
feems to he a paflion implanted in the original 
nature and conflruvftioii of man: — if other- 
wile, his conduit is wholly unaccountable : 
for we ^ce that every individual of the fpecies, 
in every rank and degree, is grafping and la- 
bouring to polTcfs that which every indi- 
vidual is fo materially concerned to pre- 
vetit ; neitltf ol them adverting to this in- 
v'ariaMc truth : That ie who invades the 
liberty, i igltts and property of another., 
gives, at the fame time, a Icflian and juft 

caufe for difpofl'ctTing binijllf. Why tills 

eternal warfare and cci:iiention for dominion 
between man and man, collectively or fe- 
parately, (from his creation to this hour) 
was originally implanted in him, we may, 
in a future diflertation, attempt to folve ; 
here we wdl only lament, that fo it unde- 
niably is. 

The mifcrable. cffcCls of tliis fatal paflion 
for rule, is no where more ftrongly exem- 
plify’d, than in the flioit recital wc are 
going to make of the Inccellors of yluring 
Zelic to the throne of Indrjltin ; to vvhicli 
he himlclf did not arrive without wading 
through a fca of blood, and a continued 
chain of almoll unparaUcl'd religious fraud, 

per- 
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perfidy and cruelty : leavisig on record a 
riagraiit proof. That no tyes, however I'a- 
cred, can refill, or come in competition 
vvitli, the charms of royalty. I iis bloo ly 
example was very exadly copied by his 
defeendants. 

Atiring Zebe deceafing the 2 1 ft of /i’- ylnna 
briiary 1707, was luccccded in the throne 
by h is I'ccond fon Mabommal Miitrzm ; for, 
notwithftanding the pofitivc irji!n\.Hi{;n in 
Aiiring Zebe'^ laft W'iil, in favour of his 
f(jn Mahomnu'ii Azetn Shitu\ Miihotnmcd 
Miitizm adijptiiig the fucccidul ex>nnp!c of 
his father, dilputtd the crown witli his Auriny 
elder brother; wlio. in battle near 
was defeated aiul killed, MaLotnaud Ahuiznt 
was immediately procKiimeJ Kmperor, and 
alTiiined (amongll: other titles mentioned by 
Mr. Urof'er) the title of Shaw Ailnm, Ki.'rg 
qJ' the H'.rld. I have, in my collei 5 lion, 
two gold Mohurs ftrutk in this Emperor’s 
Reign, Anno i7'- y» and 1711; on the firft 
is iinpreft'ed Shaw AHum-, on the other, 
Bahadr Shaw, 'The yaliant Kintr ; which 
title he was, lattcc'y, fondeft of. 

H is reign, though extended to the term 
of fix years, was unhappy and turbulent. 

The fortune of war gave him the fuccelfion 
to his father’s doiniiiioiis; but he fucceeded 
C 2 n()t 
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not to hl$ capacity and fame : perplexed 
stow AU with the reillefs ambition of his four Jbns 
^*** who in his life time (hewed themfelves 
competitors for his crown, he died 'of dif- 
content and grief. Anno 1 7 1 3.> 

Their names were, Mauz O'din, Mabom- 
med Aztntt Raffeetl al Kaddr^ and Kbojijia 
Aitn Akbtyr : they had been (bme years Govcr- 
* 7 > 3 * nors of diftinft provinces, and were each, 
at the death of their father, at the head of 
a puiffant army to fupport their feveral pre- 
tendons to the throne. 

Mahommed Aztmy being fuperior in force, 
wealth, and reputation, to the other three 
brothers; they joined in league againil him ; 
taking the mod folemn oath on Khoratty to 
be faithful to each other, and to fubmit to 
an equal partition of the Empire, in thirds, 
as foon as they (hould defeat and fucceed 
againA their brother. 

In confequence of this compact, the three 
brothers united their rdpedlive armies ; and 
a general battle enfued ; in the firft heat of 
which, Mahommed Azm was killed by the 
(hot of an arrow, as he was gallantly charg- 
' Aum elephant, the center of bis bro> 

1714. thers army; which he was informed was 

com- 
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commanded, in perfon, by his cldeft bro- 
ther Mauz O' din. 

The treafures of Mabommed Asam^ by 
the dexterity erf" Zulfecar Khan^ an Omrali 
in the intereft of Mauz O'din^ fell into the 
hands of the latter j with which having 
privately bought over mod of the troops of 
his two remaining brothers, he attacked 
them on the field of battle, in violation of 
his foiemn oath. 

The brothers being no ways prepared for 
this fudden, unfurpedted and perfidious 
Aroke ; were capable of making but fmall 
refidance ; the elder t-f the two, Ra^eeil at 
Kaddr, was prefently killed ; and, what is 
worthy remark, fell upon the body of his 
brother Mabommed Azim, KJjqjiJIa Akbter, 
the younged of the four, colledling fbme 
few of his own and Raffeeil at KadJr% 
troops, ded towards the province of Deccan, 
his government; but being purfued and at- 
tacked by Mauz O’ din, fhared the fame fate 
with his brothers. 

Thus Mauz O’ din became, like his father 
and grandfather, pofTefled of the throne of 
Indojlan, by the perfidious dedrudlion of 
his brothers ; one circumdance however 
cnight be pleaded in behalf of Mauz O' din, 
C 3 which 
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which neither of the other two could lay 
any claim to, — for he was the legal heir to 
the crown : but it may alfo joHIy be faid, 
that he had waved and given up his legal 
right, when he enterel into the voluntary 
compatfl with his brethren. He was pro- 
claimed Emperor by the .ftile and title of 
Mauz O' Jin ^ebandar Shaw^ The King who 
poffi^iis the Worldy and appointed Zalfccar 
Khan his Vizir. 

si-a-M Je- yehandar was a weak Prince ; and very 
^^ter he thought bimfelf in fecure pol* 
17' 3* feflion of the throne, he funk and loft him- 
felf in the luxuries and debaucheries oPthe 
Seraglio: fo wholly devoting his hours to a 
famed courtefan called hoi Koar, .(better 
known in Indoflan by the name of Loll 
Koo ee) that he negledtcd every duty which 
ought to diftinguiflt the Man, and the King 

This courtefan was of exquifite beauty, 
and highly excelled as a dancer and finger, 
in which profeftion fhc was originally bred; 
behdes thefe qualifications, it is faid, her 
converfation was engaging and bewitching. 
The Monarch, intoxicated with her allure- 
ments, had no will but hers; by her in- 
fluence (he filled all places of the higheft 
truft and honour, with her bafe relations. 
This infatuated conduA, brought the Em- 
peror 
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peror and Empire into the lowed con> 
tempt ; and gave univerfal difgud to all the 
Omrahs and great officers of the kingdom i 
who one by one, under various pretexts, 
withdrew themfelves from court ; and me- 
ditated a favourable conjcdiure to depofe 
their fovereign. 

Amongd the difaffefted, were two Gene- 
rals and Omrahs of the court, of didiirguiffi- 
ed charadfer and authority; named Hojfan 
jily Khan ; and Abdallah Khan j brothers of 
the tribe of the Seydst for whom Mahome- 
tans bear a religious veneration. Thefe, in 
concert with others of the Omrahs, deter- 
mined to raife Maliommed Furrukhitr to the 
throne ; and fuddenly, at the head of a 
choice body of troops, retired towards Ben- 
gal^ where Furrukhsir then redded. 

This young Prince was the fon of Ma- 
lommed Azim^ already mentioned, and ne- 
phew to the Emperor ; he had redded ibme 
years at Daccat (then the metropolis of 
Bengal) by the appointment of his grand- 
father Shaw Allumy where he was fo much 
beloved, that tKe inhabitants of that city, 
to this day, in their common fongs lament 
his fate, with tears; and celebrate his me- 
mory. 

C 4 
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When Furrukbstr fipft received advice of 
Sba’iv /illume death, and the fatal cata- 
ftrophe of his father and uncles ; be with- 
drew from Dacca j knowing his uncle, Je-- 
bandar, would never think himlelf fecure 
on the throne, whilft fu near a pretender to 
it was in being. Much perplexed, and ir- 
refblute what courle ro take, as he was at 
the head of an inconfiderable, but faithful 
body of horfe, retiring out of the province, 
he w'as met by exprefs melTengers from the 
revolcers; urging his immediate advance to 
Patna in the province of Bahaar % where on 
his arrival he was received by Seyd Hojfan 
Aly Kban, Seyd Abdallah Khan, and other 
principal Omrahs and Officers j who in- 
llantly proclaimed him Emperor of In- 
dojlan. 

On the hrA: news of this revolt and com- 
petitor, the court was ftruck with a panick j 
but the Emperor, buried in the embraces 
of his beloved Loll Kooree, treated it as an 
impotent attempt hardly worth his notice $ 
contenting himfdf with fending his fbn 
Las O' din, at the head of 1 5000 horfe, to 
fupprefs him; with orders’ to bring the trai- 
tor’s head. 

Exprefs after exprefs arriving with in- 
telligence that Furrukbstr's party gained 

flfcngth 
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llrength every hour ; and that he was in full 
inarch towards Agra ; the Emperor re-in* 
forced his fon with a large body of troops, 
under the joint command of his Vizir Zul^ 
fccar KboHt &nd his favourite Gokukias Khan ; 
between whom there fubfifted much private 
jealoufy and enmity. 

Furrukhsir had by this time drawn to- 
gether a refpe£lable army ; and thought >7'$* 
himfclf ftrong enough to quit Patna ; which 
he accordingly did, and by forced marches 
advanced as far as Cbivalram in the pro- 
vince of Eieabast where he was met by Eas 
O' ditty at the head of his 15000 horfe. 

This young Prince, after a fhort conteft, 
perceiving the fuperiority of the enemy’s 
forces; thought it advifeable to retreat to* 
wards Jlgray which he did In good order 5 
and in a few days was joined near u 4 gra by 
the troops, fent by the Emperor under the 
command of the Vizir and Gokuldas Khany 
to reinforce them : here it was relblved to 
wait the approach of the enemy, for which 
they did not wait long ; and a general battle 
quickly enfued. 

The Emperor's forces, by the advice of 
Zulfecar Khany were formed into three di* 
vifions. The center was commanded by 

Eas 
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Eas O’ Jin ; the right by Gokuldas Khan ; tnd 
the left by Zulfecar^ Khan, 

Wurrukbstf' observed the like dividon of 
his forces. He gave the command of his 
cenftr to Seyd Hcjfan Aly Khan j 'the right 
to Seyd Abdallah Khan ; and led on the 
left himielf; preferring this, as the pod: 
of the greateft honor ; becauie it was the 
poft ol^ greatell danger, as being oppofed 
to Gokuldas Khan ; who commanded the 
right dividon of the Emperor’s forces ; and 
was juftly efteemed the mod confunwnate 
general and intrepid fol^ier in the Em- 
pire. 

Mr. Frafer in his Ihort narrative inti- 
mates, that tl^ Emperor was in perfon in 
this engagement j but herein his intelligence 
deceived him : for it is a known fa6l, that 
he was never routed (b far from the lethar- 
gic pleafures he was immerfed in, as once 
to qui^ the Seraglio ; and indeed the flat- 
tering informations that were* hourly con- 
veyed to him of 'the defeat of the rebels, 
by Loll Kooree (who dreaded his abfence) 
prevented his ever beftdwing a thought 
that way ; until it was to6 late to think of 
it to any purpofe. But to refume our fub* 
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The battle was fought with great obAi» 
nacy and gallantry on both fides.— -Wonders 
are recorded of the fpirited actions and per- 
fona! bravery, of Eas O' din and Gokuldas 
Khan ; and not lei's reported of the valour 
of Furrukbiir^ and Seyd Hoffan Aly Khan ; 
but the decifive ftroke of vicflory was given 
by Scyd Abdalhih Khan: this General, ob- 
terving the Vizir draw off and retire with 
his divinon, wheeled and vigoroufly attack- 
ed Eai O' din in flank ; whilfl he was hard 
prefl'ed in front by Styd Mojfan Aly Khatjy 
Eas O' din at the 1-atne time learning that the 
biave Gokuldas Khan was killed, and his 
right wing defeated by Eurrukbstr j a gene- 
ral rout foon followed. — Eas O'din efcaped 
with difticulty from the battle ; and by a 
change of fwift horfes reached JDelby, where 
in the prefence of his father, he died of his 
wounds in an hour. 

Eurrukbstr prudently ordered the troops 
to be fpared in the purfuit. This clemency, 
and the addreflfes of fome emiflfaries fent 
amongd them, operated fo ftrongly on them ; 
that, to a man^ they revolted from the Em- 
peror i and joined Eurrukbstr : whole tri- 
umph, on this happy fuccefs, was greatly 
abated by the abfence and fuppiofed death 
of Seyd Hoffan Aly Khan, Short lighted 
mortal ! little didft thou at that time know, 
1 that 
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that thou wert regretting the lofs and life 
of the man, who in a very fhort period 
would deprive thee of thine own ! — A large 
reward being promifed by the Prince ; and 
fearch being made j Seyd Hojfan Aly Khan 
was found amongd the flain with figns of 
life, and his recovery eifedled. 

The treacherous conduct of the Vizir 
Zulfecar Khan^ it was faid, proceeded from 
cowardice, and refentment at Gokuldas Khans 
being joined in the command with him 
(a fource from which the greated defigns 
have often proved abortive.) When he re- 
tired with his divifion, he made the bed 
of his way to Delhy j where, foon after, the 
arrival of the unfortunate Eas O^din^ too 
plainly fpoke the dediny of the Emperor 
bis Father. 

Some feeble attempts were made to raife 
frefh troops, and put the city in a podurc 
of defence; but the fudden approach of 
Furrukbstr, put a . period to every hope. 
The Emperor, his uncle, fell into his hands 
without refidance. . His head was imme-. 
diately cut off ; and his trunk being fixed up- 
on an elephant, was expofed round the city. 
His Vizir, Zulfecar Khan^ was tied by the 
feet to the tail of the fame elephant, and 
tltagged until he expired : a death cruel. 
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and efteenned the moH: didionourable that 
can be indicted upon a criminal j but fcarccly 
fevere enough for that minider who facrifices 
the irttereft, and caufc of his King, to his own 
private rcfentments. He w'as little lament- 
ed ; for by his mal-adminidration, whild 
Vizir, he had acquired the univerjal hatred 
of the people. 

Mauz O' din yebauder Shaw thus falling Annt 
a facridce to love and indolence j Mahom- 
med Purrukbsir was proclaimed Emperor oi Fur 
Indojlarit without oppofition. The firft adls rukhur. 
of his government confided, in rewarding 
thofe who had raifed him to the throne. 

He appointed Seyd Abdallah Kban his /'V- 
zir ; and Seyd Hoffan Aly Khan his Bukjld, 
or Pay-Mader General, with the title of 
Emir al Omrab ; (Phe Prince of Princes) 
and bedowed upon him the government of 
Deccan', fuitably rewarding the other Om- 
rahs that had rendred him fervice. 

But before we enter on the reign of Fur- 
rukbsir, we beg to be indulged a few words 
on the late murdered Emperor Jebander ; 
whofe charadtef very minutely refembled 
that of the unfortunate and licentious Ro- 
man, Marcus Antonius. 


He 



( 30 ) 

He was thought by his father, S/jtiw AU 
tum^ the only General capable of repulfiog 
the dangerous annual invadons of th^ 
luccctis\ which threatned the Empire on the 
fide of Perpa. Frince Miui-z. O' din was fenc 
againil tliefe warlike people, at the head of 
the choicad troops in the Empire ; and in a 
continued campjigfi of fiv'e years, lie had 
many and lignal battles with the invaders ; 
that gave him vaft renown. In one of thefc, 
when the enemy was intrenched behind a 
flrong and thick wood, on which fide they 
could only be attacked, 4ie cut a paflage 
through the wood ; forced their intrench - 
ments fword in hand, and hardly any of the 
enemy efcaped the fla»ghter. No fooner 
were the particulars of this aiflion arrived at 
court, than the Emperor his father, gave him 
the title of Prince of the JLitchets ; one fjf 
the huiornry titlei ever lince given to the firil 
Prince of the blood. 

His difpo/ltion, befjrc he came to the 
throne, was fo engaging and amiable ; that 
he became the idol of the whole I'.mpire. 
This drew on him the jcaluufy of his father } 
who, to counterbalance his growing influ- 
ence, heaped that partial power and favor 
on his lecond fon, Nlahomnied A~ini» (the 
father of Furrttkhsir) which enabled him to 
make the ilmd he did againfl his brother’s 
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legal right of fucceffion j at the demife of 
Shaw AUum j as before recited. In fhorr, 
if he could be defended from that perfi- 
dious ftrokc againfl his other two brothers ; 
and had elcapcd the bewitching fnares of 
that eaftern CleopiUra, T^oll Kooree ; he mofl: 
probably would have left a more fhining 
charadler, (and a mueii more honorable one) 
on the records of Jamc, than that of his 
grandfather Auring Zebe. 

JLoU Koar had the honor of being con- 
demned, for life, a prifoner in tlie royal pri- 
fon, or caflle of Selimgur. Some of Jier 
bafe relations, who hud been r.iifcd to places 
of high trull, were cut off by the conqueror ; 
and others degraded. 

Furrukhiir having obtained tlie diadem, 
as before related, peace Jeemed to be fettled 
in the Empire : but the evil deftiny of that 
Prince forbad its long continuance. During 
this period, the power of the Seydi grew 
enormous ; and left the Emperor the name 
and trappings of royalty only : for they dif- 
pofed of all important polls by their foie au- 
thority ; amaffed immenfe wealth, and fe- 
Kjuellered the public revenues to their own 
private emolument ; lecuring thereby the at- 
tachment of the principal officers of the 

crown : 
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crown : who (with a very fe\y excepdons) 
were intirely devoted to their intereft. 

Furrukbstr very loon law, and felt hk 
defpicable ftate of dependance ; but could 
not eafily forget, how much he owed to the 
fpirited conduct and friendlhip of thele am- 
bitious brothers. He patiently fubmitted to 
the many indignities he labored under : with- 
out meditating any thing againft them ; the 
life and crown they had given him, he knew. 
Hill depended too much on their will and 
dilpolal : he dreaded theia power, which iiv* 
deed was greater than any lubjedts in this de- 
fpotic government can podcfs, with fafety to 
their Prince ; or than oen be conliftent with 
his honor. 

Wearied at length, at finding himfelf 
this cypher of a King ; he nobly determined 
to free himfelf from the lhackles with which 
he had been bound fo long ; by having both 
the brothers aHadinated at the fame time : 
Ahdallab Khan a{ Deity, and Hojfan Afy 
Khan, as he was upon his march to his go- 
vernment at Deccan ; where he was going 
to difpoHefs Nizam al Muluck^ 

A delign, fo complicated in its nature, 
could not be carried on without being com- 
municated 
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pnUoloaiKd to. many | amoagft Uietkr th« Em* 
ohie^y intra(^c4 8n4 depended on the 
Pmr^s, iikowhnm Kb«n^ altd 
yutaliit bx thi execution of it \ they heiiig 
idmolt the only two odieere itbout |l'« eojiirf, 
who had ^cn negle«itcd 'by the powerful 
iieyds. Kl)pjui9ran was furpe<Sted pf betray- 
ing the whole to Abdallah Kion : whether 
Ihis was the fa6t, is uncertain ; but if is voy 
certfin^ both the brothers had early IntelU- 


gcBce of tl)e defign iigainft tbepi i and do- 
Termuied to have the dart* by depdhng flu; 
Emperor. 


The Vizir immediatdy withdrew fropi 
eourt } lent eapreis upon express to rocid his 
brother j and put himlclf at the head of a 
body of troops* wbofe comnaaudor jbe oyai# 
by virtue of his pojd. 


furrdkbttr finding his intentions »g^in(^ 
idfp St^s dircoyeired'' l^d recourfe to dij^- 
.muiation ; He fept hja fpotjMr to the Vi?le j 
gharg^ with his fo)enM> pFpteftations pf fbe 
baUhood pf the iofornaatiop the Viplr had 
yaneUteda and with prpfeffipna of inyitdabie 
isiendibip and *fi«aion iptreating, th»f h$ 
would return tp court a gnd conftadtA any 
advipes be might haye difpmtched |p bif 

p 7k9 
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The Vizir having no room to doubt of 
his intelligence of the Emperor’s projedled 
afiadination, returned for anfwer — That, as 
a mark of the dncerity of his profeflions, 
he Ihould difcharge his guards and fervants } 
and fubmit to receive fuch as he, the Vi- 
zir, Ihould think proper to place about him. 
This hard condition the Emperor abjectly 
and unadviledly confented to ; and the Vi- 
zir, contented with this fecurity, waited the 
arrival of his brother, without proceeding 
further. Thele events fell out about the be- 
ginning of the year 1719. * 

Seyd Hojfan jilt Khan returned at the 
head of a llrong body.of hotfe, immediately 
on the receipt of his brother’s letters ; and 
arrived at Delby the 14th of February 1719 j 
where after a ihort conference with the Vi- 
zir, and /Ijeet Singh ( Mahah Rajahs and 
father-in-law to the Emperor) and with 
feveral principal Omrahs j they all proceed- 
ed to the apartment of jiuring Zebe's 
daughter in the cadle of Selimgur j and de- 
manded the delivery of Rqffeeil al Dirjaat, 
(fon of Raffteil al Kaddr, third fon ot Babadr 
Shaw) a youth about i 7* years of age ; pro- 
claimed him Emperor of Indojlan } and fwo£C 
a'legiance to him. 
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Proceeding thence to the palace with their Anna 
ncvit King, as foon as they came into 
prefertee of Furrukhnr ; the HeyJs upbraid- ufrjah. 
ed him with perfidy and ingratitude ; and 
jijeet Singh, with the breach of his corona- 
tion oath ; in impolin'g the jeferah (or poll 
tax) upon the Hindoos : they then j)ivefted 
him of his fword, and enfigns of royalty j 
and, with little ceremony, informed him 
they had raifed Raffeeil Dirjaat to the throne ; 
to whom they forced him to pay obeifance ; 
and then imprifoned him in a tower over 
the principal gate o^ the citadel. 

The day after his innprifonnjcnt, he was 
mifcrably deprived of his fight. On the 
fecond, he attempted to finifh his torments 
by a dofe of poifon *, but it proved ineflcdtual j 
on the third day, the Vizir c'^eentibners 
to ftranglc him ; but sis loon as he felt the 
cord about his neck (flill wretchedly defirous 
of life) he interpofed his hands, and forcibly 
broke it ; dragging on, thus, a miferabie 
being, until the next day, the 24th Febru- 
(try 1719; when he was at laft ftranglcd, af- 
ter a reign of little more than four years. 

Mr. Fr^cr fays, feven } but this cannot be } 
for, by his own account, Auring Z(be de- 
ceafed in the beginning of the year 1707: 
his fon, Sbano Allum, reigned fix years ; that 
is, to the beginning of the year 1713* Fu*"- 
P z rukbijr 
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rukhsir was murdered in the beginning of die 
year 1719: fo that if his fucceflion had^ 
been uninterrupted, it could have br^n no 
more than lix years : but the intervening 
reign of his uncle, Mauz O'din Jebandar 
Show, who fat on the throne 1 8 months, re- 
duces the reign of Furrukbsir to four years 
and fix months. 

The SeyJs finding they had miftaken the 
genius of the young Emperor Dirjaat, 
(whom they had raifed to the throne in pre- 
ference to his elder brother' Raffeeil al Dov>» 
/atf as judging his youth would be more 
fubfervient to their views) took him off by 
jiujttlui poifo’’ » when he had reigned about three 
Dfw.’a/. months : and railed to the throne his eldeft 
siav/jf brother, juft abovementioned, who alTumed 
the ftile and tide of Shaw yebarit (King of 
the mrld.) 

The brothers, intoxicated with their cx- 
cefs of power, began by various afts of 
opprefHon to create themfelves enemies from 
ail quarters : the univerfal hatred of the 
people, for their repeated murders, co-opera- 
ting with the envy of the principal Rqjabs 
and Omrabs, (who could endure no Icngar 
to fee the Styds engrofs wholly a power and 
authority in the Empire, which they them- 

ielvcs 
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felves wanted a Hiare in) a powerful party 
was now formed againft them. 

At the head of tb's confederacy were Sa- 
vejee Jeet Singh, (more commonly known 
by the name of Rajah Jaij Singh) Gopaul 
Singh Bowderee, and Chivalram Roy-, all 
pnitfaixt Rajahs. The firft named being he- 
reditary governor of the fortrefs of yigra.-— 

Here it is appofitc that we recite an anec- 
dote of this empire, which is not generally 
known. 

When the Hindoo Rajahs, or Princes of 
Jndoftan, fubmitted to Tamerlane ; it was on 
thefc capital ftipulations : That the Empe- 
rors fhould marry a daughter of Rajah "jeet 
Singh’s houCe : that the head of this houfe 
fhould be, in perpetuity, governors of the 
citadel of Agra and anoint the King at his 
coronation : and, that the Emperors fhould 
never impofe the jeflerah (or poll tax) upon 
the Hindoes. * 

*. Thefc three powerful Rhaafepoot Rajahs, Jinut 
with fome difcontented Omrabs» withdrew ' 7‘9 
themfclves ; and aflembled together in the 
sieighbourhood of Agra : and, on the firfl 
intelligence of the murder of Raffeeil Dir~ 
jaat, releafed (from a forty years imprifon- 
ment in the caftle of Agra) Nicoslr a fon 
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of the great Rkbbar % and proclaimed him 
Emperor : and raifed a reipcdtable army iO 
fupport their election againd that cl the 
Sfydst in favor of iibaw "Jehan. 

On the firft notice of this formidable 
competitor, StyJ HojJ'an AH Khan was dlf- 
patclu'd at the head of forty thoufand horfe 
towards Agra ; and was met, within four 
miles <jf that citv, by I^uos/r's forces, under 
the command of Singh : who putting 

himlclf at the head of hi^ Rhaaf'epootSf in- 
trepidly charged Sfyd Hojf '.m Aly Kban'f> army. 
-A long and bloody coi.Hii^t enfued ; wherein, 
at la ft, Nicosir'h forces began to give way j 
when the Rbaajepootst by the example of 
their Rajah ‘Jeet Singb, dilplayed the yeK 
low jear^ (the Rbaafrpoots lignal for con- 
queft or death) by which means the battle 
had a fuilden turn. Hoffan Aly Khan's troops, 
ftruck with terror at lecing that dreaded fig- 
nal, and the fury with which \hc Rhaafepcots 
returned to the cltarge, loon turned their 
backs and fled j difregarding as well the he- 
roic example, as menaces of their General ; 
who, finding all endeavgurs to rally them 
fruitlefs, made the beft retreat he could with 
them. 

Sbaw yeban wifely profiting by the error 
which had proved fatal to Mauz O' din ; in a 



( 39 ) 

lituation Ilmilar to his own ; immediately 
took the field with the Vizir Seyd Abdallah 
Khan,: and with a large and chofen body of 
men marched to fupport and re*inforce Styd 
Jiojfan Aly Khan. 

This General, in his retreat, or rather flight* 
had been vigoroufly purfued by Rajah yeet 
Singht and his nominal Emperor Nicosir ; 
foUicitous, if polfible, to prevent his union 
with Shaw yeban and his brother j who were 
(they had learned) on their march to his 
fuccour.-— In tnis judicious intention they 
failed j for Hojfan Alt Khan, with his beaten 
troops, joined the Emperor before the Rajah 
could overtake him. Both' armies being 
greatly har railed with their fevere marches, 
the decifive battle, which was to determine 
the poflfeflion of this mighty Empire, was 
delayed until the next day, 

Jlojfan Alt Khan, it was laid, fcleifted the 
evening before the battle, a body of 2000 
horfe ; compofed all of fubaltern officers } 
to whom he gave flri^ command, that they 
ihould pay regard to nothing elfe in the ap> 
proaching engagement, but the cutting ofl^ 
c or taking prifoner Nicosir, or yeet Singh. 

The battle began loon after fun«rife the 
next moaning i and was -fought with in- 

D 4 credible 
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credible fury and obftinacy, for the fpace of 
three hours : but, at length, the party abo’ c- 
mentioned fo well executed what they had 
in charge, that they took Nuosir prilbner j 
which being immediately known to his party, 
they were loon after defeated, or rather put to 
flight : for in th^fe eartern battles, if the prin- 
cipal OH cither fide is killed or taken f>rifoner; 
there is an end generally to the contcll,— — 
The ifluc of this battl ., which was fought 
about t'le middle of yune 1719, on the 
plains of Fattrahadt put Shaio yeban in tran-r 
quil polTeflion of the Empire. 

The Emp -ror gave FIi(o$ir the choice of 
death, or lols of fight : he preferred the lat- 
ter ; which was executed on him in the field 
of battle ; and he then was condudled back 
to his priibn at yigra i a melancholy victim 
to the ambition of others. 

Snvagee yeet Singhs with a body 

of Rhaajl’pcots^ by a well conduifted retreat 
recovered Agra ; and was foon after recon- 
ciled to the King and admitted to favour; 
conformable to the ftcady policy of this go-r 
vernment : in keeping a good ur>derfiandtng 
with the principal Rajahs t and more efpe-* 
friully witli the head of this huufe ; who is 
Cvev capable of raifing and fomenting a very 
farfpidflbl? party, upon any intended revo- 

jqtioQ 
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Indon An this defpotic and pr^vioiia mo^ 
narchy 

Shaw y^boM Tived not long to enjcra bii 
high } for he dkd a natoral crea^ 

Hlhri atcer his return to Dclby^ towards diO 
latter end of the year 1719* Happy I WB 
tiiay fay, in having made this quiet and eaQf 
exft ; for had he difcovered a wilh to make 
himlelf a King^ indeed i it is more thair pro* 
b^ble, he would have ftared thp fame fal9 
with his three predeceifors. 

His death, for Tome days, was concealdf 
by the Angular addrefs of the Seydsi ana 
Hoffdn AH Kban, oh the night that Sba» 
yehnn decea/cd, . privately fet out with a 
/raally but fele^ party of horle for Agra, 
where he pubtKhed his death : and, with the 
participation of the Mbaabah Rajah, Savafee 
yeet Singh immediately proclaimed Mabom- 
med Sbaw, Emperor of Indojtan ; who was 
by the Rajah anointed accordingly. Mabom- 
med Sbato was the only fon of KoqjiJleA 
Abbter, before mentioned ; the youngeft fbn 
of. Shaw Allum. • Soon after, the Vizir and 
the other great- officers of the prown arrived 
%t to psy their fubmiffion to the new 

Ennperor } and were all confirmed in (heir 
polls, 

Afo- 
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. idfibuamed Show was fixui coi^nc^, 
by the^fi^ft movccncDts of the Seyds, that 
^oogh he was raifed to the pofleffioix ^ the 
enfigns and exteriors of royalty s he was in 
eSc& tittle better than a prifbner of Aate 'i 
whilft the jtwo brothers exercifed the no* 
eontrouled authority they had fo long and 
fuccetifully ufurped. He did not wuit 
courage ; but plainly iaw their power was 
too gieat to be attacked by open force : he 
therefore wilcly, for fome time, ditioobled 
his fentimi'nts and refentments ; until he 
could fbtm a proper judgeneht who, amongA: 
the Oinrahs. and officers, were truft worthy ; 
fand in 'whom he could with fafety to him* 
£clf put a perfeA conAdence. 

* It was not long before his penetration 
pointed out she perfons he fought for. 
hommed Amin Khan, Heydr Kjban,.nTA 
KifTidcraTit all Omrahs of the firft rank, he 
was well aAtircd, were inveterate, though 
concealed enemies to the Styd^: to thefe Om* 
trahs therefore hf v^tured to open himfelf, 
about the middle or September 1720 and 
,inoft pathetically lamented his abjeA depeo'- 
daot Aate, undfer tbe tyrant^ of (be Seyd$ i 
imploring their affiAance to extricate* and 
free lum ; themlelves ; and bis people fro$n 
dieir nfurped power. 

‘ This 
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'Thb overture from the Emperw. met. 
,ai4{> a warm reception from the OdomIiss 
they C^ore fidelity to hims and he, on hia, 
part, fwore that Mabommed Amint' Kbam 
fhould fucceed to the Vizirut ; Kbotfdttran to 
the JMbir SuibM ; and be created EnddrAl 
Omrab: and that Heydr Kuli Kbag» (who 
was at this time General of the Ordnance) 
fbotild obtain the Soubahdary oi* Abmeda-* 
bad, 

Thefe preliminaries i&ttled ; and. the fide>. 
lity of thefe TDmrahs fecured, more by 
making it their own intereft, th^n from 
any attachment to the royal family } a fa- 
vourable occafion was only wanting: and 
the Seydi themfelves contributed in fome. de* 
gree to , their own dbwnfal,-— for now the 
meafure of - their iniquity was full,~~toQ 
long had they reigned the opjpreflbrs of their 
Kings, and of the people. 

• 

The firft adl of the Seyds power, after 
the acccflion dLMabfiinmed Sbaw, was to 
oblige him to declare Nixam al Muluck,% 
tray tor; and demand his appearance at 
court. 

"Nixam had been long obnoxious to the 
Se^di : the infurreflion raifed by Rajab Jtet 
Stngb in fevour of Nicosfr, had prevented 

their 
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ihck Jsoking; him fooner j hot 

iiow» having fined Mt A o m med Shm» on fhd 
throne, they dcteimined to rttp|>re(s him. 

' I^iaiam, 9vcU knowing there was no me* 
diom between death and the jealonfy oi the 
fSiydit in pbce of peying ob^ience to the 
ibyal mandate, kiHed gurAnirdars (me€- 
Angers) chat brought it; advanced from 
his government of MaJva to Eugon ; whero* 
he feized the royal treafure; from thence 
he penetrated into Iheccafr, the government 
of Seyd Holpm AH Abans ' attacked the ca- 
pital of the province and took it} afibmed 
the fioubafiiip and fending bii Niah, or 
deputy governors to every part, difplaoed 
thm<i of Ho^'an AH Kban% and treated even 
hie women with grert indignities. After 
dsefe exploits to which it was fetd be was 
privately inftigated by the Emperor, pur> 
pofcly to exafperate the Stydk) he wrote the 
moft fubmifiive letter to the Emperor; exte- 
Boating and palliating the necefiity of a 
conduct, " to which the ty^ny and injuO- 
tioe of the Seyd* had drove^m. 

On news of the outrages comnskted 
by Nizam in the Deccan^ the Emperor pue 
fM a well difiembled rage; and iwore by 
Mabamit, he would take the field agatnft me 
.rebel This refolotion was ^ 
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CM*' a private ccmference with hts aldtbciated 
Otnrahs; it being judged, the fir^Pneceflaiy 
flep'4or the reduction of the(e dangerous 
brothers was, to feparatl them: accordingly 
the Empercsr ordered the Vizir Seyd Jibdal- 
lah Khan to return to Delby^ to jfuperintenci 
the civil adniiniilration ; and prelerve the 
peace of that city during his abience: and 
bimielf, with Seyd Hoffan jiJi Khan, an<^ 
the reft of the Omrahs, took, the field on 
the zSeh of September 1720, with a royal 
and powerful army, for the pretended re* 
duiftion of the rebel Nizam al Mttluk, 

The Emperor made a long march 
day towards tieccavt and encamped late iq. 
the evening. Here the means for afiTaftir 
nating Seyd HoJJifn M Khan were 'adjufted 
by the three Omrahs, to whom the King 
left the execution of this important event : 
they found it necelTary now to difcover their 
defign to feveral other Omrahs, who they 
knew had been deeply injured by the SeydSf 
and were as inveterate as themfelves. Amongit 
theft, one Hyddr. Kbemt a fmall Munfub* 
dar of diftinguiftied courage, was pitched 
4spon to perpetrate the deed ; and as the at- 
tempt muft be attended with apparent ha- 
zard to Hyddr Kban^ Mabommed Amim 
Khanf and Heydr Ktdi Khan, to encourage 
him they folcmoly engaged to be at hand 

with 
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^ith a fele^b p^rty to refcue him from the 
rage of Ttojfan Alt Khan'i followers. 

Early the next morning the (ignal was 
made for decamping, and Seyd fiojffan went 
into the Hmperor's tent to pay his obeifance 
and recei/e his orders : all the Omrahs and 
officers, as cuftomary, were round his tent : 
Hyddr Kban placed himfelf at the door with 
a petition in his hand ; as foon as Styd MoJ^ 
fan came out of his tent, and had feated 
himfelf in his pallenkeen, Hyddr Khan pre- 
fented his petition ; and whilll Seyd Hoffan 
was attentively perufing it, the ailaffin^ab- 
bed him with his kunjaar (dagger) between 
the neck and collar bone, of which wound 
he inflantly expired. 

Notwithftanding the folemn engagement 
to refcue Hyddr Khan, it was judged expe- 
dient to facrifice this daring man, that his 
death might blunt and fatiate, in tome mea* 
fure, the wrath of thole guards who were in 
immediate attendance on the General’s per- 
fon } by whom Hyddr Khan was adaulted 
with the utmoft fury ; and though, draw- 
ing his feymitar, he defended himfelf with 
aftonilhing bravery for ibme time ; yet, over* 
powered by numbers, he was cut to pieces. 
Neverthelefs the tumult raifed about the body 
did not ceale, until Mabommed Amim Kpan. 
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Kkondorarit Heydr Kuli Kbartt and their troops 
came up to quell it. “The Emperor mount- 
ing his elephant and cauHng proclamation to 
be made to the army, that the Embir al Omrab 
was killed by his order, the confuHon fublid- 
ed } except in one quarter ; where live thou- 
fand trogps, commanded by yieraU Khan, 
nephew to the deccafed General, breatl.cd 
nothing but rever.gc : between thefe and the 
royal troops a lharp condidl enfued, in which 
many were killed (on both (ides) amongft 
whom was a fon of Mahommed Amin Kban^ 
but yieratt Khan falling by an arrow dif- 
charged by the King, (who it was faid emp- 
tied three quivers in the engagement) the 
reft called for quarter. 

The Emperor proceeding to the tent of 
Seyd HeU'an AU Khan, fat upon his elephant 
and law the foldiers, by his permifllon, plun- 
der it of a khorore of Rupees ♦. The 
jewels, found there to an equal amount, 
were appropriated to his own uie. 

Mahommed Sbauo, lenllble that but half 
the work was done, whilft Seyd Abdullah 
fiban furvived, 'immediately diredled his 
jnarch towards Delby declaring Mahommed 
Atnim Khan Vizir, and Khondoran, Embir 
al Omrab, 


Ab‘ 


* One MiU!oo Scerliog. 
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.jUMJai Khau mas not jbf /from JOcJhti 
1»)»eD AO exptttls ftom yieratt JUmm ovc^. 
fgok hvoOf advifiog him fof the trsttical death 
his brother i itie iavr his own dai\g|er, ai)4 
Udbrntiy difpatched a trufly officer with a 
psftj or hor/ie to that city, with orders to 
aetatn immediately with Sultan Jhraism^ 
yorager brother of the hoaperors, P-offetil,^ 
JtPtfyaat, and $t^eeii al Dowlat. The.o^ 
hoer executed hie commiffioo with great 
aielerity ; and being returned with Su^ftt 
J^nbimt jIbdaUab proclaimed that young 
IVince Emperor of Imh^an : then patting 
Jhim/elf at the bead of a numerotis aroay^ 
^ back to pneet Mabomnud SbaWf 

The two armies met the latter end of 
OSaber^ jlnno lyzo, and a bloody battle 
oniued. b'tHaiy itood dotthtfui a long time* 
lo winch ioe ,ihould give the day» bat 
.iwhen /bodadlah was on .the etf rge ^ thatch* 
jii^ a certain oonqueft* g Icalonable terih* 
forcement. turned the iffvfi la hivor of the 
Emperor : for during the heat of the en* 
gagement J^o^aBadr .(oepheV of Cbivodram 
Coremor of j priived with a frCfli 

body of trppps } theite affiulting |he, reaciuid 
ffimk cf jAbdaUaSi arihy wkb the gteatpA 
intrepidity,.* total and rout Xopo fob* 

lowed* S^d AbdAlab wps . t aken . jwj» 
ifonert the 

fideraclnr 
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^deration of his owing him the crown h^ 
wore; but condemned him to perpetual 
impriContnent (as recited more minutely by 
Mr. Frqfir) fequedring his vad po0effioh^ 
&nd wealth to his own ufe. 

Thus fell the Tieyds Hojfati All Khan, 
knd ^dallab Khartj by a, reverfe of fortune 
too common to be very remarkable. The 
wonder is; that they Ihould hav6 maintain- 
ed themfelves Co long (in this defpotic and 
violent government) in a degree of ahfoiute 
power and authority, hardly equalled in (lo- 
ry ; and thatj during the reigns of five luc- 
cellive Emperors, tour of whom they 
Jefves had placed upon the throne. 

The laft decifive (Iroke put Mabommed 
Shaw into the* quiet pofTefiioh of the Em- 
pire of Indojlah, A long peace enfued; 
and the Emperor gave a loofe to the in- 
dulgence of nis natural propenfities, which 
benter^d only in the excefiive ufe of wine, 
iMromen, and hunting. To every thing ehe hb 
became regardl^fs : the reins of gbverh- 
tnent in time liackened ; confudon in ^he 
Empire followed : every Omrab \^as plan- 
nhig tor himfelf ; and none thou^t of the 
public. Thqlc univerfal dtforder)^ endanger-* 
ed, ifi. conlcquence, the health and well- 

E being 
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being of the ftate ; and paved the way for 
the invafion of the Empire by MaJir ShaTv, 
in the year (fo accurately inveftigat- 

cd by Mr. broj'erj which was brought 
about by the intrigues of Niinam al Mulluck. 
This minifter, after the reduction of the 
Scydst was foon taken into favour, and con- 
firmed in the government of Deccan ; or ra- 
ther maintained himfeif there by his own 
ft length, as an indepenJani foveieign. 

My readers will eafily jierccive, that in 
the foregoing recital 1 have followed the 
thread of Mr. Frajcr% concife narrative ; 
and have only deviated from him in thofe 
parts, where my materials afforded me 
fuller intelligence j and in variety of tranf- 
adlions which he (obvioufly) thought lay 
out of the way of h’? zbjctl : his 

intention being, very evidently, no more 
than to give a connedled catalogue of the 
Mogulls from Finiur Lung-y (Tamarlam) and 
at the fame time to convey a flight view 
of the progrefliyc ftate and condition of the 
Empire of Indcjlan, as neceffarily prepara- 
tive to the period of Nndir Shaw's invafion 
of it ; without emharraliing himfeif with 
any more of the particular circumftances 
attending the fucceflions, than were con- 
liftenc with, and immediately in point to 

hi» 



his dcfign. All that I wilh or hope for 
from this produiflioii is, that it may be 
efteemed an illullration only of that inge- 
nious and learned gentleman’s work ; com- 
prifed within the fpacc, from Auring Zihe% 
demife, to the redudion of the 
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C H A P. II. 

"tranfabUom in the Subahdary of Bengal, 
from the year J 7 1 7 to the year 1 750, 
inclufrde. 

O UR prefent fubjedt calls us back to 
the reign of Furrukbsiry when ftiffir 
Khan, an Omrah of great confideration and 
intereft at court, ruled thofe provinces with 
a rod of iron. His name, to this day, is 
remembered witli deteftation j to fill hia 
coffer-, he Inflidied the moR cruel punifh- 
ments on the Rajahs and Ziwindars, by 
ways and means unheard of, and unknown, 
but in this Eaftern government. He alfo 
highly oppreffed * the Europeans fettled in 
thefe parts ; yet, notwith (landing his very 
mal-adminiRration, he had the addrefs to 
obtain the governments of Bahar and Orif- 
fa, united with that of Bengal in his per- 
fon } which ever before had been diftinct and 
feparate Nabubihips. 

With 
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With this new ncquilition of power, he 
removed from Dacca i which, until that 
time, had been the chief refidencc of the 
Soubahs, to Morfjadiil'tui ; and this city now 
became the capital of the piovinces, 

yaff'ir Khan had a favourite dauj^hter, 
whom ^he married to Scujah Khan, a native 
of Delhy of Ibme diftindtion j this perfon 
was appointed Niab, or deputy governor of 
OriJJ'a, when yajfir Khan changed the feat 
of his chief relidfuce, and quitted Dacca. 

Sou] ah Khan, by his marriage with the 
Soubah’s daughter, had two fons born to 
him i the elded nameil Mahommed ^Tukhee 
Khan -, the younger Snff'aafc. Khan. The 
firft had conftnntly relided with his fatlicr 
at Cuttack, the capital of Orijfa, and the 
other, with his grandfather at Alorjl-adabad. 

yaffir Khans fondnels for Sa^'raacn 
Khan was fo prevalent, that wheii he ob- 
tained an order from court for Soujah 
Kharis fuccccding him in the Soubahflup ; 
he procured at the fame time Suffraaz 
Khan to be appointed King’s Dewan of the 
provinces, in prejudice to the juft preten- 
iions of l>is elder brother, Mahommed *Tukbee 
^an. 


This 
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This ill-judged mark of affcdlion and 
preference in the old Soubah, was the caufe 
of declared and unabating enmity between 
the two brothers ; though this fjfccly pro- 
bably without that cauj'e^ would have na- 
turally refulted from the difference of their 
genius ami difpofitions; adlmited by the dif- 
ferent examples they had long belore them, 

in the father, and grandfather. Soujah 

Khtin was bold j rigid in government; but, . 
withal, complaifant and affectionate. — Ma~ 
hotnmed T'ukbee Khan was brave and gene- 
rous; delighting in the.exercifcs of a foldicr, 

and the art of war. Khan was 

inveterate ; avaritious ; and a monftcr of 

cruelty. SuJjraas^ Khan was impetuous, 

overbearing and vindictive ; and as he had 
been a ftranger to contradiction . from his 
infancy, fo in his more advanced age, he 
could not bear it in the leafl degree, t*cu 
from the mouth of wifdom. 

■jrM In the year 1725 Khan deceafed, 

*7*S‘ to the general joy of the provinces; and 
Soujah Khan, haftening to the c.’.pital, took 
upon him the government. In the journey, he 
was accompanied by Mabonvueinukhee Khan, 

When the brothers met, the embers of 
diiguff and hatred, which had been only 
fmolhered by abfcnce, now burff into a 

Z flame. 
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flame, that had well ni^h coiifumed them 
both ; had not the prudence and authority 
of the Soubah interpofed } who, finding it 
irapoflible to accompldh a reconciliation be- 
tween them, relbivcd to part them j and 
immediately appointed MaLommeJ T’ukhee 
Khany his Niab of Orijjh ; with orders, to 
fet out the next day lor his government. 
There in a few months he died univerfally 
lamented. Ilis death gave his father the 
deepeft forrow ; for he loved him with a jull 
and truely paternal tendernefs. 

On Soujah K/jans fuccefllon to the go- 
vernment, he releafed all the Roja/js and 
'Zjemtndars that had been imprilbned by his 
father-in-law ; and cafed them of fundry 
heavy taxes and impolitions, that they had 
been loaded with. Calling them all before 
him, he enjoined them to attend carefully 
to the cultivation of their lands, and the 
improvement of the manufadturcs : alVui ing 
them that, in future, they (hould be exempt 
from the feverities they had fulFercd under 
his predeceflbrs : reminding them, that as 
they themfelves had long felt the hand of 
opprefTion ; he dejjiendcd it would be a lef- 
fon to them, not to opprefs the te nants dc- 
.pendant on them. Then with a peremptory 
tone telling them, that if any were found 
deficient in their annual payments, their 

£ 4 lands 
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lands fliould be taken from them, and given 
to others ; afterwards he gracioufly difminc j 
them to their relpcdt diflridts. 

Scujah Khan taking into conlidcration the 
fmall Aanding force of the provinces, that 
until his time never exceeded the number 
of five tir fix hundred horfe ; determined to 
enlarge it to as many thoufands, which he 
fuon accomplilhed. He then made fundry 
regulations tefpetfling the trade of the pro- 
vinces, both inland and foreign ; carting his 
eyes particularly on the Kuropcarn ; and at- 
x.fniivc that they rtiould riot clandertinely par- 
take of greater immunities and advantages, 
than the terms of Fhinnaundi, or grants, 
gave tiiem a title to. 

To this end, he encrcafcd the number of 
Chon'kee,^ (or places for the receipts of cuf- 
tums) to twenty, upon the feveral rivers j 
whereas, befere his government, there were 
only ipu'o ; Buxjh BunJar, and j^zhngunge. 

This wife and foltd conduft, had it’s natu- 
ral and proper efFcftsj the provinces foon wore 
a (.iifiercnc face ; commerce and manufatflures 
tl ijrilhcd ; and in a very Tew years he was 
e;i..ii]td greatly to increafe the royal revenue, 
aod (lipulate to pay into the royal treafury 
'.i.'inually, one Kborore, one Lac, one thou- 

fand 
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one hundred and one ficca Rupees ; over 
and above forty Lacs of Rupees^ annually 
remitted to court, to different Omrabs re- 
fiding there, on account of their ’‘Jaghir 
lands. In confequence, his intereil at court 
Vas ftrengthened j himfelf effablifhed in his 
government j and the fucceffion, by grant, 
fccured in his family. * 

Having brought the Soubah Soujah 
RJjan to this happy and honourable period ; 
and given a general view of the ftate of 
thefe opulent •provinces j we next propofc 
to trace the caufes, circumrtanccs, and pro- 
grefs of an rxtr.iofdinary ufurpation of this 
government, jn the beginning ot the year 
J742. 

Though the ambition, avarice, ingrati- 
iude, a»id violence of two artful 

adventurers, were the Jecmingly apparent 
caufes of this ufurpation j yet, without 
other co-operating incidents, thofe (too 
common fuccefsful auxiliaries in the inva- 
lion of right) would have proved inef- 
fectual. 

The fecret fprings of the above-mentioned 
incidents, were known but to fevv ; and 
we venture to aver, were never put together* 
V>efore the penning of the manuferipts, A. D. 


jintiO* 

1730. 
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1750 i alluded to in the preliminary dif- 
CQurfc to this work ; from which manufeript . 
the author of the Refledlions, as before re- 
marked, • dillngcnuoully took as his own, 
what he calls his Short Ikctch of the hif- 
“ tory of Bengal, from the year 1739 to 
*■* the year 1750*.” 

jiUverdi Khan and Ilocljec Ilanict, wcie 
brothers ; natives of 'Tarfary ; and fol- 
low'crs of fortune. In tiiis putl'uit. they ar- 
rived at the court of Delbyt about the 
year 1721 j and put thegifelves under the 
protetSlion of the then Vizir Khondoran, 
In their genius and qualifications they dif- 
fered extremely. The c^der, Hodjee Hamet, 
was of a cowardly, but deeply intriguing 
difpofition ; well {killed in political learning j 
and a profound judge of the nature oi man- 
kind. With ihe/e talents^ he poifL-fled not. a 
lingle moral principle, capable of imped- 
ing them in their full career ; and therefore 
became every way qualified for the tranfac- 
tions of this Eajiern (or indeed any other) 
court. 

• F’or he recites the fame chain of fails as they (land 
in the manufeript, with little vaiiation, except the poor 
difguife of, here and there, a dittVrent mode of expref- 
^fion i inteifperfcd with a few trite reJl.-£iions, which are 
purely his own. We thought this imte highly necefTaryi 
led we (hiiuld incur the uiidcfervcd cenfure of retailinga 
at fccoiid hand, the labors of another. 

AHverdi 
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Allverdi Khan was bold and daring ; bred 
to arms ; and (Icillcd in nil the duties of a 
foldier ; enterpriling ; of ready underdand- 
ing ; and naturally virtuous and honorable ; 
until thefe amiable qualities \vere perverted 
and fuhdued,.' by die infligations and evil 
counfels of his brotlier ; and his other ta- 
lents were made fubfervierit to H(iuiet\ anir 
bitious views ot aggraudihng their obfeure 
family. 

Hodjee acquired this title from his Iiav- 
ing in his early years made a pilgrimage to 
Hodgt\ (or the tomb of Mahommed at Mecca.) 
A duty, which the Kboran impo^’S on every 
Mujft'lman once in liis life, either in perfon 
or by proxy ; and he who performs it in 
perfon, thereby obtains, for life, the hono- 
rary appellation of Hodjee ; and is much re- 
verenced by tlie true believers. 

It has been confidently afTerted, and as 
currently believed in Bengal, that Hodjee 
Hamet had been preferred at Helhy, to the 
port of mader, or keeper of the crown 
jewels ; with the moil valuable of which 
it was faid he* eloped, and afterwards fane- 
tided this theft by a pilgrimage to Mecca. 
But, upon the drived enquiry, we’ pronounce 
this report an afperdon of his enemies ; 
having the bed authority for faying, neither 

of 
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of the brothers appeared at court before the 
year 1721: — but the improbability of the* 
faft fpeaks it a calumny — their original ob- 
feurity is allowed on all hands j can it then 
poflibly gain credit, that either of them 
ihould be preferred to a port, which is ufual- 
ly bellowed on one of the firll Omrahs of 
the Empire P 

But if we Ihould admit (what alfo has 
been aflerted) that HotJjee was for a Ihort 
fpace in the fervice of the keeper of the 
crown jewels ; and might have it in his 
power to commit the theft alledged againfl 
him j yet the fail remains equally impro- 
bable : for can it be believed that after (b 
atrocious a crime, both the brother Ihould 
obtain the patronage and recommendation of 
Kbomloran ? — Which they certainly brought 
wi'h them to Cuttac (the refidence of the 
Nabob Soujah Khan) Anno 1722. 

On their arrival, they were taken into 
the fervice of Sonjah Dowia^ as immediate 
attendants on his perfon : Hodjee, in capacity 
of his firft Kiftmv.tgar (or valet) and Ali^ 
verdit his Cbilum Purdadr (drclTer or rather 
keeper of his fmoaking pipe) with the ad- 
ditional pay and denomination of a feapoy, 
or foot foldier. 


Thek 
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Their rife from thefe menial ilations was 
;'apid, but not aAoniHiing ; in a country 
where fuperior talents ever make their way 

to fj. edy promotion. The Nabob very 

(bon>, ifcovered in Hodjee an extenfive ge- 
nius aud underllanding in men and things ; 
and Hodjee., as loon found out the gveat, and 
almofl only foible of his mafler ; which was 
an ungovernable appetite for variety of wo- 
men. 

Hodjee benefited himfelf of this ruling 
pafiiun ; and by irdefatigable attention and 
induftry out-ran even the Nabob's defires. 
—The compiler of the Reflexions fays, 
Hodjee prqdituted, “ and made a facrifice of 
“ his owji daughter to his maftcr’s lull 
we confefs we never heard of it before ; be 
this as it may, it is mod certain that 
Hodjee by indulging and feeding this pafiion, 
quickly gained an aicendant over his maf- 
ter ; and had the difpofal of all places of 
fmall importance ; and as he was obferved 
to be the growing favourite, all fuits and 
petitions* were preferred through his media- 
tion. 

jiliverdt Khans extraordinary military 
genius did not cfcapc his maftcr’s notice. 
He was foon promoted to be J emmatitdar 
of the Nabob’s foot guards } and not lung 
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aHer preferred to a command of horfe, at 
the interceflion of his brother. — The ruling 
palfion of HoJjee, was an unbounded 'bird: 
of riches j but whilll he labored to ittcnd 
Ills influence over his mafter, as co duciv.e 
to the fatisfying this vice ; he wMs ever 
watchful and attentive, that his brother’s in- 
terefl; went hand in hand with hb own. 

To thefe ends, he daily made himlclf 
more and more ufcful to Soujah Khan ; and 
being well verlcd in the arts of financing, 
and the invention of •ways and meanSy his 
importance was confirmed ; (this being the 
mod ufeful and eflential duty of a minider 
in the liajlt as well as 4il the WeJ{.) He was 
alfo an exquilite and penetrating fpy upon 
the a(5tions of all the Niabs and other offi- 
cers employed under the Nabob ; with 
whom he fecretly planted his own emifla- 
rics j fo that nothing was tranfadled in any 
part of the province of Oriffdy that his 
iiiafler had not the mod early intclltgen.ce 
of. — 

The government of Indojlan is perhaps 
the only government in the world, where 
the charadler of a Jpy is not attended, with 
reproach, and infamy : here it is honour- 
able and dignified. The Emperor and all the 
Soubahs of the provinces entertain an offi- 
cer 
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cer with this title, who is always a pcrfon 
of confideration ; but like Satan he is more 
generally feared tiian loved. Hodjce pof- 
fcflcd not the title of the Nabob’s Hircar- 
rally (Ipy) but he virtually was fo ; and by 
this pradfice, did not a little gain upon his 
mailer’s confidence, and thereby /moothed 
the way to defigns, which about this time. 

Anno 1724, began to open upon him j 
though he yet concealed them even from 
his brother. 

The influence and power of the two 
brothers acquired new ftrength every day^ 1724. 
in fuch fort, that at the clofe of this year 
they had gained a full dominion over the 
adions and inclinations of the Nabob : who 
at this period I’uccceded to the government 
of the three provinces by the demife of the ’ 
Soubah Kban, as before recited in the 

former part of this chapter. The brothers 
attended him to the capital, where the-feene 172$. 
of ai^ion became enlarged and more adc* 
quate to their different, though equally en- 
lerprizing fpirits. Hodjee Ilawet was foon 
declared prime minifler ; and Aliverdt pro- 
moted to a command of horfc of the fiill 
diflindion. 

The firft judicious movements made by 
^iujab KJian on his coming to the Sou> 

bahfhii 
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bahHiip, (already recorded) were, it was faid 
the refult of the falutary councils of Hodjee' 
Hamet. — But if we admit the fadl, let us nof 
too haflily conclude that this advice flowed 
from any principle of affedlion to his maf- 
ter, or regard to his honor ; or from a com- 
iniferatioii of the fuffering Rajahs : no, thefe 
worthy confiderations were foreign to hi4 
heart, as appeared from the whole tenor of 
his future condudt. The moderate councils 
and meafures adopted by the Sou bah, railed 
the credit of the minijler only, who (by re- 
ports of his emiffaries difperfed about the city 
and country) had the fble honor of clemency,* 
ftridlly due to the Soubah’s goodncfs of heart ; 
who always fliew’d an averfion to the prac- 
tices of his predecefibr. 

The minlfter by this artful procedure 
gained many friends j and by fecret ftipula- 
tions with the enlarged Rajahs^ he filled his 
own coffers, to the injury of the public 
revdhue. In the degree that the minifler 
gained credit and influence in the provinces 
—the Soubah funk in the opinion of the 
people (a very natural confequence) and 
reiling fecure in the fuppofed integrity and 
extenfive abilities of Hadjee Hamet, he 
abar.duned b mfelf to the full enjoyment of 
his ruling fajjion j and the government, to the 
abfolute difpoial of the minifler ; who with- 
out 
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out controul, put in ; put out ; removed j 
diiplaced, and preferred to every poll of 
profit, whomfoever he pleafcd. And by tliis 
trathc he fuon acquired iinmenre vvealOi : 
taking care to keep his mailer buried in 
leiiAjatity ; flill lupplying the dame that had 
podeflioii of him with frelh fewel-; ran- 
I'acking the provinces, and obtaining (no 
matter at what price) the moil; beautiful 
women that could be procured to anfwer his 
purpofes : and it was confidently (and we 
believe trucly) faid, that he carried his pan- 
derilin fo far, as never to appear at the Scu- 
ba h’s no<flurnal levee* without foinetiiing of 
this kind in his hand ; formed to aitradl and 
engage his attention. 

Whilft Uodjee tlamet vyas thus employed 
in efbablifhing his own power and fortune, 
and blinding the Soubah during the firrt three 
or four years of his government ; his bro- 
ther Alivcrdi Khan began to think l.imlllf 
negledted ; but Tlodjee foon convinced him 
of his millakc. 

1-Iitherto AU'verd^ had not, in his own 
perfon, acquired any conllderable luflre, ex- 
cept from the light thrown upon it, by rc- 
fledlion, from his brother’s being the ininiAer. 
Ill his military capacity he had indeed a 
few opportunities given him of Ihining 

F «lonc. 
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alone, both at Orijfa and Bctigal ; juft fuf- 
iicient to gain the belief of his being an in- 
trepid oiliccr : but now the time was come 
to bring his talents upon the ftage in a more 
confpicuous view j an occaGon offering, for 
which his brother had \vith*impatience long 
waited. 

Having for fome time loft fight of the 
Soubah’s only furvivlng fon Suffraaz Khan^ 
we here think it necefiary to bring him to 
the remembrance of the reader, by a flight 
mention of him. His^ ebaradter has been 
already 'delineated : he pofl'clled the poll of 
King’s Di’wan, by appointment from court, 
and was fuccclfor apparent to the Soubah- 
.ihip: he had long looked with an evil eye 
on the growing power and influence of 
Hoilja’ Jlaujctf which he thought became 
pregnant with danger, both to his father 
and liimfelf — but he had not the means of 
reducing it. The impetuofity of his temper 
burft forth fbinctimes in abulcs, and in infults 
to the rniniilcr; who bore them with pa- 
tient fubmillion*: but heavy refentment from 
the Soubah, againft his ion, always follow- 
ed fuch abufe. The crhfty Hodji'e treafured 
them up in his memory, for a future rec- 
koning; he daily inftilled into the ears of 
the Soubah the many, extravagancies his 
fon was guilty of; which had too much 

truth 
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^rath for their foundation ; but if that hid 
not been the calc, the Soubah was too ready 
to lidcn to any tiling to his prejudice j for 
he loved him not — ever faying, that his un- 
bridled infolcnce occafioned the lols of his 
favorite and beloved fon Mahommed Tukhce 
Khan. 

Anno T729, the Nabobfhip of Patna be- 
coming vacant, HoJjee^ without appearing 
in it hlmfelf, influenced the then reigning 
favourite miftrefs of the Soubah (who was 
deeply in his intereft) to folicit it for his 
brother ; who was accordingly the next 
day nominated to that government. *S'«/- 
fraaz Khan upon this appointment, had the 
courage to tell his father in public Dur- 
bar^ “ he was warming and cherilhing two 
fnakes, that would iHng him and his fa- 
mily to death.” The Soubah ordered him 
immediately to be taken into cuftody ; but 
by Iiodjee% artful interpofttion he Wi.s ap- 
pcafed. 

The following night, the brothers held a 
long and private conference ; to which leve- 
ral Rajahs and oflicers in their confldence 

were admited. f lerc the wicked plan 

of Aliverdi Khan% government was fettled, 
and he departed the next day for Patna ; 
where in a few days he arrived^ and put in 
F a cxecu- 
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execution the political maxims and inllruc* 
tiuns he had received from his brother. * 

The exploits of the firll fix years of his 
government — that is from the year 1729 
to the year 1735, inclufive, were ihefc fol- 
lowing. By force, treachery, craft and 
policy, he fubdued moft of the Rajahi of 
the province of Babar ; fome, by the bafeft 
dilfimulation and profellions of friendfliip, 
he drew to PiUfu j were he murdered them 
and kized their polfeflions; as the brave 

Sender Sban't &c. -Jlcnhen carried his 

arms againrt the Chnk'^aars, a brave and 
warlike Gcutoo race, who poflefled a tradf 
of country oppofite Mfiu'^Jjeer ; up the river 
Samboo : the prince or Rajah of this country 
had never paid tribute, or acknowlcged any 
fubjcdlion to the Soubahs of Bengal j or in- 
deed to the Mogul himfclf. He laid every 
tb'Mg that pafied on the river, by Mongheer^ 
uinkr contribution ; and put tire Etiropeatt 
fettlements to an annual heavy expence of a 
large armamentj to cfcort their trade to, and 
from Patna. 

The old brave Rajah of thefe people 
(who had many times fought hand to haad, 
with the intrepid commander of our troops, 
Major Hunt) dcceaftd, in the year 1730 ; 
and was fucceeded by bis fon, a youth of 

feven- 
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fev^nteen. Thjls' young prince, rnHairdated 
by the examples made of feveral cd; ' th^ 
Bahor Rajahs, after a (hort refinance Tube 
mitced i acknowledged atiegiance to' the ]^m> 
peror ; and fubje^io^ to the "Spubah. An 
annual tribute was fhpulated, and'''i%gularly 
paid foe four years-^a fpot was lixefi oh, five 
•miles from the mouth of Samboo^ and thirty 
from the capitaf of the Cbuiwaars i' whttn 
the p^incie every yeaf met thc‘'Niibwj/'<ifii 
ficer on a certain day the one. i!6 pay*-; the 
bther tb receive^the tribute '} and it wirs agreed 
that they (hould 'have only'‘;khirty atttn^ 
dants bn each fide, 

Thifi ^wehtieth of Obfober (^rmo 17315) 
was the day pf ' payment ; at which 'tihie 
the Engltfbysivmy, under the cbnipiand’ of 
commandant 'HolcomHe^ lay encamp^' ^in 
Mon^eer ' gtovCf with the company’s trade 
for the Batna fadlory.— — -At eleven in the 
forenoon, we obferved a boat, which had 
come out of Samboo river, making for 
Batna ; - the commandant difpatched two 
light polwaara after her, witfar orders to 
bring her to— ~«im4|ining Ihe had a cargo 
of fiflipw— the hbat being' broOght'^o, and 
*Uld aiwietide the comuiarilianrs 
•ir— feader, our altonilhmeni f' when 
|st ^placd of a cai^oe of fifis, if coniarhed a 
" F '3 ‘ ‘ pargoe 
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cargoe of human heiids ! five bafkets full 
and a finglc head in the fixth. 

On enquiry, we learnt that before day 
break, the oflicer who was deputed to re- 
ceive the annual tribute from the Rajah of 
the Chifkieaars t had, by orders from the 
Nabob yJlivt'rJi, placed four hundred men 
in ambuili, under the high banks of the 
river, near the place of meeting — that the 
prince and the Nabob’s oflicer .^Fowzdar 
of Biihar^ whofe name wp have forgot) 
with their ufual attendaftts, met at nine of 
the clock ; and after the common ceremo- 
nials, and the tribute received, when they 
W'cre ju/t upon partinj^; the fignal being 
given, the troops in ambufli ruflied out', 
and farrounJing the Rajah and his few 
followers, cut them off, one only excepted; 
who upon a fleet horfe efcaped, and gave 
the alarm to the city — -among thofe killed 
were his principal general ofHcers.— — We 
further were iniormed by the officer' who 
had charge of the boat, that his orders 
were to make the beft of his way to Patna ; 
and lay his freight at the HJabob's feet ; and 
that the head in the bafket by itfelf, was the 
Rajah’s — he added that the Fowsiiiir witiT 
his troops were in full march to ' the city 
bamboo . — This was foou after verified ; for 
wo gblerved about four in the afternoon a 

cloud 
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cloud of fmoke over the city ; and the fame 
evening we received thcfe other particulars ; 
that on the fiift alarm and known fate of 
the Rajah, his wife, the young BcguTriy fliut 
herfelf up with her fun (about a year old) 
and her attendants, and fct lire to her apart- 
ments— that the Nabob’s troops "meeting 
with no reliftance, entered the city, plun- 
dered it, and then fet fire to it. 

A body of the Rajah’s troops retired, 
and for tome time dil'puted the • polleflion 
of the country with the Nabob’s ; but the 
Fowzdar being rc-inforced from his camp, 
which then lay at Durrhipoor ; a Hiort march 
from Mongbeer ; tl.e whole country wus 
foon reduced, apd tlicle brave people fub- 
dued. 

Thefe were the exploits that rendered the 
name of Aliverdi Khan a terror to the neigh- 
bouring diftriits and by thr/e., he amalled 
immeni'e riches ; part of which he regularly 
remitted to Morjhadabady to prelerve his own 
and brother’s credit with thp boubah ; but 
the much greater 4>art he rcl'crvcd, for a pur- 
pofe, he now had in agitation, by the per- 
.licious advice of his brother. 

Whilft Aliverdi Khan was carrying on 
fhefe operations to edabldh his power, 

F 4 ILdJee 
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JTodJi'c JLimct remained unrivalled in the ad- 
niinldration of the Soubahlliip ; but a tranf^ 
adion wliith now manifefted itfclf, opened 
the Soubah’s eyes. 

J:i!o Alivcrdi Kban, forgetful of the duty and 
obligations he owed to his niafter, and 
urged by the continued perfuafions of his 
brother, began about the beginning of the 
year 17 ,6, privately to folitit at court for 
the government of Patna^ and the pro- 
vince of Uahiir^ independant of the Soubah 
of Bengal. This negotijitioi'., however cau- 
tiouily conduded, came to the knowledge 
oi ' oujah Khan. Rage on the inflant took 
pofll'liion of him. H^djce was difgraced, 
and for Tome time imjtrifoned — but by the 
molt lubiTiiffive and deceitful letters from 
Alivend/, and the powerful interceflion of 
the Hergcil/c, (Hodjeei never failing relburce) 
the min.illcr v.Ms .nlaigcd, and Jecmingly 
again taken into favor. 

* AUvcrdi did not flacken his negotiations 
on this difeovery of his. treachery j but 
availing himfclf of the favor of his patron 

Atna Khondoran ; and by well placed coufJcrable 
bribes, he obtained, the latter end of the 
year 1737, a phirmannd and proper _/««- 
?iodi from court, conftituting him indepen- 
dant governor of the province of Babar. 

This 
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This confirmation of the ingratitude and 
treachery of the two brothers druck deeply 
to the heart of Soujab Kban. He had, 
however, the refolution and prudence to dif- 
guifc his fentiments ; knowing their power 
was too great to be attacked openly j or ca- 
pable of being reduced by any weapons, but 
ihofe of difliinulation and craft. By the af- 
fiftance of thefe, he planned, and was juft 
on the point of executing, a fafe and cer- 
tain revenge on both the brothers j when 

death put a period to his intentions. It 

is more than probable, that Hodjee, who 
ftill preferved his influence in the Seraglio, 
received intimation by this channel of the 
Soubah’s defigns ; for his death was fudden, 
and judged to be by poifon. 

His fon Suff'raaia Khan immediately fac-. 
ceeded his father in the ffovemroenr of 
Bengal atid Orijfa ; as well as in his refent- 
ment to the brothers. 

Independant power, only increafed the 
bad qualities, which had already taken too 
deep pofl'cflion of Suffraaz. Khan : his ex- 
ceflTcs in fpirituous liquors and women, 
were beyond controul and example; his 
infolencc and impetuofity of temper be- 
came intolerable to all about him ; his 
principal oflicers were treated with icfults 
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and indignities : moH: of thefe had been 
difgufted with the family for the preference 
given to Aliverdi Khan^ in the govern- 
ment of Patna j though jiijlice could not 
lay this charge againfl hir^'raaz Khan. 

There then redded at his court a Gentoo 
named AUnm Chund^ who had been many 
years Dewan to Scttjab Khan ; by whom he 
was much revered for his great age, wifdom, 
and faithful fcrvices. This minifler was 
the only man who had courage and honefty 
enough to attempt rcflraining the extrava- 
gances oi Suffraa-j:; Khan ; a duty he thought 
owing to the memory of his late mafter. 
He accordingly, with *thc greatefl: circuna- 
fpetflion and humility, and with tears in 
his eyes, reprefented to him the fatal ten- 
dency of his conduft, which if not changed, 
mull inevitably eftrangc the hearts of the 
few remaining friends to his houfe ; and at 
the fame time favour and promote the evil 
dellgns of his enemies. 

• Snffraax. Khaut inftead of prodting by 
this wholcfome rcmondrancc and admoni- 
tion, highly refented his prefumption ; and 
ever alter treated him with great indigniti*^ 
and contempt ; and thereby loti the heart 
of the only man in the provinces, who by 
his fincerity, capacity and authority, was 

capable 
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capable of counteracting and fruArating the 
pernicious machinations of Hodjee and his 
brother. 

Though Suffraaz Khnn did not imme- 
diately degrade Hodjee Hamet from the poA 
of prime miniAer ; yet he took every op- 
portunity of Aiowing an inveterate hatred 
to him. In public Durbar he commonly 
called him by the appellation of, “ His 
** father’s pander,” and treated him with 
fuch infults and indignities, that he feldom 
frequented the Durbar; being ill able to 
brook fuch treatment in a place where he 
had for fo many years been accuAomed to a 
degree of deference and refpcdl, equal to 
his maAer. Nor is it much to be wondered 
at, that he A)ould meditate vengeance, when 
a fair occaAon oAered : this he was not long 
without ; for Sujf 'raaz Kban% own folly and 
raflmefs fupplied him with the means, and 
jgave him a nearer, and more encouraging 
profpcCf, of an event which he for Tome 
time paA had in view. 

A few months after Suffraaz Khan came jinn 
to the government, he threw a difgrace on *739* 
Vuttuab Chund’s houfe, which laid the foun- 
dation of his precipitate fall. The fadt, 
though well known to a few, was only 
whifpered, out of rcfjjeCl to the power and 

credit 
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credit of that family, which had muin> 
tained, even from the reign of Auring 
Zebe, a charafler of dillinguifhed confide- 
ration j from Furrukshir, Futtuah Chund 
received the title of "Jaggaut Scet •, and 
might be juftly efteemed the greateft ban- 
ker, and mofl: opulent rubjc<^l in the 
world. 

lie had about this time married his 
youngeft grandlbn, named Sat Mortab 
Royj to a young creature of exquifite beauty ; 
aged about eleven years^ The fame of her 
beauty coming to the ears of the Soubah, 
he burned with curiofity and luft for the 
poilellion pf her ; and fending for ytfgg^uf 
Sat, demanded a fight of her— The old 
man (then compleat fourfcorc) begged and 
intreated, that the Soubah would not ftain 
the honour and credit of his houfej nor load 
his hill days with.lliame j by perfifting in 
a demand which he knew the principles of 
Itis cart, forbid a compliance with. 

Neither the tears nor remonflrances of 
the old man had any weight on the Sou- 
bah j who growing outrageous at the refu- 
fal, ordered, in his prefence, his houfe ^o 
be immediately furroutuled with a body of 
horfc; and I'worc on the Kboran, that if he 
complied ill lending his grand-daughter. 
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that he might only fee her^ he would in- 
flantly return her without any injury. 

The Seet reduced to this extremity, and 
judging from the Soubah’s known impe- 
tuofity, that his perfifling longer in a de- 
nial, would only make his dilgrace more 
publicy at laft confcnted ; and the young 
creature was carried with the greateft fecre- 
cy in the night to vilit him. She was re- 
turned the lame night ; and we will fuppofe 
(for the honour of that houfe) uninjured. 
Be this as it may, the violence was of too 
delicate a nature, to permit any future com- 
merce between lier and her hufband. 

The indignitj^ was never forgiven by ^<7^- 
gaut Seeti and that whole powerful family, 
confequently, became inveterate, tho’ con- 
cealed enemies to the Soubah. 

Hodjee JIamet ioon came to the know- 
ledge of this rafli ftep and violence com- 
mitted againft the Seets ; he was alfo well 
apprized of Jlllwn Chutid's difguft, and, as 
he was upon a friendly footing with them 
both, he determined to avail himfelf of 
their refentment, and make it fubfervient to 
his own intended vengeance for the repeated 
infults he had received from the Soubah. 
Revenge however was not his foie motive : 
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Jic was adluafed by another, yet more pre- 
valent one, the further aggrandifing his fa-^ 
mily ; the hopes of which he had hitherto 
only feen at a didance t but now thought the 
conjuncture favorable for carrying his long 
projected plan into execution : which was 
to cut o/f the fon of his late majlery friend 
and benefa6lor ; and place his brother ^/r« 
•oerdi Khan in his dead. 

Hodjee loft no time in procuring a pri- 
vate conference with the difaffeCted Seets 
and Allum Chund\ in the.courfe of which he 
reprefented in the moft lively manner, the 
** oppredion and extravagant government of 
** Sujf 'raaz Kban\ and .that nothing but the 
** moft deplorable confequences to the pro- 
** vinces could be expeifted from fuch an 
unbridled and tyrannic difpofition— — — 
«* that if he already treated with fuch in- 
** fults and contempt, thofe for whom his 
** father had the higheft veneration and 
** frienddiip — what might not others dread 
** from his futurp violences ?**■■ ■ - He then 
*txpatiated on, and with bitter exaggeration 
painted their own particular injuries; which 
had all the effcdl upon them that he might 
naturally expeCl or could wi(h« 

He fuftered not their refentment to cool ; 
but fupported this conference with many 
a others t 
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others t and the unanimous concluHon of 
the triumvirate w'as j “ That none could 
“ be fecurc in their lives, honour or pro- 
** petty, whilft Suffi'aaz Khan remained 
inverted with the Soubahfliip.”— 
managed the pafllons of thefe men with 
fuch art and addrcfs in the proq^otion of 

his own views that they thcmfelves 

firrt propofed, his brother AU’verdt Kban-t 
“ as the only one capable of refcuing the 
“ provinces from apparent and inevitable 

ruin. That he fhould be immediately 

advifed of their fentiments, and intreated 
** to concur with their hopes by preparing 
** for a fpcedy march into Bengali to take 
** upon him the government.” 

HodjeCi with exprertions of gratitude for 
their favourable opinion of his brother, con- 
fented to their propofal with a well diflein- 
bled reludtance; declaring, ** nothing but 
** the necertity of the time, and the p>eril 
** of the country could have inrtuenced 
** him to meditate aught againrt the fon 
“ of his late marter.” 

It being objeded by y^ggaut Seet, that 
an intcrcourfe by letter with Aliverdi was 
liable to accident and difeovery ; it was on 
further deliberation refolved, that lioJjee 
ihouid repair to Painat where he could better 

inform 
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hn' 1$rodter the ftate of 
arid benefit hittiT by' hit council at thcs^'critl^ 
cal p<|riodr bat a!i bis fuddcri atid 'pri^tri 
retreat frofri court would rai(b a futpicipii 
in the*^Oubah, tbat^m^mg'’'was ’iri agi*2 
tatfeh ttgiih8f.' bin>, /Uhtih ^hutid’-wA yag^ 
gdbt; Stiff 'Sftgdged 'ttiP 'maker ‘ K b departure’ ari 
a^ cS Cfttf'Socibah's;* own WeakHefsi 

■ Tbfc' • of' ot>fcf ittteWs bHng'fbo if a^eei 

bn,' their ntJkt ftep Wits' to' enfeage ib'tbe 
confpiracjr the Soubab^j 
rcgBer (or maftci*;, of bis ordnance) witfi 
fevetal'othcSl dtfafifedted octets, which was 

very f<J6h aecbmprifhed.-ii >>It!*Wa8 a liiying^ 

of afgfcaf'juKd^'brave ** that one ’orop 
•* brh6ncy‘bao|;Ht 'ejfel iUPbtt tiics, 

than a toit' oF vinegar ^uffraasi W^i 
iti‘ plkce of fwe^eft of ‘diif|[>omi6n arid af- 
fability, unhappily fobftituted' a fnrirbtejt 
(evere' and inToleht ^nri^ge to' all arountf 
him 5 wfiich (at thiVnloft JtdjfJoftant junc- 
ture) left him not more than ^t wo or threi^ 
officers of any coofideratioji, who bore thd 
leaft attachment to his petfbini fabiilyji or 
governnaent. 

Matnira becomihg thus' ripe 'for e:)cectti« 
v began tp‘ jgr6w impatient for ad 

interview with hls brbiJ^ct 3': ahd urged' thd 

promitif 
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proffiite to him by Allum Chund tincl 

Seetj of procuring his diffniHion 

}fQm the Cfipital. 

Thcfe embiaccd di£ firH; opportunity) 
wh^n the Soubah was, according to cudom, 
fPVlitng Hodjee (then abfcqt) in public Dnr- 
t>or i to r^prefent to him, “ that it wa? a dif- 
grace to his pourt the futfering Modjee to 
appear there,.coafidering the infamous em- 
ploy lie bore under his father. — Drive 
** him (poruinued tiiey) A'om your prefcnce, 
court, and city { and let him go to liis 
ungrateful brotlier.” This council being 
(Bpltpcd and applauded by the ’Tope Kbonnab 
Tlerogbfr, and others in the confederacy : 
the unwary Soubah inftuntly fent an order 
tP Hodjee Hamet to quit the provinces j who, 
not thinking it prudent to wait fof a fecond 
prdcr, departed ivitliout delay } and made 
the hell of his way to Paifia^ where in a 
few days he arrived with fume of his faith* 
hil atteudautSk 

Suffraj^ni Khaitt by this falfe Hep, depriv* 
fd himfelf of the great fecurity he had in 
his hands } for the good behaviour of Ali^ 
vtrji KlmUy whofe ambition, he had caufe 
enough to think, would not Hop with the 
Nabobihip of Patna ; depended upon the 
detention of Hcdjee. 

a 


On 
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On Hodjees arrival at Patnap he painted 
the whole conduct of the Soubah in tha 
moil hideous colours : he employed his 
whole art and eloquence in the exaggera- 
tion of the indignities himfcif had en- 
dured : he told his brother that he might 
reft aiTured ** Suffraaz Khan could never 
** forget, nor forgive his obtaining the go- 
** vernment of Babar^ independant of the 
** Soubahdiip, whereby fo large a portion 
** of the revenues was lopt from himfelf 
** and family : that he was from good au- 
** thority convinced, the^Soubah only wait- 
** ed a favourable occafion to cut him offj 
** and feizc and reunite his government to 
** the Soubahfliip ; to which purpofe he 
“ knew be had forwarded dilpatches to 
** court. — That he had gone too far to Hop ; 
** that Suffraaz Khan was univerfally de- 
** tefled in the provinces } and finally that 
** no fecurity for himfelf and family remain- 
“ ed, but. in afiuming the whole Soubah- 
“ dary, which he might do with very little 
** difficulty.” 

llodjee then opened to his brother, the 
progrefs he had made in this neceflary ftep 
below 5 recited the fevcral conferences he 
had with the Steti and yJllum Chund^ antf 
the rel'ult of their deliberations ; recounting 

at 
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at tlie fame time the names of the Soubah's 
officers, who hail declared themfelves wholly 
devoted to his proinutiou to the throne. 

It ’ was fa id ; Aliverdi exprefled much 
compun<ftion oo this overture’s being firA 
made to him, to difpoffefs the fon of his 
tnader and bcnefailor-: but if we foroi our 
cpnclulion from his Adiom, both antece- 
dent and fubfequent to this period, we (hall 
have no foundation to encourage our belief 
in that report ; for if he really had at firlt 
any fcruples t® combat with j it is certain 
he very foon fubdued them, and determined 
to march into Bengal \ of which, full advice 
was immediately difpatchcd to their contc^- 
dcrate friends there. 

It was however thoug’it eligible, that 
Suffraaz Khan (liould be lulled into fecuri- 
ty j to which end, yjliverdi (at the time he 
was levying addiyonal troops) w’rote the 
mod fubmillive letter to him, — “ affiiring 
“ him he was as much the Have of his 
** houfe, as he was in the time of his 
“ father : humbly intreating his pwmiflion 
to throw him&lf at his feet, and plead 
the caufe of his unfortunate brother ; 
“ who, he had with grief learned, had in- 
** curreil liis difpleafure hoping by his 

G a “ per- 
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“ perfonal fupplications, his unhappy bro- 
** thcr. would be ccftorcd to the Soubah’i 
« favor*” 

He departed from Patna the latter end 
of the year 1741, at the head of abou( 
30,000 'horfe and ; leaving his brother 
Hod; ee Harnett his Niab, or deputy gover-r 
ijor of Bahar. We will leave j4liverdi on 
his march, and return to the court of |he 
Soubah. 

Suffraaz Khan had Jiill about his perfbn 
three officers of diftin(£iion, that remained 
faithful to bis intcreft— though from dif- 

ferent motives : their names were Muff'at 
Kboolt Kbany Goas K^atty and Banteer 
Khan i (more commonly known by the 
name of Banker AH Khan.) The firft, was 
married to a fine** Soubah, and ap- 

pointed Nabob of OriJ'a ; for which go- 
vernment he was in a few days to fet ou.t» 
with a fmall body ot troops.— —His in- 
tcreft conneded him firmly to the Soubah, 
on whofe well being his own fortunes de- 
pended. « 

• This was the fpecitus pretext* publickly avowed 
for Aliverdi'^ n>arch into litagaly which he began focn 
after the difpatch of the above letter, and before be 
could poi&bly receive any reply to it. 

The 
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The other two had been proved faithful 
fervants to Soujab Khan ; and were attached 
to the prefent Soubah, more from princi- 
ple of gratitude, honor, and adedlion to 
the memory of their old mader, than to 
any love they could podibly bear ,to him- 
felf — they fupported the character of brave 
officers ; were In conliderable commands 
under the Vicc-roy ; and, in truth, were the 
only perfbns in his court, for whom he ob- 
(erved the lead refpc<d or regard. 

Thefe officers, after the departure of 
ilodjee^ had received imperfed intelligence 
of the frequent meetings of 
gaut Seett and JtUwn Cbund i which they 
ventured to communicate to the Vicc-roy : 
intimating, at the fame time, their opinion 
or fentimentSt that fuch meetings, compoled 
of perfons, which they feared were difatfeit- 
cd to his government, called for his atten- 
tion \ and advifed the immediate feizure of 
the SeetSy Allurn Cbundy and the command- 
ing officer of the artillery. But Suffraaos^ 
Khany doomed to dedru^Uon; hearkened not 
to thele faithful admonitions, which he treat- 
ed as idle apprehendons, without any real 
foundation ; thinking them friendly endea- 
vours only, to draw him from his pleafures } 

C 3 which 



( 86 ) 

which thfje faitl^ul monitors had before at-^ 
tempted, but in vain. 

By this fatal dclufion, the Soubah loft the 
only opportunity of exerting that power 
which might have faved him from approach- 
ing ruin : ior the bo d ftt-p advifed by Goas 
and Banker Khans^ of fei:{ing thofe heads of 
the conl'piracy, would have ftruclc terror into 
the whole party ; and efft dually put a ftop 
to intended invalion i and probably 

a period alio to his hopec. 

yliivcrdi ICJjan followed the letter Ite 
wiote the Souba!), with fuch expedition ; 
that he gained the pals of Sic/ygUiVy; and 
ciifered before the Icaft intimation of 

hi? departure from Patna had reached the 
court of the Soubah. 

The .pafs of Siclygully divides the pro- 
vinces of Bengal and Bahar i is of conli- 
derable IvJigtb, and only about ten to 
twelve feet wide j fttuate on the top of a 
.trrountiun, . with a fteep afeent both ways. 
The eoui fe of the pafs \%»Nurth and South ^ 
flanked to the iVtJl^ueardh'j an impenetrable 
\v.of)d ; and to tl^e BaJlioarJ by the prirP- 
rinal braheh of the river Canges. Thus 
.ciiciojiilanccd it was capable of being de-. 

fended 
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fended by a fmall number of men ; but it 
was left unguarded by the infatuated Suf~ 
Jraaz Khan ; and without any defence at 
all. 


Aliverdi knew the importance of this 
pafs i and therefore determined, by forced 
marches, to gain the poflcflion of it, before 
it could poflibiy be put in a (late of de- 
fence fqfHcient to oppofe his entrance into 
Bengal, This he accomplifhed as above, and 
found it neceflury to halt for feme days to 
refrefh his fatigued droops. 

On the firft advice that the Nabob of Patna 
had paded Siclygullyt the court of the Soubah 
was (Iruck with the deeped condernation s 
every one feeing further into the confequen- 
ces of his approach, than the unhappy and 
lliort-fighted Suff'raaz Khan: who having, 
at (ird, no conception, that Aliverdi W'as at 
the head of an army j exprelTed only high 
rage and refentment at his daring to enter 
the province without his permidion. — But 
when, (bon after, Goas and Baaktr Khans 
informed him of ^the number of troops he 
had with him and that they were con- 

vinced (by intelligence from fpies they had 
placed near his perfon) the defign of Afi~ 
verdi was to depofe him ; it is impodl- 

f: 4 ble 
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Me to paint his fury. He immediately 

fent for Jaggaut Seet^ and Allum ChunAt 
and demanded of them ; how they dar^ 
fuffer fuch a body of troops to enter the 
province, without giving early notice of 
it ? averring that he knew fuch a ftep was 
not taken without their privacy and coon-: 

fcl. 


The accufed, who expelled this attack^ 
came prepared .* having previoufly coheerted 
riieir replies, Icfl they fliould have been 
icparatcly examined— -%r- They fufffcred the 
Souhah’s rage to expend iifclf in words, 
and then fubmilTivcly allured him “ That 
*• had there been the ftoallcft foundation 
“ for the belief of the reports fallly fpread 
*'■ of AU‘*icrJ'i Kbarji they would have been 
the full of his Haves to advilc him of 
bis danger. — That the force? 

“ were greatly , exaggerated by feme evil 
♦' minfded people near the boubah’s p^rfoii, 
** wJio were declared -enemies to Hodjeca 

houie. Xh^t tbeir intelligence (on 

which they could depend) laid, he was 
only accompanied by hib common at- 
** tendants, and a fmall* guard to defend 
** him againll the petty Rajahs, and fre»- 
** bootci s of the njountains.— That they 
♦t wer^ thefitlclves perfcClly fatisficd, tlic 

“ cftndu^l 
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** condudl of Aliverdi was grfcatly thifre^ 

** flrefented ; and that his only defigh waS 
** to throw himfelf at the 8oubtih*i 
<< and plead the caufe of his unhappy dif^ 

** graced brother Hwijee HdhtetJ* 

To corroborate this fpecious and deceit^ 
ful harangue, they each produced letters 
from Aliverdit and from other fcemingly in- 
different perfons in his train, calbulated pur- 
pofely to fupport the deceptknls ; wliich 
being compared with others. Wrote to the 
8oubah from SiclyguUy, he Was thereby 
again lulled into a iiupid (bcuHty ; and Was 
influenced f& far by the coihbined ttaitors^ 
as to cenfure Goas Khaii^ and JBaaief AH 
Khan ) as aiming to ilir tip troubles and a 
war in the ptovince, that they might bene- 
fit themfelves in the confufion. 

We left Aliverdi Kban to the Soutlnbard . 
of Siefygutty pafs, halting to fefrefh his 
troops after their fatiguing march.-^-Herc 
he met with an impediment, that was Well 
nigh making his whole fcheftle prove 
abortive. 

i 

His principal Jrmmautdaars, officers and 
fbldters, had been promiled four months ad- 
y^inced pay, (bcfidcs their old arrears) and 
4 » gra- 
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a gratuity of tliree Lacs of Rupees, as (bon 
as they entered the province of Bengal. — I 
The Jemmautdanrs, in a body, prefented 
themlelves betore the Nabob; and demand- 
ed the prom'iled pay and gratuity for them- 
felves and their people ; declaring if it was 
with-he!d frqm them, they would not 
march a foot further. 

This demand threw AVroerdi into the ut- 
mod perplexity, as knowing his inability 
to comply with it. For, what with the 
large bribes remitted to •Delty\ for the pur*» 
chafe of his independant government of Ba- 
bar i and what with other conliderable fums 
juft difburled, to corrupt and keep firm the 
principal officers in the fervicc of the Sou- 
bah ; his coffers were drained, and at a 
very low ebb. 

However, without difeovering the dif- 
ficulty he was under, he with his ufual 
dignity, and a voice of authority, “ order- 
** ed them Co withdraw, and wait without, 
“ and they iliould be fatisfied-”— — -Then 
calling a private Durbar^ confifting of his 
Dewan Cbinkumunny^ and a few of his 
chief confidants; he informed them of 
the demand of his Jemmautdaars, and re* 
prefented in lively colours, ** the rifque 

** himfelf 
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** himlelf.and they ran, of being deliver- 
« ed up to SuffraaTi iG)an^ unlefs ibme 
** expedient was devifed to, raile to the 
** amount of three Lacks, with which he 
** doubted not to quiet them for the pre* 
** fent.” To this the Dewan replied, the 
whole fum in his hands did not* exceed 
45000 Rupees; and that he knew of no 
means of railing more. — — 

This unfavourable report of the Dewan, 
proved a fevere^ (hock to jilimerdi and his 
adherents. — Various alternatives were (as 
ufual in thefe cafes) propofed, without any 
having the appearance of fucceeding 1 
amongft the reft, it was ilrenuouily urged 
by the Dewan, that an exprefs (hould be 
fent to yaggaut Sect ; but this was oppofed 
by the Nabob,— —who alTcrted, ** fuch a de- 
** lay would prove fatal to the whole cn- 
** terprize.”-i — And he was juft on the point 
of relolving to retreat with thofe troops he 
could depend on ; when the evil genius of 
Suffraaz Kban, in the perfon of one of 
jUiverdi's. foWowcTSf conciliated all matters 
by a device, which merits being particu- 
larly recited. 

There were tw'o brothers, merchants of 
Paina^ well known by the names of Omy 

Ckundy 
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Chiindt and Diep tlhund: the fdrmet qf 
thefe now attended the camp, and was ge- 
nerally of AliverdTs pfivatd councils j and 
niuch in his confidence. 

One 'of tnc occupations of this Omy 
Chund was, to advance occafionally ready 
money to thoofHcers and filldier. at a Very 
high premium \ this is an alloWtd praftietJ 
in all Eallern camps, and poflibly, at leaft ' 
for aught we know, it may be the pfac- 
tice in the Wefterh alfb — — howevdf, tHd 
greatnefs of the rilque certainly jUflifies the 
largencfs of the premium; For the repay- 
ment not only depends upon the lives of tho 
borrowers, but abb upon thfclr fuccefs, 

Omy Chund had brought with him only 
20,000 rupees, for this game at hazard ; 
he defired the Nabob would order his tJe- 
wan to pay him immediately the 45,000 ru- 
pees, which were in his hands; which being 
complied wuh, he iriftrudled the Nabob, 
“ To call in Ihe jemmautdaars — ^ — and 
** order them to bring in ah tlccbunt of 
their refpedlivc claimsf ahd to tell theth 
“ that he would give them draughts bh 
** Orny Chund ; taking care to give billed 
** firft to thofd who had the fmallell 'fums to 
I* receive; and that in the clofe of the 

** evening 
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*♦ evening he fliouKl (on pretence of frefli 
“ intelligence by his fpies tha^ Su^raax 
“ Khan was in full march towards him) 
** caufe thp N(ilnft to bp be^t, and iflTue his 
“ orders fqr engaging the eneipy early in 
“ the morning, and kave the reft to him,'* 

' Thp Jemtpantdaars w'ere called and or- 
dered to bring in their claims, which they 
did in lefs than an hour : for they generally 
have thcin ready made up on a icrap of 
paper, which they conceal either in their 
girdle or turband. When all the claims werp 
laid before the Nal)(.b — he ordered his De- 
V*an tP gii^e them billets upon Omy Chund\ 
the Pewan, according to private inftruc- 
tipns, tnade what deluy he couldf not to oc- 
cahon fpfpicion i and gave thofe firft who 
had tiie Icafl to receive. 

When the Jemmautdaars tendered their 
billets to Omy Cbund^ he paid feveral of the 
leaff conftderable fums readily* and without 
any deduil^ions : then, as he had accounts 
to fettle with moft of therp, he prolonged 
the time by many artful blunders and de- 
ligned errors, unt^ the day was far fpent, 
and not more than one eighth part of their 
accounts was adjuiled. Then expufing him- 
felf on account of the great fatigue he had 

un- 
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Undergone, he deferred the further pay^* 
meats untU the next morning. 

As foon as the day doled, Aliverdi or» 
dered the Nobut to be beat ; and ilTued out 
his commands to his yemmautdaars to hold 
tbemleh'es in readinefs for engaging the 
next day ; telling them that Suffraaxi Kbari% 
army was not far didant. 

This unexpeded alarm had the effed:, 
■which Omy Chund had forefeen : thofc who 
had received the amougt oF their billets, in 
all hade returned it into his cudody ^ and 
the others depofited their billets in his hands. 
In the morning the, Nabob refumed his 
march; took the rout to MorJJjodabad^ and 
kept up the alarm and expedlance of a bat* 
tic ; until he, in reality, encountered the 
Soubah ; to whom we once again return. 

Baa^er Alt Khan and Goas Khan^ receiv- 
ing hourly intelligence from their fpies of 
Aliverdfs motions, and the number of his 
forces, had dill the courage to reprefept to 
the Soubah, the danger his perfon and go- 
vernment were in — and humbly befoughe 
him, ** to provide for lafety whild in his 
** power;” urging ** that if the defigns 
•• of Aliverdi were honourable, the mod 

** eligible 
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** eligible way to prefer vc him in thoie 
** fentiments, was to let him fee he wa^ 
** in a condition and poflure to oppdie and 
“ crulh him. That if on the contrary the 
” defigns of AHverdi were aimed againft 
** the government ; his fnpine condudt muft 
** inevitably fecure his fuccefs. That from 

the face of their intelligence, and the 
** whole procedure of AHverdi, they had 
** no room to doubt the wickednefs of his 
** intentions.” 

Thcfc rcmonrtrances joined to advices 
the Soubah had himfelf received of the 
real number of A/iverdi's troops, at laft 
roufed him from his ftupor ; and he dircdl- 
ly ordered his Jemmautdaars and forces to 
take the held, and rendezvous in the plains 
of G>/ iu, about three miles to the North 
of MorJ?jadahad j himfelf following the next 
morning. He had hardly time to marfhal 
his troops in order of battle, when Aliver^ 
dts army appeared. 

Their forces was nearly equal j each about 
30,000 men ; 20,000 foot, and 10,000 
horfc. Suffraats. Khan had twenty pieces 
of artillery, from twelve to fix and four 
pounders : AHverdi had none. 


Suff'ftiusi 
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planted his Cji/mpp in hit 
front; wi(h lipft orders not to iirPi tjfiul 
the enemy ^yanced within half muiket 
fliQt > tor confiding on his artillery, hie ffft- 
^ feepre of victory — rAItverdi prde^ed hi* 
troops to receive the difehargj; of the egn-* 
non* and then tp ruA) in upon th|^ Souhth’s 
army fword in hand, hfped thefe or* 
derg whh great feeprity j for he gpd his 
troops kqcvir that by the tregchery of the 
Jope Kbonnab Droger, the cannon :were lead- 
ed with powder only. He al{b ifliicd his 
infirudlions to his officers, to regard npthing 
but attacking thpfe polts, which wfrq copi'^ 
snanded by Mujfn* Kf}(fn^ Baxter 4^i 
Kbant and Goas JCbatt : well knowing that 
none of the Souhah*s troops pr officers would 
engage, but thofe which were immediately 
Qpder their comniapd. 

When ■ the engagement began, all but 
five pr fix thonfahd of tfie Spubah s troops 
'•flood idle rpc<5lators of the battle, Aliverdt'^ 
bed troops advanced without the leafi: ap> 
prehenfion ; flood the difeharge of artillery ; 
and vigorpufly attacking tne i^tvifipn pf 
Baaker AH Kbttn^ (hf hind whifh *he 
bah was flatlbned) they were (wice repylfed 
with much flaughter: but Baakef 
troops bcing-oycrpowcrcd by' frefh num- 
ber*^ 
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bers, this brave man was killed ; and molt' 
of his party cut to pieces. 

Goas Khan penetrating to the center of 
the enemy, with a few brave followers, 
was near killing Aliverdi with his own 
hand i when Sedun Hazzaary, comrhander 
of his Burkunda/fei^ interpolcd and faved 
hinri ; obliging Goas Khan to retire with his 
command ; who, foon after being furround- 
ed by ABverdfs troop-', and difdaining to 
receive quarter, were to a man killed. 

Mujfat Kbooli Khan^ and the troops under 
his command, for fome time exerted thcm> 
feWes with great coinage and fidelity in de-* 
fct^ce of the Soubah's perfiin ; who being 
now, for the firft time, informed of the 
treachery of the T'ope Khonnab Droger, and 
♦V*.. perfidy of mod of his offi- 

cers and troops j and that he was betrayed 
on all hands; and learning alfo the fate of 
his two faithful generals he ordered 
** P^JJat Kbooli Khan to retire from the bat- 
** tie ; to make the bed retreat he could to 
** Cuttack \ and Ijivc, if poffible, the pro- 
** vince of Oriffa from the traytor and 
“ ufurper AllverM telling him ** he faw 
** it was vain for him alone to attempt 
(lemming the current of his adverfe (or- 
H “ tune.'* 
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tiPtune.** . Mt^at KJboaU Khan obeyed, and 
with.a fmall faithful party retired* aad elud-* 
cd the pterfuit of , the enemy* 

. The Soubah, thus abandoned* deterqamed, 
it (bould.feciii^.to eff*^ by a glorious dea^h 
the remwosbrance of bis inglorious 
At this Jun^ure .it was, that the. leader of 
his elephant propofed to him to telurn to 
the capital, ** telling him that he would en*« 
** g3gc> the forfeiture oF .bia. bead* to 
** convey him la^ thither, where ,he had 
** ftiJl foihe friends that would be able to 
‘‘.make a Hand. for bimi? .but , he: nobly 
replied,'!*** It never fhould be -faid that .^ufr 
** Jraass Khan fled^.froiii rebels and traytofs.'* 
He then ordered. . him to plunge into the 
thickeCl . of the. enemy ; . where* with a few 
of his guards, that dill, remained Heady .to 
him, ho for fome time maintained* .a^ obdi- 
' natc.;engagemsnt-~—Uke an! enraged, lion 
he fought . to a degree of defperation, : it 
was, faid. he emptied a whole quiver !-of .ar- 
rows; and difeUarged more tham a dozen 
javelins ; befides the execution he did with 
the fire arms he had with him,, on the ele- 
phant, But at lad be'ng weary with daugh- 
ter, .and. not able .any longer to lift, an arm, 
a period. was put toibis life apd. fortune,; by 
a mufket .ball Jroflpt a didgnoct; faid. Ko .be 

I difeharged 
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(fifcliargod by «ne of his own people. • WitH 
(fais wotfnd he fell dead frotn his elephant $ 
and with his death the conteft 

Thus fell the fon of Spujah KBan^ tef- 
tlfying^ by*hh exit from life,’ that he -pof- 
fe^ed a capable bf produdng •great ac- 
tions, had the foil been early propcrijp 
^cultivated. 

jilw&SKban poffefled himfclf of the late 
'Sonbah’s tenr and. baggage I the 'plunder of 
wbirh, atnotinfin^ to Ijciwewi nine abd ten 
'4acs of rupees, he bellowed upon his prin- 
cipal officers and foldiers— He tcetivt&Svf-’ 
fraaz Khan*'> perfidious 'officers and foldiets 
krto his fcfticej and marching to the-caj}!- 
(fti, entered rt without refidance through the 
■acclamations ■ 'of the people. Proceeding ^ to 
the palate, -ht feated ' himfclf upon the 
Muzftrudt arsd received the fubmifiiort of 
the Rajahs, Jemmautdaars, and other grttt 
blHcers, who acknowledged and faluted him 
Soubah of the TBree provinces. 

The fete of one of the three principal 
confpiraWrs,' having fomctliing remarkable 
in it, calls for oor partkailar mention,*—— 
Allum Chiifid returned from the invefting 
Aliverdi to hie own bonfe i and being bit- 
H z tcily 
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cerly reproached by bis wife, for his pec* 
and (r^fdba-.tD .the fon.of bis prince 
and maAier, and prediAing ** that ha would 
** {hortly receive the ujurper \he re- 

,wa.rd. due to« every rrtfy/er.’V -the ' was 
thereby fi>. much afied«d». that he fwallowr* 
ed'diainond.powder, and in x few hours ez- 
1 ^. ‘ ' 

Altnerdi Khan entertaining no favourable 
opinion of^the militery. prowefs and capa- 
city of the Bengal.. {olL<^ryi and- having lb 
very lately feen a glaring p^oof of their na- 
tural pcrftdy* as wollv’aS' cowaidiccy in the 
unhappy £dl of his predecelTor } determined 
tt^^put no trull. or con^dence in them : and 
in ordec to .guard agaiall their, treachery 
which, he . knew might be ealily purchafed 
ag^inll him*- : as it hadi.bcen for him, he en- 
tertained iouxiediately Jnrv bis fervice a iele^ 
body, ofithre^ thoufapd Ptf/^m/'wlth' their 
Gomtpander MufiapbtL Kban,- foldier of 
fortune^ who about thi|^ tinae' 'arrived in 
Bengal with reepmmendatory letters from 
court, ^ He bore the ‘chara6:er of a'confum- 
mate general.; . aod his. -fublequcnt a^ons 
verified the reportw— Thcfc new troops the 
Soubab kept always on duty near his per; 
fon ; and their , chief .vaii ' adnutt^ , to . his 
councils and favouCn . 
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His nei^t ftep was to difplace all officers, 
throughout the provinces, that he hiod rea- 
ibn to think retained any aHe<^ioh to the 
late Soubah’s houfe : and when - be thought 
himfelf fecure egainft . all attempts that 
might endanger hiS newly acquired»govcrn» 
ment, he appointed a Niab pro tempore 
the government of ^abar and its capital ; 
and recalled bis brother Hodf^e flamet, that 
be might .benefit himfelf of bis coanfejt’and 
affillance. in his arduous. fituation. 

. Hodjee being arrived, ail matters wereidie-' 
bated and concerted relative to the govern**' 
ment of the provinces' Hodjee was invefted' 
with the ^govcCnmcot o( .Iidor/hadabad, in 
the abfence of his brother ; tvho without 
delay took Xhe field, and. dire^ed bis rout 
towards Qrijjat on the thirtieth of March, 
1742 *,-r— We will leave the Soubah on his‘ 
march, and for a few minutes attend on tho 
Nabob of Ori£a. 

This fugitive, and unfortunate brother-in- 
law, to the late Soubah, (with udiom 1 was - 

* and death wai on the 

twenty^cighth of yanuary^ 17411*2, and not oil the 
ihirritih of 1742, as the author of the Refiec* 

titans erroneoufly fays, confounding the date of one 
^cm with another. 

H 3 


inti- 



( J <?2 ) 

intimately ac(^uaintcd) efcaped from - the 
battle Svith a fcwr fotfowcrs, as before re- 
cited. He in a tew days reached the ca- 
pital ‘ of OriJpij where many of the friends 
of Suffraaz KJbiin'i houfc reforted '*to ‘him : 
he made' fomc atteoipts to fortify, and enlift 
troops for the ' defence' of the place: but 
being ill fuppUcd with cannon and ammu- 
fiition, 'and rcceivtng'*^lertain incelligence of 
the ufurpet’s ‘ approach', with a very fufll» 
riour force to his oVVn ; he thought it pru^ 
dent to provide for liis o\vn fafetv, by re- 
treating out of the pro^nce with his family. 
He left Kuttack four days ‘ before the Sou- 
bah’s van-guard reached it; and found an 
a^lutii in the JDercrtTr, tinder 'fVjr2;arf/w jit 
Mulk: 

Kuitatk opened its gates to the Ufurper ; 
but hc'had fcarcely fettled the government of 
Orijfa^ when he wras alarmed with the news, 
’that an army of Sc,ooo Mabaraitorhovie had 
entered the province of by a pafiage 

over the Bierhobeen hills; and had already 
penetrated into the Burdemaan country. 

The Ufurper received this unexpedlcd 
fhock with manifeft af^onifhment : he im- 
niediutely faw, not only his retreat,'- but 
every communication with his brother and 
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his capital cut off. In this difemtna we 
will leave him for a while, and inveftigate 
as well the caufes of this invafion, as con- 
vey fbme idea of the people called Maha- 
rattorsi w^ho for a few years laff paff> have 
been as much the dread and terror of the 
Eaft, as the Gotbi and Vandals of old were 
of the Weft : with this cflential difference 
however in their clura< 5 lcrs» that whereas 
ibtfe were the barbarous invaders of the 
jights- and property of others ; th^e are mak- 
ing juffifiable efforts to recover tbat^ which 
their anceffors had b ^en, for age$« in peace- 
able and juft poffeffion oft 

When the Empire of Indojlan was invad- 
ed; and, in part, conquered by the. Mo- 
gul ^artarSf about the beginning of the 
fifteenth century : many of the Rajahs, or 
Hindoo princes of the country, fubmitted 
with little oppofition iq invaders, on 
condition of holding their lands and princi- 
palities, paying a ftipulated annual tribute. 
But others of them, difdaining this tribu- 
tary (late of flavery, retired to the fouth- 
ward } and poflefling themfelves of the moft 
fouthern parts of Deccan^ they remained 
unmolefted, until ^ftx>ut the year J654; the 
latter end of the reign of the Emperoi 
Shofua yebawn, 

a 4 bf is 
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His third iba Auring Zebe, beiog at that ! 
period nSoubah. oC^the I>eccan, (or foutb) 
made a fruitlcis- attempt on Gdcmda ; in- 
iligated thereto by Mhir 'Jemla^ who rc- 
vr^tcd jtO: him from the then reigning Ra- 
jah of^ that famoua, city » and the adjoining 
co.nocry,, 

; jAw'ffg Z*b<^ fucceeding-. to the. throne 
of m. thti year. 1^59) purfued by. 

h^i Oeoerals hif . former, dchgna againft thc; 
independ^t.tRaJabSi .on. the coaft of, Cor- 
mandel\ being guided chiefly by the counfel 
and jnftru<aions of Mbir Jemla j by whole 
valour Gakanda. was reduced j and the whole 
edafl fubdned,. from Ganj^tm to Qokroonxi- 
yer, that is, from the latitude oC ii °. 40' 
to 19®. 30*. north. 

The other promontory of Jndia^ .called 
the coafl of MaUabar^ from the borders of 
the province of Guzerat. to <;apo Coworin^ 
was never, conquered by jtbc Mogul .Em- 
perors : but the. independant pofleflion of it, 
was maintained by various Rajabq 4 the chief 
of whom was the Rajah of Sittarab.. 

To independant prioces^«,tbe dif^ 
trefled, and difpofleilcd Rajahs of : CVi»<oi-. 
de*/ applied .for fuccoyr. farmed at 

the 
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the rapid progrefs -of the Mogul anm,. im- 
mediately united thein{elTea..uiKleK> the tbano 
ners o£ .^e Rajah of SiOtraiL 

Thele united princes and people; areihoie 
which are known*- by -that^general-Mme of 
Mabarattors ; a word compounded •oi Rat-^ 
tor and Maabab : the firft being the name- 
of a particular Raaxpotii'{ot R^poaf) tribes 
and the lat(er» hgnifying or mighty s- 

(aa explained' » term we 
have had bccafion to' -make ^ufe of IkH&re; 
and frequently Chall ^gain. 

• ' 'Ihe acqoiiitions that Mined to th^ Em- 
pire* by the Gcnerak 'o^^rw^ coft 
lb much blood and treafure, that' the' dia- 
mond mines of Golconda hsit6\y proved an 
equivalent : for the confederate princes 
made foch vigorous effbf Cs ' to f^egain Whitt 
they had loft, as obliged jiurif^, Zebd 
to keep up lb large an atinament* that 
the expence of prefi^ving his' new conqueft 
exceeded the whole 'ocvecues' acquired by 
• The glorious vanity,' however,' of hay-r 
ing carried 'his conqueftk of this Empire 
further than any of his predeceftbrs, detjei^ 
mined him not ■ to aliiandoit them ; ' until 
finding at laft*’ he- ihould rilque the lols of 
the wholci he ' began to ' indicate coming 

to 
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to a treaty wkh them : 'which tefolution 
Was haftened by feveral bold attacks, madd 
on different parts of his dominions by the- 
Mabarattors at the fame time.- ■ " - On the 
ffde of his new fouthern acquiiitions, they 
carried fire and fworti fbmetimes into the 
province of Dcnetiitabad ^ and attacked the 
capital ^uringahtjd from Stttarab they 
penetrated throogh the province of Guxemt j 
and fometimes alarmed even the court of 
Delby j ftrikkig a •par>ick wherever- they 
came. ' . . ..... 

... • . •i 

Auring 'Zebe, feeing, at length, no prof- 
peA of extending his conqueffs farther 
over the/e intrepid natives ; thought it a 
wife meafure to fecure, and keep if pof* 
iible, what be had got. — To this end, he 
entered into a »renty wkh the confederate 
Rajahs ; ' and by a iecret valuable conGder- 
ation given to the Rajah, King of 

Sittarabf a peace was concluded -between 
them on the following terms. ♦* That 
** Auring Zebf fhould remain in quiet 
** pofleflion of h^s fouthern conqueffs 'Us 
•• far as the river Coler^orf^ before meniion- 
** ed, and the port of Surat \ and that in 
** lieu thereof, the Mabarattors ■ fbould re* 
*' ceivt, and he intitlcd to, for ever, a 
** Cbwt (that if, the fourth part) of tba 

“ reve- 
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revenues of Deccan i* to which Scubab^ 
Jhipt thefe new fouthero CQpque^is an- 
nexed by the Emperor. 

Thus a period was put to a war, , that had 
chiefly employed the attention, of near, two 
thirds of Attring Zehe*% long .and fortunate 
reign ; by which, fo important an addition, 
of eerritory apd revenue was obtained* th^ 
had it been duly and honelUy govern- 
ed and admtniftered ; and the treaty kept 
inviolate on both fides, would have yielded 
a perpetual fource cf riches to ail fucceed- 
ing Emperors, on every- emergency of the 
ilate. 

♦ As long as Auring Zebe lived, the Cb(At 
was duely paid to the Mabarattors but on 
his dcceafe the treaty began to be infringe 
cd, though it fuffered no open rupture un- 
til the death of Show Allum $ when the 
Empire falling into a date of univerial con- 
fulion, (by the contentions that aroie be- 
tween his ions for the fuccefllon to the 
throne, and by the fubfequent diftra^ions 
during the defpotic tyranny of the Seyds) 
little regard was paid to it, on the pert of 
the governmi^nt. 

Things- being in this fituation, the Maba- 
rattors determined to pay themfelves ; by 

making 
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making incnrfions on difl^rent iides of the 
Fmpirc; and laying the city of Surat under 
contribution : in which warfare they met 
with fuch fucccfs from the continued pufiU 
lanimity and diftraftion of the government, 
that at lengthy they extended their claim and 
demand, from the ^fttpulated C/w/ of the 
revenues 6 f the • Deccan ; to a Cbc^t tf the 
whole rcvchdes of the Empire. 

However, when Mahommed Shmoy by the 
overthrow, of the arrived to the* fr- 

cure po^flion of the throne, Anm' 
fbme check was pat to -their tnvafrpn ; and 
terms of accommodation being made to them, 
they for fome years acquiefccd in the terms 
of during ^tbe% treaty ; and "eanmlly 
ceived the CbotU of the revenues of the 
Deccan^ by their agents out of the royal 
ti uafury at Delhy long after tbcfe revenues 
had lofr their way. to court, by the' ufurpa- 
tion and independance of the traytor Ntxam 
al Mttlk. 

In the year 1740, the deputies of the 
King of Sittarab, arrived 59 ulual at Delhy 
AX) receive the Cbcut j wHen they were given 
to iinderftand by the MoguV s miniftry, ** That* 
** Na^fi^*&ba<ivy'^A lately lo exhaufled thetrea** 
** fury, tba^ the^^mperor was rendered ut- 

»* tcrljr 
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** terly incapable of fatii/ying their demands ; 

the more efpecially, as the revenues of 
*' the ^ngal provinces had been witheld 
** from the year 1738, by the rebellion of 
Aliverdi Kban ; -who in conjiindion with 
** h>s brother; H&djefi Harnett .had ufurped 
** the, government of that Soubabdary : . they 
** requeuing at the lame time that the de* 
** puties would intrcat.their .aiafter iqi.tbe 
** Emperor’s name, to lend an army of fu&> 
** ficient force to..e^aA the aqsotlAt. of the 
** Qb<dk, that was due to . them i . and alfo to 
** take the heads . pf aliverdi aOd bis. bro- 
** tber i and reftoffi the SiUD\\y. Scujab Kban 
** to the SQubahlfaip ;.as tho j^en di draped 
** Hate of the Empire put it out of his power 
** to feqda ,force» ftrong/enoiugh, to reduce 
the two rebels/* 

With this atvfwer, and aSlual ptywert from, 
the Ejnperor, the deputies’ departed ’ fdf • Sitm. 
tarabj—^K fadt that fully confutes! the afler- 
tion of jdliverdT% having* received 9k.'.Pldr- 
maundt confirming him in the government $ 
as was publilhed by beat qf drum» and in- 
dufirioully circulated, by, .the ^^etA . the ; latfer 
end of thc y^ .t739*. 

The 

I 

* AUmmfit is reported to have fat in ftate '• whole 
day to ceccire chelhain Pfnrmeundt with the ufual cere* 

monuUs 
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The Mabarattor deputies arriving at 
taraby reported the refult of their deputa- 
tion, and the Broperor’s requeft. The 
King of SittdP’ob did not ruminate long 
yrhzt refolution to take : he now had ob- 
tained a juftifiable plea to attack the Mo- 
gul's dominions with his own confent ; 
therefore, without lofs of time, he ordered an 
army of 80,000 horfe to take the held, and 
march into Bengal i under the command of 
Bofcbar Pundity a general of (bme repu- 
tation, and favorite of the Seboo Rajah 
King of Sittarab. Tikis' general, and army, 
we left in the Burdomaan country between 
the ufurper and his capital ; to whom we 

c • ' ' 

iMinials on £ach oocafiont ; faut thti n a farce that has 
been Jimcd played in foms parts of the province of 
and laughed at, as much as it was then. — For 
the Suts could always tip a Phlrmaund from coui i. 
when ever it was vhtnud. That was nsver 

confirmed in the government by a ive/ Phirmtmnd^ is a 
{^€k that admiu of no doubt | and it is well known, 
that fo late as -/fans 1750, the Vizir Monfoor jilt 

Khan^ (father of Soujab Dmulaiy the prefent Soubah 
of Oude) was advanced at the head of 100,000 horfe, 
within eiglit days march of Patna^ purpolely to reAore 
thefe fo long difinembcred provinces to the Empire, and 
puni(h the ufurper: — but differences arifing between the 
young Emperor Amit Shaw^ (fon and fuccefTor to Ma^ 
hommid Shaw ) and Rajah Jeei Sing^ the Vizir was 
irecalled from this fervice ; or, as others more probably 
iaid, bis retreat was bought off by Ativsrdi, at the 
price of fifty Lac of Rupees. 

mail 
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muH: again return i aud point PHt, thn err^n 
that, drew ^im. into, (ho p^rilqun 
an$iy dilemma, wq Zqft him in,^ before wq 
^ew h^vr bravely ^ ex^rji/saepd hio^felf 
from Ih 

Soofff fbort time heiore: he departed 
fi^oQi JfdorJhadi^ad^ 4 dight tumour pre* 
vaUed of the iatei;tdad ipvaiion- of the 
bf/rattQrs. 3. to which no qrec^ wa$ given, 
ei|h^ by, the nhirper .or hia wother. But 
(light Uie report .wat> it^ ought to have 
merited their aftention at a junfture when 
he>. vras departing with«. all the Hreogch. of 
the provinces to^ the moB extreme part of 
his government: and as,; he mnfe have 
hn!OW()> .00^ enemy couUl enter the province 
of Bengali fo as. to cut off his communi- 
cation with bh; /capital, but by the weftern 
hills, of Bierbol^e^ i prndeoce. dictated that 
ho (houid have ^ured the, hdelity of the 
Rajahs o£ Bierbobeen and Bifiuipare %_ who 
were alone capable of harrading and retardr 
.ing>. Jf not, of preventing . the Mabgurattor 
army ‘ f^om.etiteting. on that (ide. 

: But (as if Fortune bad. purj^fed, that 
.thejneglodh of. ^is wife precautiojn (houid 
be conducive to the higrttr exaltation of 
the charader of this her ravorite fon) fo far 

were 
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VKre the brothers from adverting to the 
neceflity of fuch a (purity in their rear^ that 
both thefe Rajahs had been highly incenled 
by (bme a£ts of opprefhon exercifed towards 
foon after AHverdt s ufurpation of the 
government 3 and were readily difpofed. in 
place cf obftruifUng the enemy, to give 
them a free entrance into the heart of Ben-- 
gal't which they did without the leaft op* 
pohtion : though in purfuing their refent- 
ment, they entailed a long feries of heavy 
calamities on their unhappy country. 

• 

We left Aliverdi Khan at Cuttack^ in deep 
aftoniChment at the news of this dangerous 
invafion. ' Without difeovering the leaft ap* 
prehenfton or alarm, he withdrew for the 
Ipace of half an hour \ in confultation only 
with Muftapba Khan : and then ordered his 
peupic to prepare for marching. He quit* 
ted Cuttack the fame days and by forced 
marches arrived near Burdwan, the principal 
town of Burdomaan ; (within five days march 
of the capital) two days after the Mabar af- 
ters took poireffion of it. Here he intrench* 
ed himfelf ; and was foon furrounded by the 
enemy ; who though they had at leaft the 
fuperiority of eight to one* had not the 
courage to attack him. 


B^cbar 
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Bojchiur ' Pundit t 
ft letter-; ‘'ttcpWning-’-'thft 
l)b«v>erft< he^’^Taa iftiteiliSfl’ wftH'f' tFciVnrtifi^ 
*•' three **'y«rrs''sirreaM of chfc 

** trfcafarci''fi€‘thc‘’t^*4^e^SA:^iri&i; itfd 
that aft <Jfflcer of rtWHI- dv^ 

** ih<Mld ^have>a feat Itt^ersty 0«tch<?ftV 
■** fiiitoughottl tHc 'p^<^v^ci^s^;“ to’ <^|fedt'.\fje 
M fourth p^rtf '<6f‘' the Ouitom^' yn’Hlfeif 
» haJf.’*' 

The /jirurpet, thefiS' r^rjw; Wfth 

the higheft indignation and iippatiencq j in- 
(hakty colfttiithding^llh nteflcngrfPi<y 
hit' camp,‘'tfrithouf 

ply tat rArw’: artd^findfttg'bvthe propbfitibtfs 
madft*tcr-' hinii^ 'thit th’etv rdrtialned'-'frftill 
hopc Uf ’cffeiSWfife^ny’^e^Utfn^ditibh ^ith 
the General, 'he''d'(cti;ciii!i^cd to 

Aiafce^Ae idehhfak^thVou^h 

• the * and‘ Regain- ‘ rtiUii itatiOh 

’l«iitb h|s=’‘br<ilh^ ^rPOt thli^ ttflhlnfion he 
h^tihmUtatthi;''1^ fthfern'iig 'ari^ ttniv^rfal 
panie^'aW>hgft '4iii troops, ‘ rhany 

effl)thtiilf*Vlefclfed hifn,-'b)i* ihvipijf of t!he 

^Ighi. 

llv|>uwAdtncft^'bf thia' le^lu^Hbn, he TfSied 
the ‘neceflary orders ; -Oinitilh^^dthing - that 
could fpcah the conCummate General ; pco- 

1 mifia^ 
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n:ifir.g molt liberal rewards to thofe who 
maintained, in this exigency, the charatStcQ^^ 
of foldiers : and well judging that his^ 
principal dependance refted upon the Piir 
/a»s, he b..fiowcd the highclf cnconiiutns 
and promifcs on that body; by wliom he. 
began to be loved and revered ; for being, 
themfeivts brave, they admired tliofc in- 
trepid qualities in JlU’Vcrdit which lb nearly, 
refembkd their own. 

All things being prepared, the ufurper 
directed that part of thc^trenvh to be level-, 
cd with the utmoft filcn.ee, which loohed to- 
wards Cut'ivah. Then putting himfelf with 
Mtijii2/‘l\i Kh^n at the head of the P</- 
taus half an hour before. day break, he, 
marci'.ed out ; 'and with amazing courage 
charged that part of the enemy that in-, 
tercepted his rout towards tlic lall men- 
tioned town. 

His rear being cempofed entirely of his 
Bt'vgiil troops, ^then efteemed the word 
foldicrs of the Empire) was foon fur- 
rounded and put to flight ; but the Patans 
exhibited a glorious effort : thefc led on 
(as before obferved) by the Soul'al\ anc^ 
tl'icir gallant chief Mujlapla\ and their rear, 
commanded by the brave Zeyttdi Amet 

Khariy 
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Kharit -(Hodjeei 'fccond fon) with much 
flaaghter iut themfclves a paflage through 
the enemy ; and gained the Cutwab road ; 
In the courfe of which, they maintained a 
moll: memorable retreat for near three days 
and nights : being often furrounded and at 
tacked on all fides, by the whole Maha- 
r'attor army, and as often rcpulfing and 
forcing- their palfage until they arrived at 
Cutwab* 

At this" placg the ufurper muftered his 
troops, and found ihat of 2 !;,ooq fighting 
men, with which he departed from liis 
capital, he had only remaining 2500 iV- 
tam\ and about 1506 of his Bengal loldiers, 
including their ofiicers thefe lafl: n:'.tned 
troops, ftimulated by the example of ’the 
Patam, and the intrepid behaviour of their 
Jemmautdaar “Jaffier Khan were kept 
firm to their duty. 

At Cutu'abf Alkierdi found it necellary 
to halt lor a fliort fpace to refrcfli his har- 
ralled troops ; who, during the term of this 
ailoniniing retreat, had in a manner been 
ftrangers to food j rcll ; or fleep. Here 

* Since better known by the name qf Mhlr 'JaffUr 
Aii Khan Soubah of UtnguL 

1 2 they 
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they were again furrounded on all fides» 
except on that of the river; which Ali'oerdi^ 
was informed was in one place fordable ; a 
circumAance unfufpe^led by the enemy. 

It was now univerfally believed that the 
ufurper muft furrendcr himfclf, or be cut to 
pieces with the few that remained with 
him. And indeed a report ran through the 
province that he was adually taken prifo- 
ner; but the anions of this handful of 
men, in their retreat from Burdwarty had 
Aruck fuch terror and qpiazement into the 
whole Mabarattor ixvay \ that they gazed 
upon them as fo many enraged tygers in a 
net, without daring tr^ approach the toils 
that enclofcd them; and contented them- 
felves with the profpefl of ftarving them to 
a furrender j little dreaming that Alrocrdt 
would attempt fording the river, with peo- 
ple nearly exhauAdd by continued labour 
and watching. 

The ufurper ^taking advantage of this 
viAble panic in the enemy, and unwilling 
to let the triumphant ardour of his own 
fold.ers cool ; relblvcd icr attempt the river 
without further delay : and knowing there 
was a defile leading from the village to the 
river, through which the enemy might in- 
tercept 
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tercept his pafTage, he judged it necc/Tary 
to fccure it; thereby alfb to prevent his 
rear’s being attacked before they could gain 
the river. 

The defence of this dangerous port was 
given to Muflapha Khartt fopportedPy ^eyn^- 
dt Amet Khan, and yaffier Khan, with eighty 
Jele£t Patans-, who immediately departed 
to^take poffeilion of the DeJ^le — As foon as 
they were poded, Muflapha Khan difpatched 
a mellenger to tlie Soubah to advife him, 
he might attempt the river whenever he 
pleafed. 

Aliverdi having previoufly made the nc- 
ceflary difpohtions, put himlelf at the head 
of the Patans and gave the iignal for 
marching to the river; which they entered 
without moledation, preceded by well in- 
Aru(5led guides. 

As foon as the enemy perceived him in 
motion, they inllantly attacked the 
with great; violence ; hoping dill to circum- 
vent him. — They, at firft ieemed to deride 
and defpife the fmall number left for the 
defence of it; but foon found their error, in 
repeated repulfes with heavy daughter ; from 
this determined, though fmall body of men : 

1 3 each 
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each of their leaders, on this motnentous 
occafion, giving proofs of valour vvQrlby tl^ 
greateft heroes yf antiquity. 

They ma'ntahied their poft, for a full 
hour, againil reiterated attacks of frelh 
troops ; v.'idioiit giving the lead way j and 
until they judged the Soubah had fafely 
pad the river. They then began to retreat 
by fluw degrees through the Dr-^!r, with- 
out turning their backs ; and having gained 
about the middle part of it*, advice was 
broil 'ht to Kban, that his rear 

^Yas attacked by the enemy "f-. — -This ge- 
neral, without hefitating a moment, com- 
inirted the cliarge of dais front to ytyndee 
jimet KLuni^ and KLum : and order- 

ing the forty men that compofed his rear 
to lace about, he put himfclf at their head, 
forming two fronts to oppofc tlie enemy j 
and lending orders to yeyndee Amct to con- 
tinue his retreat, he bravely charged his 
new aucagonifts, and forced them to retire 
with much lofs. When the whole party 

• T'hc DefiVc was about eighty yards in length and 
ten wide. • 

i 'I'liis event happened thus — a body of the Ala^ 
tj.ifuitjrsy about one (houfand niciiy furecd an entrance 
into the town, aiuJ had made a fiuitlefs attaik upon 
Jihv^rui\ rear, as they pafled the river, from* which 
|h'jy were iiqw returned. 


had 
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had cleared the IDiJilct he commanded hi® 
men to form in one line on the Hiorc, vvi^Ii 
their backii to the river ; and making a feint 
to give a general aflault ; the enemy, as he 
ex'pctfled, \.'a; ilriick with terrer, and reti- 
red many paces. Alujlapka taking advantage 
of their didunce, inllantly commanded his 
troops to face about and take the river; into 
w'hich they plunged, and gained the oppolite 
fliore, with the lofs, on the whole, of only 
fifteen men. 

If we confider the retreat of thefe Ve- 
terans (from Burd’ivan to the oppolite fhure 
of CuHvah river) in all its circuniftances ; 
it will appear as amazing an effort of hum'an 
bravery, as the hilloiy of-any age or peo- 
ple have chronicled ; and we thuik it., me- 
rits as much being reconled and tranfmitted 
to poflcrity, as th.it of the celebrated Atbe~ 
niuH general and hiltorian. 

Mujlapba Kbariy 'Pfeyndee Amet Kha/iy and 
yaffhr Kbii't were reccivea by the Soubah, 
'with all the niarks of the l^igliell affedlion 
and elleein. lie bellowed great encomiiiuls 
on the valr»ur of pfiiljkr Khan, who was 
ever after dillinguillied by his iavour. He 
falutcd, and thanked by name, every one of 
\\ic ^ Vat ans, who fougitt under thefe com- 
1 4 minders 
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tnanders at the memorable defence of the 
Defile: and having refreihcd his troops, 
proceeded on his march to the capital, 
where he was received with afloniihment 
and reverence. His firft adts were, to pre- 
fect Mujlapba Khan with ten lac of ru- 
pees ; and proportionably to reward the reft 
of his brave defenders, 

Whilft the ufurper was gaining everlaft- 
ing renown as a foldier, his brother Hodjee 
Hii'net was employed in putting the city 
of Morfadr.had in a^pofturc of defence. 
With extraordinary expedition he funk a 
ditch round itj formed a rampart and para- 
pet j and planted capnon in thofe parts 
where the city was moft open to the ene- 
mies attacks.- Aliverdz reproaching hirrj 

with bavin" abandoned him to the ene- 
** my; and with being felicitous only for 
** his own fafety ; by neglcdling to fend a 
body of troops to favour his retreat”— 
Hodjee replied, “ that condndiog (from the 
number of the enemy, his forlorn fttua- 
tion, and the repeated reports of h f 
being taken prifoncr and killed) he was 
no more; he thougln it more advife- 
able to ilrengthcn the city, than to wea- 
** ken the defence of ir, by parting with 
I* any of the few forces he had been able 

!• <« 



( 121 ) 

to raife for its prefcrvation.” And in 
truth, Aliverdi found it in a much better 
ilate of defence than he expelled. 

Before the ufurper had fet out bii his 
expedition for the redudtion of OrijJ'a, he 
had fent orders to his deputy governor bf 
Pat nay to levy troops in the province of 
Bahar. But thefe forces being not yet ar- 
rived in Bengali he was, to the great morti- 
fication of his enterprifing and military 
genius, reduced to the neceflity of fiiutting 
himfelf up in his capital ; and was employed 
in providing further for its fecurity. 

The Mabarattors recovering from their 
confternation and panic, and acquiring a 
better knowledge of the river, palled it 
with iiic'u whuic force; advanced to Mor- 
Jhadabad'y and furrounded it without at- 
tempting to alTault it. They detached parties 
into the environs ; plundering and deflroy- 
ing wherever they came; they fent frme 
bodies of horfe into the illand of CoJjitnbu<,.ir 
who committed there the moft horrid deva- 
Aation and cruelties: they fed. their horles 
and cattle with mulberry plantations; and 
thereby irreparably injured the filk manu- 
fai^ure; In Ihort, after committing eveiy 

holfile 
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{lioftile adl, which plenitude of power li- 
cenfed without molellation j they thought It 
at length prudent to retire with their plun- 
der ; left the approaching rainy fealbn (which 
Idts in, anuMully, about the middle of June) 
j^ould inijeicept their retreat. 

t a 

7«»# , With this ncceilliry precaution they quit- 

ied the blockade of the city, and repaffed at 
Cut’-ujah early in Juite^ 1742, with all tlieir 
^unenfe plunder. 

] From Cutviob^ they* penetrated through 
the Burdomaan country ; detaching their 
parties into every diftrid ; ftill amafling 
greater booty, and ftriking univerfal terror 
round them j lomctimcs alarming even the 
European fctilements. The rains at length 
fetting in, about the middle of JunCt gave a 
flattering hope that the land would foon be 
delivered from thefe devouring locuffs. But 
alas ! this pleafmg proi'ped had but a fliort 
duration ; they retired it is true and bent their 
rout towards the* Bierlfoheen hills ; irrefolute 
whether they fliould quit the provinces in- 
tirely } or only lodge themfelves in conve- 
nient quarters in that high country } whcr6 
they would be ready to commence a nev^ 
feene of deArudion as foon as* the rains 
- broke 
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broke up (which they generaHy 'do about 
the latter en<i Seplewhr or the.uticldle of 
OPiober.) 

It was by moft believed that :th« enemy ~ ^ 
bad taken their departure for their own 
pountry ; and it is certain they had formed >743 
that .resolution : when on a luddon, to the 
utter ajnazei.ncnt of all, Bofehar Pundit if- 
fued orders to march into Bengal ; fo his 
ill dediny prompted him, that he might by his 
fall pay a ficrijice l»)r the cruel . enormities 
committed on all ranks, by thofe under his 
command. 

They returned al»out the latter end of 
yuly ; and pitched their tents on the higheft 
parts of the Burdomaan country ; and fettled 
theinfelves there, for the remainder of the 
rainy fcafon. 

On this event, a general face of ruin fuc- 
peeded. Many of the inhabitants ; weavers* 
and hufbandmen fled. The jlrungs Vk^ere in 
a great degree deferred * the lands untilled ; 
and the wretched fugitives who had efcaped 
with nothing but their w'ives and children, 
and whatever they could carry in their 
hands, tKought there was no fafety for 
|hem, until they arrived on the Eajlern Ihore 
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of the Ganges ; to which they flocked in 
(hoals» without intcrmilTion for many days 
together. 

The manufadtures of the Artings received 
fo injurious a blow at this period, that they 
have ever fince lofl: their original purity and 
eflimation ; and probably will never recover 
them again. But it is neceflTary we explain 
what influenced Bojebar Pundit, to take the 
extraordinary and unexpedted Hep above* 
mentioned. 

There was an officer employed in the 
receipts of the revenues at Dacca, named 
Mbir Ilubbceb, who had embezzled a con- 
flderable fum ; and had otherways been 
guilty of mal-admi niff ration in the execu- 
tion of his truff. This man had been orde- 
red, ibon after AJiverdf s feizing the govern- 
ment, to repair to the capital, and render 
an account of the branch committed to 

him. He was bold and. enterpriflng ; of 

folid judgment ;* minutely acquainted with 
the ftate of the provinces and courfe and 
nature of the revenues. .To draw his cha- 
radler, in ffiort, we need only fay, he was 
in political virtue the very counterpart o^ 
Hodjee Hamet, 


Con- 
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ConCcious that his conduit at DaCfa would 
not bear the teft of examination, he availed 
himlelf of the prefent jun^ure of confu.**: 
fion ; and in place of repairing to the capi- 
tal, he fled to Bqfcbar Pundit ; and arrived 
in his camp, at the very period whpn.that 
general refolved to quit the provinces, and 
return to Sittarab. 

His known character and abilities procu- 
red him a ready and welcome reception^ 
and' his mifchievous talents made him a 
dangerous inflru'menr in the hands of thele 
invaders ; to accomplifli, in a manner, the 
utter deflrudtion of the country. He rcprc- 
fented to Bofcbar Pundit , ** That in the 
** prefent ftate of the provinces, be might 
** with facility and fccurity aflame the go- . 
vernment of the Soubahdaaiy himfelf ; 
that it would be inglorious for him ^9 
“ treat with the calf, when be could take tbe^ 
** cow alfo ; that the rains would fupn break 
** up, and fet his cavalry at liberty ; and that' 
** he had no caufe to apprehend the ufurper 
“ would ever have any power or force capable, 
** of oppofing him." Bofcbar Pundit , 

hearkened to this pernicious advice ; immedi- 
ately changed his rout; and returned from 
erboheen to Burdomaan, as before rem^i'l^cd : 
and having flxed his head quarters at Burd- 

wan. 
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•nan, he fent proper oflicers at the head of 
fmall parties to colleA the revenues at every 
feat of cuftofM j and this they did for fomc 
time with as much tranquillity, as if they 
bad been the natural fovereigns of the 
country. 

During thefe tranfa«5tions the ufurper was* 
not idle. As foon as he had certain intelli- 
gence that the enemy had repaired the Cut- 
•mah river, he quitted the city ; and being 
foon after re-inforced by thjs Patna levies, 
and the number of his Potam being encreafed 
from the Northward, he formed' his camp 
in the neiifhbourhood of Mor/hadabad. 
The Rngltjhy French artd Dutch, thought if 
neceflary, during the rains, by various means 
to fortify alfo, and add to the ftrength of 
their feveral I'ettlemcnts, at Port William., 
Chumiernagore , Hough- and Crjjimburzar ; 
though they were hitherto unmolellcd in their 
perl'uns, or property, by the enemy. 

Early in October the enemy, by the ad- 
vice of Mhjr Plubbeeb, threw a ftrong bridge 
of boats over the Ciitivah river j the de- 
fence of which was given" to him. By hi^- 
afUdance alfo the enemy was now fupplied; 
with fdme fmall cannon ; fire arms ; and am- 
munition. He conflrut^tcd for the defence 

of 
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of his bridge two large boats j the coa*? 
tiguous above ; the other below the bcidge^ 
on the Plojjt’y lide. On thefe he threw. 
forms, on whieli he planted a few carriage 
pieces ; forming cttedlual. barricadojeg with 
loop Ijolcs, for the fecurity of his own peppiest 
as well as for the annoyance of the ufurpec'si 
troops, in cafe they (hould prove .hardy} 
enough to attack tlic bridge ( for the defcnoc; 
of wliiclr lie embarked with him the helh. 
inurklmeii he could feledl:.-— 

This djfpontron being completed, (the 
whole of the Mabm'attor arn^y orofled over>f 
and began tlteir incurhons to different partij 
of the illand, where ever the waters ' wouldL 
admit their marching : fomplimes fhuwing* 
thcmfcives in rtrong bodies round the ufur- 
per’s camp j and infuUing him with, oppro- 
brious language, without daring to auadct 
him. 

The latter end of OSloher^ the fains broke 
up; the waters dec reafed hourly t and ther 
roads foon became paffable every where. Itl 
was now the enemy thought it advifeaUliel 
to recall their detached parties, 'and unite 
their whole force ; which they drew up be- 
tween the ufurpei’s camp and 
fecure of a retreat to . their bridge. . Hate 
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they halted three days i and reported they 
would wsuk there and give the ufurpet 
battle. 

* AKijerdit elated at this report, took the 
£eld, and advanced towards the enemy ; not 
doubting; but that if he could once bring 
them to a general engagement. It would 
prove decifivc in his favor.— —His whole 
force amounted to about forty-eight thou- 
iand men; of whom barely twenty thoufand 
were hor/c. Whereas the enemy’s force 
was wholly compofccL of cavalry ; an ad- 
vantage they had the wifdom fully to avail 
themfclves of, by the fagacious counfel of 
Mbir Hubbeeb ; through the courfe' of this 
deilroAive and long conted:. 

As the ufurper advanced, they retreated 
towards the bridge, which they now refolv- 
ed to repafs. This they could not efTetft 
without their rear’s being warmly attacked 
and harraded by AHverdt-^ who, for this 
purpoie, advanced with a chofen body of 
horfe, fome hours before the main body of 
his army. 

The enemy had gained the bridge^ arid 
paded over three fourths of their'afmy ; when 
AJiverdi made a furious adault- upon the 

remainder. 
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remainder, and threw them into confunon. 
But notwithilanding a heavy daughter madv 
amongft them, the greate/l part of theoi 
recovered the bridge ; and Aliverdi was ob- 
liged to draw off his people (who began 
to be feverely galled by the fire from Mbir 
Hubbeeb’i floating machine) and retire out 
of the reach of the fliot, where he flayed 
until hi$ heavy cannon was brought up tp 
him. 

Had Mbtr Hubbeeb, in obedience to Bof^ 
char Pundit's, orders, drawn, off his party ^ 
and deflroyed the bridge, as fopn as tha 
rear of the Mabarattor army pad itj and 
Oliver di retired ; he would have gained 
great reputation in the adlion. But not fuf* 
pe^fiting that the ufurper’s cannon could pof- 
fibly be lb near, as it really was > he was fo 
rafh as to remain on his pod, until Aliverdi 
had, with afloniOiing expedition, open- 
ed a battery of three ftx pounders upon 

it. —Mbir Hubbeeb dood one difchaige 

from the battery ; and now perceiving his 
error, attempted to efcape with his party ; 
but Aliverdi had poded a body of horfe fo 
advantageoufly, that immediately upon the 
difeharge from his battery, they fell in pell 
ntell with the enemy on the bridge ; and si 
furious engagement enfued,: in which Mhtr 

JC liubbeeb’s 
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Hubbeeb's party, three excepted, wa<? cut to 
pieces. Himfelf and thofe three gained the 
Cutwab (bore ; and by the advantage of a 
fleet horfe that waited for him, he cfcaped 
to the Mabarattor army. A melancholy 
event clofcd the a^ftion : Aliverdi'% troops 
croud ing, in too great numbers, upon the 
bridge i it failed under them j and a thoufand 
brave fellows periflied in the river. 

• 

Tlie ufurper repaired the bridge with all 
pofllble diligence, and eroded over his troops 
and artillery in purfuit of the enemy } who 
artfully eluded every attempt he made to 
bring them to a general action. Thus, by 
continual marches ,and counter-marches, 
his troops, particularly his foot, were al- 
XTiOil exhaufled by fatigue : whilft the Maha^ 
rattorit in dctacl)cd parties, ranged the pro- 
vinces at large ; collei^ing the revenues with- 
out the lead interruption : the ufurper not 
daring to divide his army further than re- 
inforcing the garrifon of Bukebs Bunder on 
the Ganges, with 500 horfe, and 1000 gun 
men ; under the commapd of Serafdi Ma- 
homet, 

Aliverdit touched with deep chagrin at 
feeing his fo lately ufurped dominions* a 
prey to his enemies, without being able to 

protect 
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protcdt them, or bring the Mahardttoa to 
any decitive action ; at laft refulved to treat 
with Bofebar Pundit. But that General was 
fo elated with fuccefs, that he now added, 
at the infligation of Mbit- Hubbeebt a new 
article to thofe already offered at Burdwan, 
viz. ** that the ufurper ihould alfo reflore 
“ the Soubahfhip to Soujab Kban*s family i 
“ and refign the government he had fo 
** wickedly ufurped to Suffraaz Khans el- 
** deft fon.” Mbir Hubbeeb^ who knew that 
any treaty of peace would be fatal to him- 
fclf, artfully threw this ftumbling block iu 
the way i which he forefaw would render 
the treaty of none effeft : and to carry this 
point, he infinuated to Bofebar Pundit, 
“ that unleft this article was inlifted on, 
** the inoft cH'cntial and pofitivc-part of the 
*< Emperor’s orders would appear totally 
** ncgledtcd ; and wifhed him, with great 
** humility, to refle€l how he would anfwer 
** this negleft to his mafter, the King of 
** SiitarabJ' 

This additional article produced the ef- 
fect that Mhir Hubbeeb expe(fted ; for it 
was refufed tiy th€ brothers with marks of 
refentment and difdain ; and hoftilities were 
immediately commenced again on both fides. 
— ■ Several IkirmiChes happened betweeh 

K 2 them. 
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them, in which the uAirper’s horfe always 
gained feme advantage ; but thefe produced 
nothing decifive. ^ 

Ho/fjee Hatnef^ who never fuffered any 
fcruples of confcience to oppofe the fouleft 
meins to accomplish his views ; in a private 
letter Sent to his brother, urged the neceTfity 
in their prefent Situation, of attempting that 
by treachery, which they had failed in ob- 
taining by every other means. Aliverdi, 
who faw the hazardous and ncceSTitous pof- 
turc of their affairs, as welTas his brother, 
did not long oppofe the motion. Hodjee 
formed the plan ; and it was executed in 
manner following. 

A treaty was fet on foot by Aliverdij who, 
under pretence of making it more conclufive 
and lets liable to interruptions, propofed a 
conference with Bojebar Pundit. The over- 
ture was accepted by that General ; contrary 
to the opinion of Mbir Mubbeeb and the 
reft of his prinqipal officers. 

It was agreed that a fpacious tent fliould 
be prepared and erected by the ufurper, mid- 
way between the two armies, were the chiefs 
were to meet on a certain day and hour ; 
attended each with eighty followers only 2 
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and that in the mean time hoflilities on both 
tides Ihould ceafe. 

The appointed time being come, and all 
things prepared for the reception of the 
chiefs i they advanced with the (lipulated 
number of followers, confiding on both fides 
of principal officers. When they approached 
hear the tent, Aliverdi entered firft, and was 
followed by Bo/char Pundit ^ without the 
lead fufpicion of treachery. 

The ufual (alutatiuns and ceremonials be- 
ing over, and both parties feated j on a fignal 
given, two hundred feledl men who had 
been concealed by AUverdi between a dou- 
ble lining of the tent, fuddenly ruflied out ; 
and cut the Maharattor General and his 
party to pieces, before they were able to 
draw their fcymlters ; two or three only 
efcaping in the confufion. 

At the fame inflant a fignal was difplay- 
ed from the tent (before agreed on) for the 
fpcedy advance of the ufurper’s army : this 
being obl'erved by the Maharattor army, 
they alfo began to be in motion, nbt know- 
ing as yet what had happened. But being not 
long after joined by thofe who had efeuped 
the daughter, and informed of the fate of 

K 3 their 
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their general and officerf, they breathed no- 
thing but fury and revenge. 

In the firft tranfports of their rage they 
advanced, and Teemed refolved to avenge the 
treachery ; by giving immediate battle to the 
uAirper. But here, the wifdom and addrefs 
of Mhir Hubbeeb interpofed : he reprefent- 
ed to them, ** that the only means to fruf* 
“ trate the great objeft the ufurper had in 
** view by this treacherous afTanination, 
** was, to avoid coming to a general adtion 

with him.*’ His arguments gained force 
and induence from the didradted date of the 
army j which was now under no head, or 
any regular commanc^: and obferving the 
ufurper advancing towards them in full 
march, they fuddenly retired ; to his great 
mortidcation and difappointment. 

As d>on as the diforder in the Mabarat-' 
tor army fubdded, they eledted unanimoufly 
jillte Bey for their General ; an officer that 
held the next rank to Bofehar Pundit ; and 
who bore a condderable degree of reputa* 
tion amongd them. And now their condudt 
feemed to (hew that they had refolved to 
execute that vengeance on the didreded 
country and inhabitants ; which they coul^ 
nut execute ou the ufurper himfelf. To 
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this cndy they planted fmall parties of ob« 
I'ervation about the ikirts of his army to 
report his motions ; and appointing Nagur, 
the capital of Bierirobeen^ fur their general 
rendezvous, they divided their army and 
carried fire and i'word in all their diderenC 

routs. They detached a ftrong body to 

Bukebs Bunder, which they attacked ; took ; 
and plundered : perpetrating every where 
the mod; execrable cruelties that revenge 
and inhumanity could diiflate ; cutting off 
the ears, nofe%, and hands, of any of the 
inhabitants whom they fufpefled of con- 
cealing their wealth, or valuable move- 
ables } fumetimes carrying their barbarity fo 
,far, as cutting off the breads of women, on 
the fame pretence ; neither fex nor age pro- 
ving any fccurity againd thcfc-cn raged bar- 
barians. 

During thefc horrid fccncs of defolafion, 
the ul'urpcr left no dratagems uneffayed to 
bring the enemy to a battle; but all his 
endeavours proved ineffe^ual. He was in 
continual chacc of them from the beginning 
of December 1742, , to the end of February 
1742-3 ; and at length, with adonidiing 
bravery and perfevei ance, he obliged them to 
Repair to tlieir general rendezvous ; and to 
retire out of the provinces over the Bierbo'- 

K 4 been 
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geen hills ; from whence they foon took theilP 
departure for Sittareb, toi render an account 
pf their expcdiiion— leaving many of thcif 
brethren behind them in the hands of Alt* 
verdi, who had been taken prifoners in dif- 
ferent adlions. Amongft the prifoners, was 
an officer of diftindlion, charadler, and au- 
thority, named ' ejfarmi\ of whom we fliall 
again' have occafion to make mention4 ^ 

The ufurper had hardly time to breathe 
and form fome hopes of recrfs, and cafe to 
himfclf ; and tranquillify to his harraffcd and 
defolate country j when he was again alarm- 
ed by advices from Oriffoy that another army 
htarch of Mabarattors had ^tered the provinces 
1^**3. *hc way of Cult achy commanded by 
Ragojee : and to com pleat his diftrefs, and 
put his fortitude to the utmoft proof, he 
lliortly after received intelligence by ex- 
prefs from Hcdjee, that a third army of 
Miiharottors had entered by the fide of 
Tatna commanded by BalleroWy and had 
already penetrated within a’ day or two’s 
march of Siclygtilly. Xhefc Generals led 
each an army of 60,000 l\prfe 3 the firft had 
been difpatched from Sittarah, to enforce 
the orders before given to Bofebar Pundit. 
and to fupport him in the execution 
of them ; the latter, marched out later from 

the 
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the ikn)e city with inflriKSlions to join Ra^ 
gojeCt 9ind avenge the ixiurder of Bc^cbap 
Pundit ; of which,, advice had been received 
at Sittaraby by cxprcfTcs fent horn Bier bo* 
been imnaediatciy after chat event. 

The uftirpor thus be(et, and appreheusilwe 
of being bemnicd in by the two armies, and 
again cut off from his capital'; dircdtcd his 
march with the utmofl celerity to Cutwab 
bridge ; which he gained r paiTed ever his 
whole army ; deflroyed the bridge ; and prOf- 
ceeded to his capital ; with a mind greatly 
agitated and oppreilcd, by the rcfledliod of 
being again forced to abandon his country 
•to mercilefs enemies, whom. he was not 
Able to oppofe with troops, . enfeebled by 
continual labour and hardifiips.- 

The reader may remember of how great 
•importance the pafs of Siclyguify might have 
been to the unfortunate Suffraats. Khatt^ had 
it been properly put in a ibue of defence. 
The. ufurper well knew it’s conrequence ; 
and therefore, foou after his poffcfhng him* 
felf of the Suubahfliip, he Rationed there 
a trufly officer with proved troops, and three 
pieces of cannon— -depending that a vigo- 
rous (land would there be made againff the 
invaders on the fide of Patna i and their 
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entrance into Bengal at leatl retarded, if the 
pi^s was as well defended as it was capable 
of : not fufpedting that there was a pofli- 
biltcy of their obtaining an inlet by any 
other paffage, unlefs they marched far to 
the Weftward by the Packet road, and en- 
tered by Bierbobeeni as Bofebar Pundit had 
done the preceding year $ flattering himfelf, 
fhould they attempt it, that by fb long a 
march they would not be able to reach the 
province before the annual rains fet in : but 
-herein his forcfi<»ht fiiled him. 

Ballajee Row^ more commonly (though 
improperly) known by the name of Bal- 
lerov>, on his arrival hi the neighbourhood 
of Boglypore ; received intelligence from 
thofe who had joined him, and were de- 
clared enemies of the ufurper’s houfe, that 
, by his attempting to force the pafs of Sicly- 
gully he would hazard the lofs of* a multU 
tude of his men ; and probably iti the end 
'be obliged to relinquifh the defign with dif- 
grace to his arms.— The Packet road was 
propofed, but he declined hearkening to it, 
urging that thereby he fliould lofe his 
** harvefl of plunder for that year; alt 
** which would be appropriated by his 
friend Rageyee to fatten himfelf and fol- 
lowers } whilfl be and his people would 

** be 
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be left to Jiarve oo the Padjee (paltry) 
contributions, he had been able to raife iu 
Babar." 

Whilft he was under this difficulty* the 
evil genius of the ufurpe^r (and of unhappy 
Bengal) di(5lated a meafure, that Extricated 
him out o^f it without danger to himlelf or 
followers. He fent for foroe of the petty 
Rajahs from the neighbouring ColgMg hills ( 
and queftioning them concerning a paHage 
through the hil[s to Bengal, he offered them 
a large reward if ary of them would f .p* 
ply him with guides to anfwer that purpo^. 
The Rajahs, to a iQan, were well enough 
difpofed to comply w'th his wifhes j fur the 
ufurper’s treacherous condu<5t, during the 
firfl fix years of his governmert of Babar, 
had rendered his name as hateful as dread- 
ful to them all: yet none of them had 
knowledge enough of the three ranges .of 
mountains that feparated Babar from Ben^ 
gal, to engage in fo hazardous an under- 
taking. 

The enquiry and reward being, however, 
bruited abroad, it came to the ears of an 
old pcafant an inhabitant of Colgofg bills. 
This man came to the Mabarattor camp, 
and delired to.be introduced to the prefence 
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of the General) which having obtained, he 
boldly undertook, on the forfeiture of his 
head, to guide his army through lecret paf- 
fes intp Bengali for a reward of one Lac of 
Rupees, paid down to his family. 

The General taking- two of the Rajahs 
aiide, to whom the peafant was known ; and 
enquiring of them touching the charadler 
of the inan } and what degree of credit 
might be given to his veracity and know- 
ledge; he received fuch encouragement that 
he no longer doubted j^nd accordingly paid 
down the money, and iffued his orders for 
marching tlie next day. 

The guide, with faithfulnefs and dexteri- 
.ty, led the whole Mabarattor army ; at firft 
Weftward, a point or two Southerly ; until 
he found a pa/St which he fought for about 
the center of the range of the Colgong hills. 
This pafs being found, it was his mark for 
-the remainder of the expedition $ ai\d he 
carried them through it by very praAicable 
roads with much facility, until the mouth 
of it opened upon the level country between 
the Colgong and *teltiagurry hills. From 
hence his courfe was due South, which led 
to the fecond pafs through the lafl-men- 
tioned hills : this pafs be accomplifhed with 

equal 
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equal eafej and from hence for two days 
he crofTed the level country, that lies 
tween the Telit agurry and Rajambol iiloun> 
tains ; fliaping his courfe about South-Eaft ; 
at night he told the General he muft hale 
until the morning fun appeared.>~«~«In the 
morning he led them due South;, and in 
the evening of the fame day entered a pals 
which guided them through the Rajamb»l 
mountains ; and landed (if we may be ah 
lowed the cxpreilion) the whole army, with- 
out the lofs cither of man or horfe, in Ben^ 
gat\ on the plains. Weft of the city of Ra~ 
jamholf at a little town called Banian Gang. 
Having performed his obligation in fix days, 
from leaving Bogulpore (more commonly by 
the Englifh called Boghpore) through ways 
until this period deemed totally impaftible ; ' 
he was farther rewarded with' handibma 
prelents by Ballajee RmVj and departed to 
liis home: hjs name was Sittaram Roy\ i 
Gen too of the Raazpoot trtbc.'^t-^Ba^/ajei 
Row reached Bant aft Gang the ijth of 
Marcht Anno 1742-3. 

The ufurper, who had received expreft 
intelligence of Ballajee jRow's departure 
from Bogulpore^ and of the inarch of bis 
army Weftward ; did not entertain the lead 
doubt but he was gone round the mopni* 



( 142 ) 

tains to enter Bengal by the Pachet or Bier-- 
tobeen i and was Co much convinced of it, 
that he began to prepare again for taking 
the field ; projedling that he might be able 
to bring the other army under Ragojee to an 
engagement, and defeat him before he could 
poHibly be joined by Ballajee Ronv : but he 
had hardly formed this reiolution, when he 
was advifed by a courier, from his Governor 
of Rajamhol, ** That Ballajee Row had cn- 
** tered Bengal by pailes through the moun** 
•* tains, and was by that time, he believed, 
joined with Ragojee^ 

This intelligence (hocked the ufurper’s 
prefent hopes, but not his courage and con> 
llancy; he laid afide tfie projedl of repaying 
the Cutuoab river— but determined not to 
coop himfelf up again in his capital} for the 
defence of which having made every necef* 
fary provifion, he formed a (Irong camp not 
far from the city ; preferving a ready com* 
munication with it. 

The two hfaharattor Generals 'met in 
the Burdomaan country, the i yih March, 
1742>^} arid after a private conference, the 
following agreement was publilhed, *Mhat 
** an equal partition of the revenues anrf 
** plunder (hould be made betvireen the two 

“ armies. 
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armies, who neverthelefs were to a<i 
** cliAindlly under their refpedlive Generals 
** and officers.” They then fettled the dif- 
ferent routs of their detached fmall parties, 
and took intire polTeffion of the country. 
Then uniting the main bodies of their ar- 
mies, they marched to Cutviabi conflru<!l- 
ed a new bridge ; and paiTed over <^ith their 
whole force. Here they again feparated, 
and renewed the depredations every where, 
that Bofchar Pundit had begun the preced- 
ing year. 

• 

During thele ttanfadlons, the ufurper 
kept bimfelf within his entrenchments ; yet 
he was not idle. Convinced he could not 
oppole them by force, he had nothing left 
but to combat them with fraud and ftrata- 
gem; weapons which he was as great a maf- 
ter of, as of arms. His hrft movement was, 
to acquire a minute knowledge of the tem- 
per, genius, capacity, and chara<^ers of the 
two leaders of the enemy; and how they 
affi;<^ed each other. In all thefe particulars 
he obtained perfcA ratisfa<flion, by < the 
means of his prifoner SeJ/drow, before men- 
tioned ; whom he had dillinguiffied b^ every 
mark of favor an^ refpe^ from the time be 
hrfl: fell into his hands; forereeih|; he might 
be of future ufe to him: and from the arrival 

of 
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of tlie two armies he had redoubled hi^ 
carcfTes ; and of afi enemy, had made hii\;i 
a fait friend. 

Divide itnd contpier, was one of the ufur- 
per’s favorire maxims in politics, as well as 
war. By the lights he had received from 
Se£dro->Oy he rightly judged the minds of 
the enemies Generals were fitly difpofed to 
take the impreffion he intended to (lamp on 
them — he learnt that Ballajee Row, was 
hotj infulent; and withal avaritious to an 
extreme degree : that Rag^ojee was the bra- 
ved foldier, but irritated and jealous at Bal- 
Jajee Rjaw'% being fent equal in command 
with him, as he bore a fuperior rank to the 
other. And more to 'flatter the ofurper's 
artful views, he was informed that already 
there fubfifled fome mifunderflandings be- 
tween them and their refpedlive troops ; 
touching fuipicions of an unjud diviHon of 
their plunder on both tides. 

With thefe materials he began to work ; 
laboring to enlarge a breach that vras not 
yet wide enough fox* an 'attack. His plan 
was; by every means to promote the growth 
of tiiofe feeds of divition and jealoufy which 
had already taken root amongd them : to* 
this end, he direfled fome capable emif- 

8 faric» 
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faries (fully inftrudted) to deftrt to both 
ai'mies ; thefe executed his purpofes fo well, 
that they produced tlie eti'cdl he withed ; 
they piepollcired the enemy agaiull them- 
fclves; who accul'ed each other of illicit 
practices in the diviiion both of the revenues 
and plunder ; and the fpics were* fo well 
prepared, that they produced proofs and 
vouchers of many inftances of what they in- 
llnuated (on both (ides) that would not ad« 
mit of contradiction. This occafioned inu-» 
tual hca.s and ^nmofides between the two 
armies, and an open .upture foon followed j 
each rcfulving to adf in future on a feparate 
and independant footing. The ufurper feized 
tills favorable occafioi. ; and knowing .Sr/- 
forow had an influence over Ballajee Roiv, 
(to whom he was related) he employed him 
to negotiate, in the mofi feciet manner, a 
feparate treaty of peace with that General. 

Se^iircw exerted his power with fuch fuc- 
cefs, that he foon difpofed his relation to 
receive favorable imprcliions of the ufurper, 
and readily to hearken to afpeace with him. 
To this he was the more eallly induced, as 
thereby he indulgerHhis ruling paflion in the 
hopes of making his own advantage of the 
Ufurper, without the participation of his 
rival 
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The prctlminarics of this treaty were 
foon adjufted, ** the ufiirper was to cedt 
“ to Ballajee Row alone, the Chout of two 
** years revenues ; and Ballajee Row engaged 
** on his part, to join the Ufurper with his 
•* force, and a/fitl him in driving Ragojee 
** and his army out of the provinces.” It 
was further agreed, that to keep up the ap- 
pearance of enmity and deceive Ragojee ; 
Ballajee Row's army fliould advance nearer 
to the Ufurper’s camp, — and make a rtiew 
of attacking it : this movement was not 
only made to amufe Rngqjee, but ahb to fa- 
cilitate a perfonal conference between the 
Ufurper and the General j which was to 
take place on the thirtieth of March 1743, 
near PlaJ/ey, 

On the twenty-iilaih of March, the ufur- 
per quitted his camp, and dire< 5 ted his march 
towards PlaJJ'ey. He was not far advanced, 
before his Ipics brought him intelligence, that 
Ragojee' s army was in motion, as well as 
Ballajee Row's: tliis raiicd a fufpicion in y///- 
that the treaty was only alTented to, 
to amufe him, and (draw him out of his 
camp : therefore he imtnediately retired to 
it ag..in ; and the treaty was retarded until 
the motions of the two armies were ex- 
plained to him. 


SeJjaroWf 
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Sejfurow^ deeply chagrined at fdfoiclons 
V^hich reflcdted on his own Jincefityf enga- 
ged on the forfeiture of his head for that 
of his couAn ; which engagement being fup- 
ported by a folemn oath (the Ganges ) on 
the part of Ballajee Row^ Alimerdi^^ doubts 
fubAded 5 the treaty was ' refumed * and the 
conference appointed on the third of April: 
but the place of meeting was changed to 
midway between Riaffy and Bumjoab j a few 
miles nearer his camp' and capital *. 


On the fecond of April, the uAirper again 
quitted his camp, and began his march ; 
having draughted off a jeledt body of 1 0,000 
horfe i commanded by Mujlapha Khan ; 
that moved on his Aanlc, to be an occaAonal 
check on Ragojee. 


Oi>the third, the chiefs metat theappolnt- 
ed place, in a tent (previoufly examined by 
deputies from both parties) about two 

corfe diftant from each of their arriiies. 

The condition openly inAlled upon by the 
Maharattor was, that twenty-Avc lac of 


The caufe that e,ve rife to fufpicioiis, 

was this Ragoju having heard that Balhjee Ri-.u 

•mended to attack camp, and judging the 

city would fall a prey to him if he fucceeded, he pti hii 
army m motion, that he might be near at hand, to 
come in for a fliarc of the pluiuler. 

^2 «* rupee 
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** rupees, foj two years Chout of the reve- 

“ nucsr thould be paid down in gold}” i 

to this the I’furpcr replied, “ that howfb- 
** ever unrcafonuble the demand was, con- 
“ fidering they theinfelves had collected 
** the •wb'iie of the revenues and cufloms 
** for the lad two years } yet, he would 
** not make any objedtiun, provided that 
** Ragojee could be brought to fign the 
“ treaty ; othcrw'ifc ,4^e could not I'ubmit 
“ to it This uncxpedlcd propofal was 
highly diigui'lful to Baliajee. Rcnc’, and had 
well nigli broke off the treaty } but by the 
interpoiition of Seffaro'Wt he was at lall 
prevailed on to fend the overture to Rago- 
jee i but not until he had been made eal'y 
by the pronnlc of a private gratuity fur 
himfelf. 

Ragrjre immediately returned for anfwcr, 
“ that he would hearken to no terms of ac- 
** commodatioii, unlel's the payment of the 
** Chout in perperuity, was cflabliflied to 
** them } as a preliminary article for treat- 

ing at all 

When the meflenger returned with this 
laconic reply, the treaty feemed for fom^ 

* This prc!iminary was dictated to biin by Mhir 
Huhhieh^ wh'i ji incd Ragrjee as foon as he entered the 
province ot Ben gal U 
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time fufpcnded. — However, by the address 
and mediation of SeJJaroii\ a feparate peace 
was at laCl concluded with Ballajcc Row^ on 
the following terms — ** That the Ufurper 
“ (hall pay down two years Chout, ellimat- 
** ed at twenty-two lac of rupees in gold ; 
** and that Ballajee Ronv (liould either fatisfy 
“ Ragojee, or join the Ufurper to drive 
** Aim out of the country.” To the per- 
formance of which they both folcmnly en- 
gaged themfelves by the inoH: obligatory 
oaths ; this done, and mutual compliments 
and prefents m*ade, »hey parted. 

The Ufurper with great pundluality per- 
formed his part of the treaty in two days ; 
and Ballajee Row fo far regarded it, that he 
drew off his army j repafled Ciitwah river ; 
and retired to Burdomaan^ followed by Ra^ 
gojee I who thought himfelf no match for 
the Ufurper on equal terms. 

Ballajee Rowy recalled ail his detached 
parties ; and making a dividend amongfl his 
troops of part of the Ufurpei’s contribution, 
according to their different ranks, he quitted 
Bengali ; and marched by way of Bierbchcen 
to Sittarab ; leaving (in breach of his (b- 
lemn oath) Ragojee to make the befl terms 
he ^ould for himfelf. 

L 3 
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This General made the moft of his time j 
and immediately took pofleflion of thofe. 
parts of the country, which had been lately 
evacuated by Ballajef Row^s flying parties. 
He fent Mhir Huhbeeb, with the title and 
authority of General, to take pofleflion- of 
Orijfa ; who accordingly feated himfelf at 
Cuttacky where he ruled as Ibvereign of 
the province. 

The Ufurper, called upon by the univer- 
fal clamour of the people, and diftrcfles 
of his country, once inore quitted his ca-» 
pital, crofled over Cut’wab river ; and mar- 
ched in f'url'uit of Ragojee : in which chace 
he was employed all the remaining part of 
ylprity and until the middle of May , without 
being able, by any art or ftratagem, to bring 
him to a general action. And the rains fet- 
ting in earlier than ufual this year, and the 
roads becoming impaflable, both armies 
were obliged to go into quarters, about the 
twentieth of May. At the dole of this 
campaign the enemy remained in quiet pof* 
feflion of Orijfa ; and of all the country on 
the Weftern Ihorc of the Hougley river 5 
from liallajorey to within a few miles of 
*Tannas Fort, near the Rnglijh feltlcment 
of Fort William *. 

• Aliverdi retired with his army to Morfliadahad, and 
Jiagyee with his main body to Bierboon during the rains. 

Though 
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Though the treaty of peace with BaJJa- 
jee Row anfwcrcd a prelent purpofe, and re- 
lieved the Ufurper from the more imme- 
diate danger which threatened himlelf, his 
capital and family ; yet it afforded no relief 
to the provinces. The partial execution of 
the treaty on the part of the Maharattorp 
he could not he much furprifed at; as him- 
felf had fet them an example of perfidy and 
treachery. 

Every evil attending deftru^live war, 
was felt by this unhappy country in the 
moll eminent degree. A fcarcity of grain 
in all parts ; the wages of labor greatly en- 
hanced i trade ; foreign and inland, laboring 
under every difadvaiitange and oppreffion : 
■—and although during the receffes of the 
enemy, from yune to O6lober^ the manu- 
faelures of this opulent kingdom raifed 
their drooping heads, yet the duration of 
their reprieves from danger was fb fiiort, 
that every fpccics of cloth at the Arungs 
was hallily, and confequently badly fabri- 
cated ; though immenfely vailed in its price; 
and from tliefe caufes came into difrepute 
at all the foreign, markets ; particularly at 
the VVeflern ports of yuddabp Mochap and 
BuJJorab, 
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The trade of the Europeans became greatly 
ersibarraflcd and injured } their cffedls wer» 
oft<.n plundered by the enemy ; and thefe 
grievances were much heightened by opprcf- 
live cx.:£lions of the Ufurper. But in this 
they were not finguiar ; for the whole of the 
people who ft ill remained within the reach 
of iiis grafji, fuffered equally in this rcfpeft : 
even yupgaat Seet's houfe, W’hich fo emi- 
miitly pionicjtcd his ufurpation, was often 
fteeccd ; tf> tlie malicious joy of aU> who 
were friends to Soujab Khan's family. 

•For thefe opprefllve meafures the Ufurper 
had nothing to plead in extenuation, but 
the fii t r/ji'iit's his filiation : and in truth, 
had lie not been the ungrateful traytor he 
was, they were fuch, as would have merited 
the deeped ccmmiieration ; for although by 
his ufurpation he became poli'tiitu oi the 
ireafures ot the three laft Soubahs, yet fo 
immenfe were his continual cxpences and 
diftiurfcincnt?, that little of them remained ; 
it being pretty well known, that he, notwith- 
ftanding what has been faid of the treaty 
with BalLiJce Roiv, did not buy the abfence 
and retreat of that General, for a fum lefs 
than five korore of rupees * ; although the 
twenty-two lac, for two years Chout only, 
were Ipctiuiilly publiftied to the world j to 

* I'lVe AJUtitn Stirling, 


■ fave 
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(kve the credit of the Ufurper, and to afford 
an opportunity to the Mabarattor of fecreting 
from his followers all above that fum ; which 
he appropriated to his own ufe ; betides the 
lions fhare of the twenty-two lac: therefore 
he was well enabled at hi$ departure to pre- 
fent to ye^ndi Amet Khan^ Hodjedi fecond 
fon, a tingle conipleat drefs ^for Seerpah) 
valued at two lac of rupees. 

In Odiobcr 174 31 the next campaign Anmt 
opened ; when the Ufurper again took the >743 
field ; and ^agojee defeending from the 
heights of liicrbcbeen^ aflembled his forces 
about Burditan.^Tht fucceeding months 
exhibited the fame feenes of marches, coun- 
termarches, retreats and ikirmidies, with va- 
rious fuccefs ; but with uniform mifery to the 
people ; who now for the hrfl time, began to 
be plundered, and cruelly treated as won 
by the detached parties of the Ufurper, as 
of the enemy : the former affuming the 
drefs and accoutrements of the Mabarat^ 
tors, to cover and conceal their villanics. 


In March 1744, thefe invaders entered Ahm 
the provinces in - frefh ihoals, by Cuttack, * 7 ^ 3-4 
Bierbobeen and Patna, excited by the im- 
menfe booty carried off by their brethren, 
the two preceding years— and thus this mi- 

fcrable 
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fcrablc country fell annually a prey to the 
<lepredations of the MaharattorSt under 
various leaders, for the fix fucceeding years ; 
receiving no efFe6lual check, but from the 
fuccefiTion of the ufual rainy (ealbns. During 
thele intermediate fpaces the country was 
left to fatten, that it might again be worth 
devouring. In the mean while, the Ufur- 
per fuftained himlelf with amazing con- 
flancy, intrepidity and addrefs ; though often 
reduced to the deepefi: diftrelTes; parts of his 
capital being frequently attacked and plun** 
dered. 

In the latter part of the year 1744, by in- 
defatigable and fuddenjmarches he attacked 
and beat up all the quarters of the enemy; and 
obliged themto retire much fooner than ufual. 
Orijfa only remaining in their poffeflion; 
early in December 1 744, he marched to that 
province ; where with expedition hardly to 
be conceived, he retook Cuttack, and re- 
covered the province ; obliging the enemy 
to retreat to the hills. Then leaving forces 
for the defence of it, he returned, and ar- 
rived at the capital, the beginning of Fe- 
bruary 1744-5 i crowned with laurels ; and 
received with wonder. Here, revolving in 
his mind the confufion of affairs in the* 
province of Babar and city of Patna ; and 
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its importance to him, as being one of the 
enemies keys into hiscountry ; and determine 
ing to have a Governor there, whofe courage, 
capacity and integrity he might repofe a 
perfcdt confidence in, he fixed upon his ne- 
phew Jeyndee jdmet Khan for this port of 
truft. who poflefl'ed thefc qualities in a very 
high degree. He foon after fet out for his 
government, efcorted by a ftrong body of 
hon'c. 

We (hall omit entering more minutely 
into the particular occurrences of thefe an- 
nual invalions, which would only exhibit 
an irkfi>me detail of murders, oppretlions, 
and difirelles, fimilar to thole already re- 
cited ; but as we cannot help viewing this 
Ufurper in an extraordinary light, we fltould 
be inexrufablc in ncgledting to lay before 
the public and poflerity thofe llriking 
events, which were interefting in them- 
felves i and which more ftrongly mark the 
charadfer and genius of this great, though 
wicked man, in the courfe of a dellruc- 
tive eight years war. With this intent only 
we again refume our narrative from the 
clofe of the yeai^ 1745; a period which 
gave birth to an incidentf that eventually 
proved not only the deftrudtion of his hi- 
therto 
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therto favorite General ; but alfo that of hii> 
brother and nephew. 

It wasy at the time juft mentioned above, 
that the Ufurper firft began to entertain I'uf- 
picions and jealoufies of the great reputation 
and power of Mujiapha Khan ; who had, by 
his mafler’s liberality and other means, at 
different times acquired great wealth; which 
he i rofafcly beftowed on the foldiery, but 
cliicriy f)n the Patans-, thereby gainingadan- 
gerous popularity, that bore too much the 
appearance of ambitioiig views. Whether he 
really had any defigns againft his mafter is 
not known ; but his being the idol of the ar- 
my was caufe fufticien^ to make him obnoxh 
ous; in a government where no fubjeCt can 
with fr^fety Jto himfelf, or to his {uince, be 
pofTt llcd of a lupertor degree of power or 
renown. 

The Ufurper had received intelligence from 
his brother Ihdjet\ that Mujiapha KJjan was 
forming dellgns ;o his prejudice; and that lie 
had adlually concerted nicafurcs with the A/ir- 
haruifors, for cutting him off the enfuiiig 
year; and placing himfelf in the government. 

Whether this intelligence had truth for 
it’s foundation, or was only afterwards de- 

vifed 
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viied to cover the ftep, that was premedi- 
tated againd Mujiapba Kban^ is uncertain. 
Hodjee, Iiowever, had the addrefs to pro- 
duce vouchers for his fufpicions that ap- 
proached to fadls j and theie acquiring 
weight from the brother’s apprehenfions of 
that General’s known talents, rejsutation, 
and popularity} it was rcfolvcd at all events 
that he fhould be aHafrinated the next time 
he appeared at court ; aiVaflans were accord- 
ingly provided, and Rationed for Jiis recep- 
tion. 

But Mujltipba Khan being generally be- 
loved, the dclign againll him could not be 
fo lecrctly conducted, as to prevent his re- 
ceiving hints to provide for bis fafety; and 
though thefe were imperfedt, tliey were yet 
fu^ciently alarming to urge his immediate 
departure from the city, with 3000 Fat an 
borfe.' In about twelve hours after, he 
was followed by Sumfecr Khan, a Pat an 
General next in command to him, with 
about 2000 more of their country-men. 
The whole. being joined, by rapid marches, 
they arrived at Siclygulfy, before any fuf- 
picion or intelligence of a breach between 
them and the Ul'urpcr had reached the 
commander of that pafs \ and by a well 
feigned ftory of their being difpatchcd to 

join 
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join and re-inforcc yeyndee Amet Khan, 
they were permitted to advance into Bahdr 
without interruption j intending to pafs 
through that province into the Patau 
country. 

■ So great a defedtion of his beft troops, 
with two officers of fuch reputation at their 
head, ftruck the Ufurper with the deeped: 
apprehenfions, and this on a double (core. 
He had the greateft caufe to dread a union 
between the Maharattors and Mujlapha 
Khan ; and by the fecreHl ight of that General, 
he became convinced that fome traytors were 
about his perfbn : but drill himfelf, under 
every exigency and difficulty, he lofl: not a 
moment — by large prelcnts, and larger pro- 
mifes, he fccured the fidelity of the re- 
maining Patans———{GTit exprefs upon ex- 
prefs to his nephew yeyndi Amet Khan, in- 
forming him of this untoward event, with 
orders to take the field with what troops 
** he could get together, and endeavour to 
intercept the fugitive Patans — and that 
** himfelf would go in purfuit of them, 
** and probably they might be hemmed 
** in between them." 

The Ufurper immediately put himfelf at 
the head of a flrong body or forces, who 

were 
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mrere bcil attached to his perfon and go- 
vernment ; and with the greatefl expedition 
arrived at SIclygully ; where he only flayed 
to Arike oA* the head of that commander, 
who had fuAcred the Patans to pafs his 
poA. 

Had the unfortunate Mujiapha Kban 
made the fame expedition from the pafs of 
Siclygullyt as he did to it j he would, in all 
human probability, have eluded the purfuif, 
and palled thrqugh Bahar before he could 
poAibly have been intercepted hyyeyndiAmct 
Khartt or overtaken by the Ufurper. But 
for a particular reafon, to be hcreaficr men- 
tioned} and not fulpcdling he was puriiied, 
he proceeded through Bahar by fuch Aow 
marches, that the Ufurper came up with 
him between Monghir and Patna \ and 
lent a meAenger to him with oAcrs of 
pardon, to himfelf and followers } if they 
would fubniit, and embrace again his ier- 
vicc, 

Mujiapha Khan difdaining all terms of 
accommodation, returned theUfurper’s mef- 
lenger, with a brftve defiance to him ; and 
receiving intelligence at the fame time, that 
yeyndi Amet w:is within a few hours march 
■of him, he thought it moA advifcable to 
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face about, and fight the Ufurper firft; hav- 
ing learnt his troops were very little I'uperior 
in number to his own ; therefore without 
helitation he difirtbuted the nccefl'ary or- 
ders, and gave the fignal for battle. 

The confli(fl: was bloody, but of no long 
duration. Valour and rcl'cntmeut took full 
pollcffioji of the foul of Mujlapha Kba/ij and 
left no place for prudence or precaution: fired 
with the hope of executing his vengeance on 
the Ufurper, he thought all elfe unworthy 
his fvvonl ; and attempting with too much 
iinpetuofity to penetrate to that part where 
yiltverji fought, and not being well fup- 
purred, he was fbou fusrounded, overpuwer- 
eef and llain — his head was feparated from 

his body, and elevated upon a fpear his 

death being known to the Patam^ &umj'eer 
Kiiarit with thofc that furvived tiie battle, 
made a fpeedy flight ; and taking a rout dif- 
ferent from that, by which "Jeyndi j^met 
Khan was advancing, they efcaped out of 
the province ; notwithfiauding the eager pur- 
fuit that was made after them. 

The Ufurper returned to his capital more 
dreaded, but Icfs beloved by the people, fo»’ 
this laft ilrtdvc of his policy. The jealoufy, 
and (generally believed) unjufi motives, 
7 for 
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for aflafllnating the Ptiuin General were now 
bhzed abroad ; and the Ul'urper became the 
objc<5t of detcducion to lonie of his beft 
friends, who drew a conclufion (from this 
adt of bafc ingratitude to the man, who had 
fo often prclcrved his life and gov'ernmcnt)-— 
very unfavorable, and alarming to them- 
felves ; as the merits of their greateft Icr- 
vices, might on the flighted ful'picions or 
fear, in the cowardly bread of Hodjee^ only 
draw on their own dcflrudtion. 

Hodjecy who had accompanied his bro- 
ther in this expedition againfl Mu/iapba. 
Khaity advanced with the head of the Ge- 
neralt to meet his fon yeyndi jlntet Khan. 
With him he returned to Patna j and after 
bellowing many ipdignities upon the head 
of that brave man, whufe face he could not 
have beheld the day before, without nnk<* 
ing into abjedt- fear and terror ; he had now 
the coward bravery, to order it to be carried 
in triumph three times round the city — 
unworthy and indecent infults 1 from which 
the remembrance of his former flgnal ler-* 
vices Ihould have defended his fenfclefs 
remains.— —y/^/Ve (eemed to interefl her- 
felf in avenging the death of this gallant 
man, by favoring in an extraordinary man- 
ner the efcape of her deilined inflrument 

M Sumftr 
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Sumft'cr Khm : and the brave ^cyndi Amet 
Kkarty at the fight of the barbarous infults 
cxercii'cd by his fatbor, could not refrain 
frun) tears ; for great fricndfliip fubfified be- 
tween him and the decealed j and his me- 
mory was dear to him. 

We will leave JJodjee on his return to 
\Morjhadaheid -y exulting lor a (hort time over 
the 1‘uccefs of his treacherous machinations ; 
and advert to imtnjeer Kban, 

This Patiin General arriving fafe with his 
few followers in theTr own country, began 
immediately to levy troops ; and with I’uch 
fuccefs, that in the year 1747, he was en- 
abled to advance tow'ards PattiUy at the head 
of 8000 choice horfe. 


Here it is necelfiiry to advertife the rea- 
der, that the two Patan Generals on their 
hidden retreat from the city of MorJJjadabady 
had opened a correfpondence with Mhir 
Huhbeehy informing him that they flrould 
return the next year, to attempt the cap- 
** ture and plunder of Patna j tlrcn march 
by the hills and jyin the Maharattor 
army ; and with iheir united force at- 
** tack the Ufurper ; declaring themlelucs 
“ juftly abfolved from all allegiance to the 

“ ajfajjinr 
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“ Mhir llubbeeh improveil upon 

thid plan and advifcd “ to encounter IkJjee 
“ and the Ul’urper with tlieirown weapons, 
“ craft z.\\^ treachery \ for that, by addrels 
“ ami management, and a well feigned con- 
trition for their former condudt, and a 
“ frelh tender of their troops, they might 
•* cafily obtain an interview witli the Nabob 
<* of Patna ; at which they fhould cut him 
“ olF : a circumllance that would much fa- 
cilitate the talcing and plundering that city 
(which feemed to be their principal ob- 
“ jedt ) as fuclr an event mud necelTarily 
“ caufe the greatclt confullon and conrter- 
nation in the place.” 

It was this intercourfe of letters, that 
pro/ed fatal to Mujtapha Khan ; by retarding 
his efcape through Babary as already men- 
tioned — but the counlel of Athir Hubbeeb 
was not lolt upon Sumjeer Khan ; who was 
a man, poircflcd of every requifite, for carry- 
ing it into effcdtual execution. He was brave ; 
artful ; beloved and highly efteemed by his 
oiiiccrs and foldicrs ; who, to a man, were 
united to him in a lolcma vow, to take an 
exemplary revenge /or the death and indig- 
, nicies of their late lamented commander ; or 
pc'rifh in the attempt. 


.M 2 
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Kcitmkr With this determined view, Sumfeer Kban 
'’+7' began his march; and being arrived within 
a few hours of Patna, on the oppofite ihore 
of the river, he difpatched a letter to 
yeyndt Amet Khan^ couched in the follow- 
ing terms, “ that his heart had felt the 
deeprft compundion for his part conduft, 
“ to which he had been inftigated by the 
rafli counfcls of his late commanding of- 
“ ficer ; that he appealed to ^eyndi Anict 
“ himfclf, to witnefs for the proved fidelity 
** he had always fhown for the fervice and 
** intereft of the Soubah his uncle ; that he 
had now raifed a faithful and tried boJy 
of officers and troops; who, with him, 
** were ready to devote their lives to his 
** commands, againft the common enemies 
** of his houfc and country: hoping he 
“ fljould ' obtain permiffion to vifit him; 

and in a perfbnal conference, give him 
** more convincing proofs of his attachment 
“ and fubmiffion.” 

yeyndt Amet Kban immediately com- 
municated the' contents of this letter to his 
father Hodject who was very lately arrived 
at Patna ; brought thither by fome informa- 
tions the brothers had received of the con- 
certed fcheme between Sumjl'cr Khan and 
Mbir Hi^beebf for the plunder of that capi- 
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without a moment's hefitation, 
orderet) his fon to encourage Sumfeer Kbaii% 
viHt, and cut him off ; telling him, he him- 
felf would dire(ft the means. 

yeyndi Amet Khan, much averfe to obey 
thefe orders, determined to wait thole ojf 
his uncle to whom he wrote, and tranfmitted 
a copy of Sumfeer Khan% letter ; and in the 
mean time he returned in civil terms a reply 
to the Patan General, telling him ** he 
** had forwarded the purport of his requed: 
** to the Soubah, but that he could not give 
** any conclufivc anfwer thereto, before the 
** Soubah’s pleafure was known.”—-— -This 
Toon reached him, in thele few, but pe- 
remptory words, Regarding the bulinefs 
** between us and Suntfeer Kban, follow the 
“ orders* of your father.” 

Hodjee directed yeyndi Amet Khan to 
write to the Patan General, ** that he Ihould 
** with pleafure receive his vifits, and re- 
joice to embrace him ; as the Soubah had 
“ readily, accepted the tender of his fervices, 
** and wilhed his fpeedy march to Morjhada^ 
** bad" - ■ To which purport the Ufurper 
had likewife wrote to him in preding terms; 
thereby intending to lull him into the greater 
Security* 

M 3 
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We have already hinted the method pro* 
pofed by Mbir Hubbeeb to the two Patan 
Generals* for taking off the Nabob, of 
PatnOy aijd plundering the city. The inteUi- 
gence the brothers had received extended 
only to the latter part of their feheme \ of 
the intended afl'afTmation of the Nabob they 
had not the Icaft conception.*-— — Hater’s 
counter-plot for the murder of Sumfeer 
Kban, was concerted. in manner following. 
A day was appointed for the General’s vifit 
to JeytiJi Amet JCbariy on a plain a fmall 
diAance North of the city ; where a fump- 
tuons teiu was prepared for his reception j 
in the floor of which a mine was funk, 
wlioie train extended tome diftance from the 
tent. 'I’hc fignal for putting fire to the train, 
was yeyftJi Kian's withdrawing a cer- 
tain fpace from the tent.7— -Every circum- 
Aance of whicli was betrayed to Sumjeer 
Khavt by a Patan in the fcrvicc and con- 
fidence of Hcdjee. 

On the retcipt of the Ufurper’s and the 
'Nabob’s letters, SumJeer Kban paflTed the 
ji/,„ nver with bis troops, about two miles to the 
1747* Northward of the city i and being advanced, 
on ihe day appointed, within a furlong* of 
the tenti he received a polite meflage irom 
the Nabob, requcAing ** that he would 

favor 
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** favor him in ordering his troops to halt • 
** that they miglit not in their conference 
** be incommoded by the dull ; for that he 
“ himl’elf was only attendetl by Hfty fol- 

“ lowers.” Tliis rei|ucll vv t,-. intlani'.y 

complied with, and the Patiin General pro- 
ceeded to the tent with a f vv lelccb d arten- 
dants only j all of whom were provided with 
armour under their coats. 

I 

They met in mtitual embraces, and with 
the mole atFcctionate c<iinplimv.*nf.s ; thde 
over they fealed tlieinlclvcs, and b -ga:i lo 
confer upon the operations of tin.- w.,r, 
againll the common enemy tne Muh trat^ 

ion. Alter about an hour's uilct tuie, a 

ferv.int came and whilpered the lSi.ti>i;b, 
who fooii after arole, telling the Ceneial 
** that he was jull going to give tome ne- 
** celfary orders Ibr his reception and en- 
‘‘ tertainrnem iii the city, and Ihould at- 
‘‘ tend him again in a few minutes,”—— 
When he had got half way to the door of 
the tent, Sumjeer Kbitn and his attendants 
drew their icymitars, tell upon 'Jiynili Amet 
Khiw, killed him, and all tiiat were in the 
tent, before they had time to make any 
reilltan'ce : fome inllantly flew to the head 
of the train, to which they were perfetliy 
iallruitled, . and prevented tire being put to 

M 4 itf 
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Ui for on the alarm, thofe who were on 
the outHiie of the tent, and thereby efcap- 
cd the ilaughter, fled witli all fpeed to the 
city. 

Sumjeer Khan made a flgnal for his troops 
to advance ; and mounting his horle gained 
the cjty alinoft as foon as the fugitives, and 
entered it fword in hand with his foldicrs j 
l'»cfore HoJjee Hamet had received the lead: 
intelligence of the pnhappy fate of his be- 
loved ton. 

He proceeded immediately to the palacei 
where, with little refiflance, he look J-JoJJce 
Jlapiet priidner, at the very moment he 
was (in diiguilc) making his efcape ; and 
after icciiring him under a fl-rong guard, 
he went in fearch of the principal trea-^ 
Jura of the city, (to which he was mi- 
nutely dire<£ted by his fpies) thefe ho de- 
poflted in the palace, and gave up the town 
ro be plundered by the fuldiers ; who, for 
the fpace of three days, committed every 
ravage and outrage that revenge and avarice, 
backed by uncontrolled power, could medi- 
tate and execute ; except ‘againif the Eng- 
lilh, French, and Dutch fudlories;- which* 
alone remained exempt from ruin and un- 
niolcfled. 

* JlodjcQ 
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H»djee Hamet, after fuffering the heavieA: 
reproaches and rcvilings from Sumjeer Khan, 
for his bafe ingratitude, treachery, and 
cruelty to Mujlapha Khan j and after un- 
dergoing a hundred and one lafhes fron^ 
the fcvcre difcipline of the Khorah^ was by 
order of the general fet on an afs, with his 
legs tied under the belly of the animal ; and 
his face painted half black, half white ; and 
thus led round the city, the fame route him- 
felf had appointed for the head of the un- 
fortunate Khan . — Returning from 

this dirgraceful progiefs, the difcipline of 
the Khorah was again inflicted on him$ 
not only as a puniQiment, but with a view 
to extort from him u confeflion and dis- 
covery of a large fum in gold and diamonds; 
which, it was laid, he had buried or other- 
wife fecreted but he bore the !a(h with 
amazing conflancy ; and made not the dif- 
covery that was aimed at.— After this he 
was chained to the leg of an elephant,—— 
to that very elephant, on which the head 
of Mujiapba Khan was expofed and elvat- 
ed. Hunijcer Khan had doomed him to a 
cruel and lingering death ; but one of his 
guards, touched with his great age ; the 
high dignity he had born; his cruel fuffer- 
ings; and heavy lamentations for his mur- 
(icred fon; conveyed, in pity to him, a dole 
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of poifon j which he greedily fwallowed and 
put an end to his milciable being. 

Si/mf tr Khun, after this exemplary ven- 
geance, made a fhort flay at Patna, and re- 
tired to his country witJi an immenl'e booty; 
but without paying any turthcr regard, at 
leafl for the prclent, to the cngagemetjts that 
fublUled between him and Alhir Hnbbccb. 


The r.ites of JhJjce ILimet and °Jcyndi 
JLimct Kid.!, met a^very dijfcrent regard 
from the world r the latter being as much 
lamented, as tlic memory of his father was 
deteded. hut it m:^ be very eaiily con- 
ceived tliat the lots of both proved a heavy 
llrokc of afllierlion to the Ufurper ; who now 
became as eminently wretched as he was 
great. His grief on the arrival of the news 
was fuch, that it was with the greateft dif- 
ficulty he was prevented following them.— 
However ; cool rededtion loon took place ; 
and his ufual fortitude furmounted, in a few 
days, the firft violent imprellions of his ir- 
reparable misfortune ; and obliged him to 
attend the concerns of his government j to 
which he was routed and Itimulatcd by the 
fpirited, wife and afFedlionatc reprcfcntatiotfs 

of his Begum A woman whofe wildoin, 

magnanimity, benevolence, and every ami- 

' able 
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|ible quality, refledled high honour 6n her 
fex and ftation. She much induenoed the 
Ufurper’s councils, and was ever confulted 
hy him in every material movenient in the 
ilate i except when (angomaty and trea- 
cherous meafures were judged •necellafy ; 
■which he knew Ihe would oppole, ah me 
ever condemned them when? perpetrated, 
howfoever fucceftful,— — predifcting always 
that fuch politics would end in ‘the ruih o£ 
his family. 

Though the Ulurper’s critical fituation 
called him to adtion i yet the death of his 
nephew ever after remained a heavy pref- 
iure upon his heart. He greatly loved him, 
and had deligned him his fucceflbr in the 
government of the Seubahlhip'^ in preference 
.to Hodjee's eldell fon ; who then bore the 
•title of the Emperor’s Dewan, ■ (to which 
he had juft as much right as his uncle 4iad 
to that of Soubah.) But this defign being 
blafted by the untimely deceafe of Jeyi\di 
Amet ; and that occafioned by the pernici- 
ous policy of his brother-and himfelf : the 
only amends in^his power to ^ake to the 
manes of his murdered nephew was,' to 
transfer the affedtion he ever bore him, to 
bis ddeft fon Mbirza Mabornmedi whom he 
immediately adopted as hh : and this 

yputb 
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yopth WU), from that period, looked upoi^ 
as bis iucceilbi:. . . 

Until tb.e rains broke up in OStd>er 1747, 
UOi yfurpe^ remained unmoleftcd ; but now 
MaMratton rc-cntcrcd the province of . 
Botgal.by the Bieriobeen hills; and Sumfetr 
having fafely lodged his Patna plun> 
ief xeturoed and. entered Bahar ; at laft re- 
mindful of his. engagement to Mhir Hub- 
beeh, and hoping by an union with the Ma- 
harattm^ to Jbare at lead the plunder alfo 
q( Mor/hadabad, , • 

• The Ufurper had taken the field very 
early— and on the firft* advice that Sumfeer 
Khan had entered Babar, he advanced to- 
wards him by rapid marches; thirfting to 
revenge his brother’s and nephew’s deaths; 
and depending that he Aould be able to 
engage and defeat him, before the Maba- 
could poHibly join him. Whilft he 
was in thia purfiiit, the Mabarattors^ who 
did, not think, ^t eligible to rifque an adtion 
with the Ufurper until they had joined 
their, new allies, were on full march to the 
ietded.. rendezvous at Bogolpore ; near which 
place the three armies arrived about the ' 
jtime time in the night. The Ufurper en- 
pamped, and fent out his fpies fi)r intellU 

genco. 
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gence. They foon returned and informed 
him he was encamped between the enemies 
armies ; the Patajis a corfc to the North- 
ward of him ; and the Maharattors about 
the fame diflance to the Southward. — ^This 
perilous (ituation would have druck any but 
this brave Ufurper with alarm and terror : 
fome of his general officers propofed his 
taking the advantage of the night, and at- 
tempting a filent retreat to Siclygully ; but he 
rejedted this overture w'ith high indignation. 
-—He was perfedlly acquainted with the dif- 
ferent genius and difpofition of the enemies 
he had to encounter j and from this know- 
ledge formed his rcfolutions ; the only . re- 
fource left him was indantly obvious to this 
confummate general and foldier. 

At midnight he held a council of war, 
of three or four of his principal officers 
only. To thefe he opened his deiigns, and 
diredted them to iffue orders for the troops 
to be ready to march, half an hour before' 
day break ; without Ariking their tents— 
ftridtly prohibiting they Aiould encumber 
themldlves with aught but tlicir arms; for 
that his own, his officers, and foldiers bag- 
gage Ihould be left in the camp; for which 
he himfelf would be accountable to them. 

—Thefe 
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— — — Thefc orders diftributed, he went to 
reft. 

• 

Before day break the Ufurpcr put hlmfclf 
at the head of his troops, and marched to 
attack the Patans ; leaving his camp ftand- 

ing he found them prepared to receive 

him, not doubting but their allies, whofe 
fituation they had learnt, would attack his 
rear.— —A bloody . engagement enfued, in 
which the Ufurper might juftly fay, with 
another great ufurper, ** that he had many 
** times fought J'or Empire, but in this bat- 
** tie, yir Life." — After an obftinate con- 
tcft Sumfeer Kbun'wns ftain, and the Patans 
put to flight — inftead of purfuing them, he 
immediately returned -in good order to his 
camp; where, as he had torefeen, he found 
the Maharettors plundering it, confufedly 
difperfed, and regardlefs of the commands 
of their General or Oflicers : — In this litu- 
ation the Ufurper fell upon them, and after 
a great flaughter gave them a total defeat 
and rout. After theft exploits he returned 
triumphantly to his capital. 

Notwithftanding theft glorious fuccefles, 
he was incelfantly harrafted by, and forced 
to be ever in the field againft the MabaraU 

tors. 
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iors^ until the year 1750; when he made a 
lafting peace with them on the terms recited 
in the “ Short iTcctch of the hiftory of lien- 
“ before- mentioned j to which we beg 

leave to refer. There the reader may if 
he pleales follow this great wicked man, 
through the more pleafing Jetties cj dmieJUc 
life and public tranquillity f We fliall 

content ourfclves in doling this chapter, and 
feconil general head, with a few circumllan- 
ccs which happened in conlcquence of his 

natural demife, Jlnno 1756.- It is pretty 

well known, aud has been by us feverely 
felt, that he was fucc::cded by Mhirza Ma- 
bommed his adopted fon and grandlbn (who 
alTumed the title of Surajad lioojcla) in the 
government : that after he had quelled an 
oppolition that was made to his fuccefiion by 
part of his own family, he dire<?;ed his arms 
againll our fettlements ; took, and deflroy- 
cd them. — ^The caufes for that invallon of 
property, have been faithfully inveftigated 
and prefented to the public in a fccond edi- 
tion of ** India Trads,” publidied March ^ 

1764. This lliort recapitulation would 

have had no place here, but to introduce a 
circumltancc nut fu well known as the fore- 
going. 

When Surajad Dowla declared hi" refo- 
lutlon to attack and drive the Erglilli out 

of 
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of Bengal^ he was oppofed by the afTedllo-i 
nate remonftrances of the deceafed Ativerdi 

Kbari% Begum^ already mentioned with 

every argument which love and maternal 
authority could devile, (he labored to dif- 
fwade him from his purpol'e } but labored to 
no end : for though the young tyrant pre- 
ierved fome reverence for her pcrfon, yet 
her influence was not great : but when (he 
found him deaf to her entreaties, (he had 
the courage to tell him, ** She faw his own 
** fate was blended with, and waited on 
** the deflrudlion he was aiming to accom- 
** plilh again fl tha Engli(h ; and that if he 
** perfifted, his rafhnefs and injuftice would 
** not only be the caufe of his own death, 
** but the total ruin of his family.” Her 
wifdom and foreflght was fo great and ex-* 
tcnflvc, that it was commonly faid by the 
Ufurper, “ He never knew her judgment 
“ or prcdidlions fail.” 

We hope to meet with pardon for doing 
honour to the charadler of this extraordinary 
woman ; efpecially as we thereby embrace 
a favourable opportunity of difeharging the 
tribute of iincere grafttudp particularly due 
.from us,— >the author owing life and liberty 
to her humane and fuccefsful intercedion. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 


H aving in the preceedlng chapter 
(liewn from in^hat caufes, ana by what 
gradations the provinces of Bengal fell under 
the ufurpation of Aliverdt Kban-, our plan 
leads us next to convey a lummary account 
of their produce j the dividon of their princi- 
pals ; didri<5ts; and towns; with their fitu- 
ation rcfpedting each other j and their com- 
monly edimated didance froth cur principal 
fettlement of Calcutta, ' . 

Geographers have didinguifhed thefe pro- 
vinces by the title of the rich Kingdom ^of 
Bengal ; an epithet it highly merited when 
conddered in its original date of opulence 
and tranquillity ; in which point of vievv we 
intend to exhibit it, for this prevalent rcR- 
fon only ; that we thinlc it perfectly capable* 
of being re-indated and improved;, a car-! 
cumdance well worthy Our fd'efent know- 
ledge and attention. 

Ta 


N 
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To form a juft eftimate of the value and 
importance of ihefe provinces, we mull con- 
fider them at the period, when they were 
governed by the younger princes of the 
Blood Royal ; that is, fome years before 
Jtiffter K/jan's Soubahibip j for in his time 
they ftrft began to decline and dccreafe in 
their worth ; from caufes already inveftigat- 
ed in our laft gen^tjal head. 

From his demife, the country for a few 
years recovered, and began to ftouri/h, un- 
til within two yc^rs Of tjre deceafe of Sujab 
Khan-, when, by the xapacity of Hodjee 
Jdamet^ the Rajahs and Zemindars were 
again cruelly opprefUd and plundered » and 
were thereby difabled frona makinggood thek 
contra<fls to the government .r—^hoon after 
this period, commenced the ufurpation of 
Aliverdi Khan j that drew on the Maharat-^ 
tor invafton j which overwhelmed the . coun- 
try in miferies <Qf every Jpnd fpr the full 
ipace of eight years. 

The peace which the Ufurper made widj 
thefe invaders, Atmo * 7^0 j feemed, for four 
or five years, to prf»mjie the reftoration of 
vigour to this barafted country : but ks 
Blattered conftitution was fcarcely beginning 
to revive, when the rafh conduct of the 

fuc- 
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fuoceeding young tyrant reduced k again to 
eminent peril. A juft vengeance and ne- 
ceflity drew the Englifti arms againft hint 
and his country ; which produced a revolu- 
tion fatal to hirnfelf and family ; — neceftity 
again, produced a ftcond revolutidh ■ ■ 

wantonnefs a third j and when we fhall ftop, 
time alone can difclofe. — A few individuals 
may benefit by this fhtfting fyflem ; but 
total ruin to the trade of the provinces, and 
to die Company, muft manif'cftly in the end 
be the confctpence of this continued war- 
fare, if not timely prevented ; notwithftand- 
ing the flattering, fallacious fuccefs of our 
arms. 

The foregoing fhort recapitulation -wc 
thought neceftary, to vindicate our conclu- 
iion ; that no perfect judgment can be made 
of the value of this ineftimable country from 
any period of time within the laft forty 
years j during which fpace, with few and 
Ihort interruptions, it has been involved in 
war, and labored under didiculties that have 
impaired it’s very vitals. Thence, the ncccf- 
fity of our giving a picture of it in a per- 
manent fettled government i when the lands 
were permitted to yield their produce un- 
moleftcd ; when the manufaiftures and every 
branch of trade Hourillied > and when the 
rents, revenues, and cuftoms refuUing from 

N 2 that 
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that happy (late, prove it to have been as 
valuable a fpot as any upon this globe ; if 
not the mofl fo. 

To this defirablc (late, we repeat, from our 
perfect knowledge and experience, it is capa- 
ble of being reftored under a proper govern- 
ment ; if it was not, our prefent labors were 
vain ; and could anfwer no end or purpofe. 
What cdeiuial end and purpofe ihev are 
calculated to obtain, wc fliu'! now venture 
to open i and as 1 have no motive to in- 
fluence me but ljnce?e gratitude to my for- 
mer employers, and true love for my coun- 
try, 1 truft my endeavours will meet with 
candour and thanks— at lead from the pub- 
lic, if not from that rejpcHablc body of wen, 
for whofe’ benefit they arc more particularly 
intended. 

Notwithflanding the plaufible face of 
fuccefs, our affair. in Bengal may wear at 
prefent, by late advices from thence ; it is 
as dcmonllrable as any propofuion in Eu- 
clid, that they cannot produce the great 
and elTcntial end aim^d at, a , lading 

peace and fettled government ^ without 
whicl), the Company mud fink under 4lie 
prelTure of a long expenfive war ; which 
not only fwallows up their new acqui:ed 

le venue. , 
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revenues ; but impecles and (hackles their 
trade in every in (lance, (hape, and form. 
In profecution of this war, the heads of 
their fervants abroad are turned and bewil- 
dered ; and their mercantile bufinefs (which 
only can fupport the Company in the end) 
mud fufFer under unavoidable neglcdls and 
abufes. The gentlemen at home in the di- 
rcAion of affairs, mud labor under heavy cm- 
barradments in conducting the two branches 
of war and trade ; either of which would 
fully employ their whole time and atten* 
tion. 

A trading and a fighting company, is a 
two headed monder in nature, that cannot 
cxid long ; as the expence and inexperience 
of the latter, mud exceed, confound, and 
dedroy every profit or advantage gained by 
the former.— New temporary vidlories, dU 
mulate and pufh us on to grafp at new ac'> 
quifitions of territory ; thefe call for a large 
increal'e of military force to defend them ; 
and thus we (hall go on, grafping and ex- 
pending, until we cram our hands fo full 
that they become cramped and numbed ; and 
we (hall be obliged to quit, and relinquifh 
even that part, which we might have held 
fad if bounds had been fet to our progrefs : 

N 3 which 
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which (upon the prefent fyftcm) we now 
fee is utterly impolTible ; therefore a total 
change in our politics becomes indirpenfa* 
bly ncceflary. 

The gentlemen in the dire(5lion mull 
furely fee this fatal tendency of their afl'airs, 
and muft tremble at it — but where’s the 
remedy they will fay ? — it has been already 
pointed out and no regard paid to it — pof- 
fibly, though convinced, they want the pub- 
lic fandtion to a ftcp they may think fo ex- 
traordinary though every day they arc 

taking flcps more extraordinary, in fupport- 
ing their fervants in a war againd the Mo- 
gul, his Vice-Roys, and fubjedts, which on 
the prefent plan mud unavoidably j>fovc 
the ruin of the company. — Wc have a con- 
fiderable concern in this (lock, and there- 
fore claim a right to fpeak— -when private 
remondrances fail, public ones may acquire 
a due influence. 

Why we Ihould wantonly perfid in a 
date of dedruClive war, with a Potentate, 
whofe alliance is fo materially ncceflary to 
us j when we have it fo^much in our power 
to make a ufeful friend of him and his fuc- 
ptflbrs i is a condudl that furpafles human 

Milder- 
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underftandlng ; and yet that fuch has been 
our conduiil for five years pail is moil cer>^ 
tain. 

Let us have done with this ringing 
changes upon Soubahs ; there’s no end to 
it. Let us boldly dare to be Soijbah our^ ' 
Jilves i our own terms have been more than 
once oficrcd to us by the Emperor ; why 
iliould we lunger heiitate to- accept them ? 
We have not fcrupled to feize and polfeis 
part of his territory with violence ; lurely 
it would be more confeientious, and more 
confident with the laws of nature and na- 
tions, to hold the whole of thefe provinces 
under him, by his own appointment. — That 
this would be readily afiented to on his: 
part, if a proper overture came from us, is 
not to be doubted : the confideration of his 
own great and obvious advantages, and the 
neccilities of his fituation would leave him 
iio room for choice. 

We have already convinced him, we are 
able, when we have a mind to fet our own 
ruin and the lives of our fellow fubjedls at 
nought, to hold this part of his country from 
him, in fpite of his ilrongefl efforts againft 
L’s : nay, poflibly we might retain it under 
our fubjedtion for fome Ihort time at lead ; 

N 4 but 
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but the confequence to hiaS) and ue» ls-obvt<. 
ous: a wanton cacpence ' of .blood- ood- trei^- 
fure i while the obje«^ we are coatendiog 
for is daily more and more defolated ><by 
this' contention i and, and bye> wlU aoC 
he worth the pofledioh of either—' — £br‘ 
every . movement ehat does not tend- to a 
lafting,aod.^m peace by advantaging both,' 
is, fruitlefs^ and ean .have no permanent 
or falutary , efied and moll fure k is* that 
the plan we have hitherto purfued, and are 
purfuing*. cannot accomplilh -that dcfir>- 
able i/Tue*. 

. . It is true,., we liave feen our forcev int«he 
Eaftj ondcr the ,conduCir of an able and 
a6ive commander, dfive tbe- Mogul'a"Viee>' 
Roys out of the provinces. It is alfo true, 
that we h&ve feen- a fpirited -condu^ and 
ir the Moguls .aroops, 'that ^nght 
yuAlyJo.ftrikc ns with apprebenfion of fu- 
ture confequences. The J^Jians when bril 
. attacked by Sweden, did not pollfefs a tenth 
part^pf the courage and difeipUne. that thefe 
our enemies have now acquired > - -and yet 
the event is known, to the worldt— l«et' us 
f.eafon upon very .probable fuppofitioe»% sand 
ppt. red. in a too great* and flattering feeuii- 
ty»,at jS time, when- we have the .greateft. 
tQ he alarmed. 
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^uppoTe the Mogul’s "Vlc^-^Ro^ ^6ut4« 
ft<om <fxpeH«nce, at laft ’evidcndjr^e’j that 
the only way to Conquer hs, and i^epdeir our 
eoufiige and difoipline of none is to 

creid ever coming tp a affidn ^i^ 

US': -with the great^peridrity of numbers' 
they wilt ever be able to bring into the "field. 
»fhfey may by this prectfuttlon'* divi^bg 
their army (which conQfts trfafefly nf* caval- 
tf) into ftnall bodies j - feut 6ff Ottr prbt^ifions' 
and forage ; beat up‘ our quarters ; 'hiuddil 
Ottr 'handful of' men without ceafingi and 
finally defiroy iis without danger to thehl- 
felvcs — and is it improbable they fhould at 
laift adopt this conduct? we pronounte, no 2 
it is mo(f 'probable they wiil^. as the’ bnly 
refeuroc' left' for them* 

l*et^ os *a^lf>,' tfimpofe a ftiptutte ’fWfti 
IjWwice, whilft we are engaged m fhis 'Wfir 
sivifh the Mogul ; our prendency of 'Fdrt 
W^Uiam, and cttir’ other fadtories iti a man- 
liter deferted ; and the chief firength of al| 
obr fettlementsa'dting at the diftahtc of eight 
or nine hundred miles from the center of 

OUT pofleflions. We will not fbppofe a 

rupture with Ft^gnce nfear j but let it Odme 
when ft 'wHK it fets at nought the article 
in the lad treaty of peabe, which us 
aft exclufivc right to Bengof; and tnercfore 
• ought 
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ought to be attended to: for It Is not to 
be imagined, that they will neglect fb fa- 
vourable an occahon of attacking a fettlement^ 
which conAitutes, in the EaH:, the very ef- 
ience of our being ; when they find it left 
defencelefs by the abfence of our troops. 

In fbort, every coniideration calls aloud 
for a period being put to this unprofitable, 
and precarious war, by fome other plan of 
operations ; and we ailert none is fo eligible,, 
honourable or praiSticable, as that we have 
now hinted at, — We have nibbled at thefe 
provinces for eight years ; and notwithffand- 
ing an immenfe acquifltion of territory and 
revenue, what benefit has refulted from our 
fucceiles, to the company ? are their divi* 
dends raifed to the late ftandard of eight per 
Cent? no — •»^it is impoflible they fhould, 
whilil this deftru£tive expenfive conteft ex- 
ifls — and fliall we thus go on, nibbling and 
nibbling at the until the trap falls and 
crufhes us ? — but to come more immediately 
to the point. 

# 

Permit us. Gentlemen, mofl humbly to adr 
vife, that exprefs orders be fent without de- 
lay to your Prefident and Governor of Fort 
William > to make the following overture of* 
peace to the Mogull ; viz. ** That on con- 

** dition 
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f* dition of his appointing and invefting (to 
** all intents and purpofcs) your Governor 
for the time being, Soubah of the Pro- 
vinccs of Bengali Bahar, and OriJf 'a\ you 
will engage on your part, that the fti- 
pulated fum of one khorore of rupees, 
“ fhall be annually paid into the J’oyal trea- 
fury j free of all dedudtions," 

As this fum nearly doubles the ftipulation 
made by the ufurper ^U’verdt Khan, with the 
Vizir Mufjfoor !Ali Khan^ Anno 1750, (a 
tythe of whichp by the bye was never paid) 
and we venture to fay, re-doubles in one year ^ 
any advantages the Emperors have received 
from the revenues of thefe provinces, for the 
fpace of forty years lajl pajt } we cannot en- 
tertain a doubt of his moft readily acceding 
to the *^erms propofed ; as thereby he would 
allb fecure a powerful ally, who could b? 
occanoually of fervice to hiip on any emeff 
gency, in his government. 

\Vhen we are inveHed with this Sovereign- 
ty and empowered to difplay the Mogul’s 
royal llandard ; the provinces will be cafily 
governed and kept in fubjedlion, at a lefs an-r 
nunl expence and force, than the Company 
are now from neceihty loaded with — but 
fuppofc it double, the Jlake is amply fuffi- 
(ient, as we Hiall prefcntly demonflrate. 
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Some narrow minded people, ftrangers tQ 
the nature of the country and government 
will flart; and make the greatnels of theob* 
jedt a bugbear to their hopes and wilhes — • 
Was it poflible, that the Company could 
unmolefted enjoy what they have got, and 
purfue their trade without interruption j we 
fhould be amongd; the firft that might juftly 
exclaim againfl their extending their views ; 
— but, that this was impradlicable, we have 
long forcfeen and publicly declared j— and 
if we think at all, we mull now be con- 
vinced there is no mtjjJium, or alternative, 
but this j that can be adopted with any 
appearance of fecurity or permanency——* 
aut Soubabf aut nullm^ muH now be our 
motto. 

« 

We cannot enough applaud the feafonable 
meafure of fending out Loid Clives which 
we eHeem a happy event ; notwithllanding, 
what could be done upon the prefent plan 
of politics, has been done without hina— 
the weight of his Lordlhip’s reputation and 
experience, in tnofe parts, will mod elTen* 
tiaily promote this our new plan : he is the 
bed qualified to negotiate, it ; the fitted to 
be fird inveded with that high power ; and 
the mod capable of fixing and leaving iif 
upon a folid balls.— —That thefe arc our 
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real fentiments^ flowing from a juft regardl 
to his Lordftjip’s charadler, I think the pub- 
lic will not doubt ; as they already know, 
we lie under no obligations to that quarter, 
that might excite cur partiality. 

We are very fenfible, our rulers at home 
do not like to have the affairs of the Com- 
pany, the fubjetl; of public difquifition. But 
as they and their affairs, are now truly be- 
come a very important national concern ; 
and their owiw inteftine quarrels have given 
a latitude to make their conduifl: the Iporp 
of every pen ; we think there needs the left 
apology for the liberty we now take ^ as one 
of our chi^f motives is, to extricate them 
from the difliculpes, we imagine they muft 
be plunged in at this period. And no drown- 
ing man will be angry at another, who 
ftretches out a friendly hand to fave him 
from finking ? — The pointing out a meafurc 
to them that muft, if it takes place, in a 
very fhort fpace, mount their ftock in fub- 
ftantial real value to five hundred ; will not 
. hurt them or the proprietors. 

But it may be afked us, if ihcfe only arc 
your motives, why not intimate the meafure 
in private to our chairman or court of direc- 
tors? Why not communicate it, and en- 
force 
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force it, at a quarterly geoeral court f Why 
not call a general court on J]^cial matters f 
Why are our affairs and fehemes to be can- 
vafled by tlic public ? Have patience, my 
friends, and we will aofwer thefe interroga-^ 
tories by one prevalent reafon that deter- 
mines iis^ to adopt none of them . — Private 
intimadons for public gooi^ leave the par^ 
ties entrujled, at large ; and without public 
check, to concur wiA, or rejeSl and lay 
afide, the means propofed ; as caprice, want 
of comprehenfion, piarticular ' private views, 
or -divided counfeU, cnay chance to inilu-:* 
cnce: — but when publicly made^ they then 
become accountable to the •world.’-^ln ai^ 
fSgning this reafon, wc m.uft not be thought 
to infinuate any doubt, injurious to the ho^ 
nour and integrity of the prefent Chairman, 
or prefent court of Directors j whom, from 
the finceritjr of our heatt, we believe as 
much attached to the true intereft of the 
India Conmany, as any fett of gentle- 
men who ever fat at tliat board. 

m 

Our wifh is, to promote the well being 
of the Eajl India Compapyj and not in-, 
teotionally to give ofifence to any; and if 
our propofed plan meets not the^approba-* 
don arid concurrence of thofe who will 
moft benefic by the event, we can only la- 
7 ment 



( * 9 * ) 

ment their lofs and our own.-— Jt appears 
by a correfpondencc laid before the public, 
iaft year, that we urged the neceffity of thif 
wr<2/«rf in the year 1 760 ; Glorious! would 
-have been the iffue for the company, had it 
been then carried into execution ; and happy 
for many unfortunate individuals, who fioce 
perilhed by a contrary fyftem of politics !— 
There would then have been no call or ne- 
ceflity, for this Nabob-changing fchemc; 
the provinces would have been efliablilhed 
in peace ; and war, revolutions, murders, 
and maflacres, without ? being — however, 
from a thorough convi^ion we fay, it is not 
now too late to regain the happy opportu- 
nity we then loft: nay, fubfequent events, 
rather encourage and afford a more favor- 
able afpedt i as things may be accomplifhed 
now under lefs dithculties, than we fhould 
at that period have had to encounter and 
ftruggle with. — In this confidence we £haU 
proceed, and by a rough fketch of the pro- 
duce of the revenues, fhow the vaft ftake we 
throw for. If wc win, the gain will be im- 
menfe : if we fail in the attempt, -we are 
but .where we wyere; and at the worft, 
fball have it in our power to refume our 
Dog T^rot policy again. 


At 
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At Naioor^ about ten days travel North- 
feaft of Calcutta, reQdes the family of the 
moft ancient and opulent of the Hindoo 
Princes of Bengali i Rajah Rhaam Kbaunt\ 
of the race of Bra wins who dcceafcd in 

the year 174S, and was fucceeded by his 
a Princefs named Btyivanny RJoaanec j 
whole Dewan, or Miniftcr, was Diaram 
of the ^eely caft, or Tribe. They poffefs 
a tra£t of country of about thirty-five days 
travel * and under a fettled government, 
their flipulated annual rents to the crown 

were feventy lac of^Sicca rupees, the 

real revenues, a^out one khorore and an 
_half. 

‘ The chief towns of thefe diftrias arc, 
^/talda, Hurrial, Scerpore^ BaU'kooJhy, and 
Cogmarryy all feparateJy famous for manu- 
facturing the following Ipecies of piece 
goods, viz. for the Europe markets, coflacs, 
elatches, hummums, chowtahs, ootally fbo- 

fics, feerfuchers and raw-filk: for tlic 

markets of Bitfforab, Moeba^ Judda, Pegu, 

• The Genitot eftimate difla^ces by corfes, but more 
CQinmtmiy by a day’s journey, which they reckon five 
corfe, hut as the corfe varies in different dillrias, from 
one and a half to two and a half miles Engtijh, we t^e 
Che medium daysjcravcis at ten Engliflt miles. 


Acbeen 
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Acheen and MAacca^ the difflrent forts of 
cofl'a’s, baftas, lannoofe, multnulls, tanjcbs, 
ordinary ktnchees, tiff. Gff. 

This country produces alfo, copofs, or 
cotton, vvitli which tlie a^jove fi>rt- 
ments of goods are in part inanufadlurcd ; 
but the produce docs not bear any propor- 
tion to the confumption, fo that they are 
indebted to foreign markets for this article ; 
and chiefly to the port of Surat. 

The towns of Tsc^vangimgCt Sie!)gurrg^^ 
Sorupgunge., and 'ynmmaaigunget are all ’.a- 
mous markets tor grain j as their names 
imply • 

Contiguous to this laft mentioned dif- 
triit, but rtill more to the North-liatl, lie 
the lands of Rajah Prauuaut of the Koyf, 
or Scribe Call. His dillrittt extends about 
fifty days travel j conlills moftly of low- 
lands i and is in great part annually over- 
flowed. His itipulated yearly paymeju is 
twenty lac ; the real produce of his revenue, 
from lixty to feventy— the chief produ<^s of 
his country are grain, oil, and ghee, (an 
article much ufed in Indian cookery) it .like- 
wile yields tome ipecles of piece goods and 


* The meaning of Cungt being a grain mai lcer. 

O ravr 
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raw filk ; alfo fooole fugar, lump ‘)^g%rc, 
ginger, long pepper, and piplymol — articles 
that ufually compole the grufF cargoes of 
our outward bound (hipping. 

The principal towns of this diftridl, are 
Jiungpore Gooragat and Santof 'e Buddoal^ 
the capita] refidence of the head of this fa- 
mily : from thefc Arungs^ the B.nft India 
companies are fupplied with fannoos, mul- 
mulls, tanjebs and raw-fi'k. 

The great market of Buguan Gola ♦, is 
fupplied from this dTftridt, with the three 
important articles of grain, oil, and ghee, — 
and now we have occafion to mention this 
mart, it is not foreign to our purpofe to 

dwell a little longer on it it is lltuate on 

the Gauges a day and a half North from 
IvlutjS.uuavad i and two days South Eaftcrly 
of Rajamhol ; and is the ^reateft market for 
the above-mentioned articles in Indofiany or 
poflibly in the known world. The cudoms 
on grain only, amount to three lac of rupees 
per Annum — atl the cuftoms and duties of 
Biigiuan Goloy rank in the lift of revenues, 
under the head of Kfjo/s Mhol, that is, du- 
ties which are kept in the government’s 
hands; and not farmed out. • 

* Gola fignifies a granary. 

This 
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This place h defcndedlop. tl^e Iviid 
k" ditch and palliiado^; and; is aluiaiy^i la 
iroublefome time^, gafriipQi^.by a ahj^iaiid 
hor& and a thouifand foot.*~: — lo the year 
*743» was four limqa attat!kf 4 by tbci 
haratiorSf uo^er B<^bar jitibeg^ 

who were often repulfed^ltis a: phu:e>dl' 
fuch importance to the Soubaby tbacvtiv* 
command of tfiegarri^JftjalwayabcfbovMd 
on the moft experienced .And. truft.-wocUijp 
officer he has in his (ervice : the whole of 
its revenues being uf^aliy valued, in pcice'- 
able tithes, at thirty lav per Annum. Ia,th6 
beginning of the year 1750* tt, was agaW 
attacked by the Mabarattort • takteft; aatk 
piuiidered of an immeuft booty.* 

North- Well of Fort WiJUam^ nnd abodt' 
three dajrsj^d haif.diffitnt, lie the lahda 
of Rya'b ^i^itj^ , ejctendihg twclv(i> 

days travel... The tlip.u|abtdi>ivents of Utatlij 
lands are tj^rty<two,,la€L, 7 ^; bofi 

their real p^odupo . and value, , fromndghiy^' 
lac cp oQe^ hhorpre..,, ,Thif pfincipal^ 

of the three di/iri^s» . ced$^.4k ^rpetuity tOk^ 
the company: by the treaty. with. 
in the.yeaf! 1/7^04 ; 

' • 4 • 

The principal towns of ,.tbik,d|Aria aro 

Bur^an, Kirpy, Radnapflret Dewangunge 

O at ^ aiKi 
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• 

and BaJhkiJfagur ; thefe fupply the Bajl In- 
dia companies with the following fortmcqts 
of piece goods, viz. doorcas, terrandams, 
cutunies, fboAes, foot romaals, gurras, fcC- 
terfoys, fanton coupees, cherriderries, chilys, 
cullas and doofbota's. The capital Burd- 
want may be properly called the center of 
the trade of the provinces. In tranquil 
limes, this place afforded an annual large 
vend for the valuable ftaples of lead, cop- 
per, broad cloth, tin, pepper and toota- 
nague. The Puggiah merchants from Delby 
and jigra, reforted yearly to this great 
mart ; and woul4 ag^m, if peace was cAab- 

lidied in the country x— they purchafed 

the above ftaples, either with money ; or 
in barter for opium, tincal, fait petre and 
horfes. 

This didridl produces raw-AIk and co- 
pofs, fufficient only for/nanufa(5turing their 
foofies, cuttanecs and gurras.— The leiTer 
towns manufacture other inferior fortments 

of cloth, as feerbunds, gollabunds, iSc. 

k produces grain, equal to the confumption 
of the people only. 

Burdumaan (the proper name of tbc dif- 
trict) is high ; better peopled, and better 
cultivated than any part of the three pro- 
vinces. 
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vinces. Bleflings! that caufed it every year, 
more particularly, to bepomc a prey to thf 
Mabarattorsi as before recited. 

The family of this Rajah farmed l^nds 
to the amount of four lac p^r Annum \ con- 
tiguous to the bounds of Calcutta', and had 
a palace at Beallah, about feven miles South 
of it — the Fort of Buzbu^ee, on the Gan- 
,ges, was alfo their property. 

To the VVgft of Burdwan, fomething 
Northerly, lie the l:'nds belonging to the 
family of Rajah Gofaul Sing, of t^c Raaz- 
poot Bramin tribe. They poifefs an extent of 
llxteen days travel; this didridt produces an 
annual revenue of between thirty and forty 
lac; but from the happinefs of -their fitua- 
tion, he is perhaps the moA: independant 
Rajah of Tndoflan ; having it always in hit 
power to overflow^ his country, and drown 
any eneihy that comes againft him : as 
happened at the beginning of Soujah Khan*s 
government ; who fen't a (Irong body of 
horle to reduce him: thele he fuffered to 
advance far into his country ; then opening 
the dams of the rwers hp deftroyed them to 
a man. Th.is adlion dilcouraged any fubfe- 
ouent attempts tcT reduce him but if the 
Kontiers of the diftridl were fo in veiled, as 
O 3 ' to 
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Co prevent the exit of the merchandize of his 
country, which might eaiily be done ; 
fvould be preicntly brought to obedience ; 
and would be glad to compound for a tri- 
bute of twenty lac per Annum, As it is ^ he 
can hardly be faid to acknowledge any 
allegiance^ to 'the Mogul or Soubah } fome 
years deigning to iend to him an acknow- 
lodgement, by way of fal^amy (or prclent) 
of 1 5,000 rupees > fometimes 20,oco } and 
feme years not any thing at all; as he iiap- 
pens to be dilpo/ed. 

But, in truth, it Wbuld be altnod cruelty 
to moleft theie happy people ; for in thi^ 
diilri<ff, are the only vefliges of the beauty, 
purity, piety, regularTty, equity and ftrid:- 
ticfs of the ancient Jndoji^n government. 
Here the pfoperty, as well ar libe*"'y nf 
the people, are inviolate. Here, no robberies 
are heard of, either prii^te or public ; the 
traveler, either with,' or without merchan- 
dize, on his entering this diftrifl, becomes 
the immediate care of the government; 
which allots him guards without any ex- 
pence, to conduct him from ftage to ftage ; 
and thefe are accountable for the 'fafety and 
accommodation of his perfon and effe&s.— > 
Ar the end of the hrft'llagp, he is delivereti 
over, with certain' benevolent formalities, to 

the 
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the guards of the next ; who after interro^ 
gating the traveller, as to the ufage he had 
received in his journey, difmil's the firft 
guard with a written certiBcate of their 
behaviour, and a receipt for the traveller 
and bis effedts } which certificate pr receipt 
are returnable to the commanding officer of 
the HrA Aage ; who regiAers the fame, and 
regularly reports it to the Ritjah. • 

In this form, the traveller is pafled through 
the country ( and if he only paJfeSy be is not 
fuffered to be at any e^pence for food, ac- 
commodation, or carriage for his merchan- 
dize or baggage. But it is otherwife, if h6 
is permitted to make any relidence in one” 
place above thr^e da 3 (S; unlels occafioned 
by iicknefs, or any unavoidable 'accident.-^ 
If any thing is loA in this diArifk ; for in- 
Aance, a bag of money or other valuable % 
the perfqn who fines it, hangs it upon'.the 
i>ext tree, and gives jiotice to ^ the neareA 
Chowkey or place of guard; the officer of 
which, orders immediate publication of the 
|aiQe by beat of tomtom, or drum. 

There are in this precind, no leA than 
three hundred and lixty cohfiderable. Pago* 
da*s. Of places of public worAiip; ere<tted 
by this Rajah, and his anccAors.- — The 
\v6rffiip of the cow is here carried to- fo 
O 4 great 
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great an extreme j that if that animal meets 
with a 'lioh'ut death, the city, or village, 
to \K:iich it belonged, goes into a geiicral 
mourning and fall, for three days; and all 
are obliged, from the Raj-.li to the meancll 
of the people, to remain c>n the fpof, where 
tlicy brit lu-ard the publicatii ri of the ac- 
ciilcnt ; and arc employed, during that fjuce, 
ill periorming various expiation-, as diitdl- 
ed in the Shajiab. Rut more of this umler 
a lul.fequent general head. 

TiifniipcrCt tlie capital, aiivl chief refidcnce 
f f tile Rajah, and wlfich gives a name to tlie 
whole diltridV, is alio lire chief feat of trade. 
The produce of tl>e country conliils of rtiaol 
timbers (a w'ood eqii'.d in (juality to the bell 
of our oak) ii;;inmer jacca’.-, an inferior fort- 

inent of raw-hlk and copofs and jjrain. 

fufheient only ior their Conkimplion : it is 
fiom this dittrief tliat tlie fu/// India Com- 
panies ai c chielly fuppUed wiih the aiiicle 
oi li.ell lacca. 

J\orth-WeA of Hifnapcrc, contiguous 
lie the territories of Budh:/- 'Jaw n.d Khan ^ 
ion and lucceffor to jdftotla Klan, a Mogul, 

and Rrince of Bit'i lohicn. 1 low this 

^ialouiwe.tati family, originally crept m 
among the Hindoo Hajal-s, we never could 

learn 
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learn with any prccilicn ; but think it pro- 
cecdctl from it's iniporiancc to the Mogul 
government ; as being the pafs into Bengal, 
from whicli moil danger of invaders was 
to be apprehended j and therefore the Em- 
peror judged it expedient to have the govern- 
ment of this paf; in the lianJs of a Ma- 
Jiommedan l*rince : tlie- ctaiquered Rajahs 
not being deemed trull worthy. 

The lands formerly poflcilcd by this fa- 
mily, equalled in extent thofe of Bi/hapore 
and yielded nearly tlie fan e articles of mer- 
chandize, and ahou: the liime revenue 
but as foon as yllivcnii Khiin ufurped tht 
government of the vSoub.alifliip, he divcilcc 
th is Ra'iah (for fo lie is’ commonly calicdi 
of a great part of his country, and othc-- 
ways e»pprcfleil' Jiltn ; which he had after- 
wards caule to repent, as we have befor; 
fliewn, but notwiihllaiiding that.'^ie remain- 
ed taxed at ten lac ter Annum. 

The fertile part of his country is in 
the center of ti.e IVu'-hlccn mouniaiis. 
flis chief refidence is the fortrefs of hlogir ; 
and his piinei})al town of. trade, is llluti-" 
; from whence the liuji India Cai- 
jKniies ufually had the grcaiell part of ibir 
guiras provided : but the Mnl'uratior iiva- 
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|So2 49CC20oned, in a great meafure, th{t 
branch of trade to be transferred to tb^ 
town of Cutwab, 

- North Eaft of Calcuttit^ diftant aboi;t 
three days journey, lies Kijfnagur ; the fort 
and capita* of Raj ab Kijfen Qbund^ He pof* 
feilM a of country of about twelve 

days journey ; and is taxed at nine Lac J>er 
annuu) ; tl^ough his revenues exceed twenty 
five Lac. His principa} towns are Santipore^ 
Nuddeab^ Bouren^ &c. where mullmullsj cofr 
faes,- and cotton yarn are manufa^ured for 
the Europe markc|s : the country produces 
copofs and grain, but not fufficient for expor? 
Ution. 

The revenues of th&city cf Dacca (one? 
the. capital of Bengal) at a Tow efiimation, 
intouot annually to two'^hqrore; procedr 
ibg fiom cufioms and duties hnried on cloths, 
gain, oil, ghee, beetltuiut, chank'tnetab, 
fit, and tobacco, &c. , 

The foregoing inftances of the value o| 
tic lands, in the province of Bengal only, 
hid by the Rajahs fhalt Suffice without 
or particulariiing thofe held by the Zemin^ 
drx, fcattered through '^the province : fome 
of whoqn atf very condderable land holders. 

jhef: 
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Thcfe are generally taxed ncarw liie real 74^ 
jiie of their lands, than thofe wihidi arti helti 
by the {Ujabs. • . 

Time prcflc?, and will ootl'permit''*tis to 
enter minutely into a detail of the other 
branches of the revenues ii£ this <ifpulent 
country, in times of fettled peacd; a ibaio 
mention of the principal remaining fourtzes 
will fully and amply juftify the t point we 
aim at, and Ihew the . vail; imporianoe of the 
|lake we arc puihing for. 

Under this head are the revenues of the' 
city of Eafna, and thofe of the provinefc of> 
Babar—^thc government of Purhea, a tkP 
Nabobjhip — the revenues of the capital of 
Morjhadabad ■, :hc c'ry of Rajahmboh, the 
towns and diilrifls of Coffmbuzar^ 

Mercba, Buxbundr>^ uizSmgunge, JiUngbee, 
Baaker Gungej P.^apsre j ^eral petty Na^ 

bobihips and Fow/u^}arys» (see. &c. &c 

the governments and tJjftridls of Midnaport, 
and Qjitygongbt already ceded to us by^ the 
treaty of 1 760— and the Purgunnabs ceded 
by the treaty 1757, all held a moil pre- 
carious tenure, wbilil this wau^ with the go- 
vernment fubfiils, 

We make no account of die avovinee of 
prija, ufually eftimated at ane I^ororc 

and 
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and a half, becaufe it is a nnoot point, whe* 
ther the Emperor will engage in any eq(|i- 
valent plan of fatisfatflion for the Mabaratr 
tors evacuating it. Be this as it may, if our 
general fcheme fucceeds, it would be worth 
our while to attempt the geting rid of them 
jby fair mean s ^ as this province is greatly 
improvable, and conftitutes a neceflary fron- 
Uer barrier to Bengal on the South. We 
fay nothing neither of the Jaggbier lands', 
which are not taken into our eftimate, 
.though tbele are objedfs may be worth a 
future confideration. 

To fum . up the whole, we venture to 
/[lake our credit aiid veracity on the ailer- 
•cion, that the two provinces of Bengal and 
Bahar, will firily ytc^l a rfvenue of eleven 
Khorocc/rr annum, or 13,750,000 pounds 
ftcrling-— if it yields thi'-: under a defpotic 
and tyrannic governmeniK a»^»times of peace 
'and currency of trader what may vie not 
more expedt from it's '■improvements, under 
a mild and Briti(h ope ? — We beg leave to 
repeat, by way* of concluiion, that 

\ 

If wc. ihould fucceed in the attempt, 
gre'at and glorious will be the Britifli name 
in thofe parts; and immenfe the gain to tlife 
(omipany stid nation— if we fail — nothing 

remains. 
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remains, but to obtain a lading fence on al- 
raoft any terms — for if 'this war continvies 
much longer, on the prefent inelSedtuat and 
expenfive footing, the company, as a com* 
pany, cannot pothbly fupport it } and there- 
fore they mud be reduced to the neccflity «f 
applying to our own government, for morip 
powerful and potent aids than they hither- 
to have been indulged and favored with ; 
though this has, we confefs, been pretty con-> 
^derable already. What right we have (I 
fpeak as a prgprietor) to claio) or expe^ 
more — we leave to be refolved by our hb^- 
Dorable rulers. • ^ 

With the aoove obvious conclufion, wtf 
clofe this' our third peneral head, and yfr/i 
part of our woi^k ; and Ihajl proceed to the 
difcuilion of vtw* remainivig five general 
heads, in a fecoiK part, as fpcedily as leifurc 
and opportunity WiM permit. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

^ Having received intimation that a ccr^. 
^ain party intended again to make applicapon 
io parliament, fui^an aft to lay thc jplitthrg 
of Eaft India do^k under fomc redri£tions»; 
end having ferioufly contidcred this fubje^ 
in, we think, a new point of view j we 
1 beg 
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• I 

beg leave to be heard a few words rela<2 
tive tol thls matter ; and a few more, touch-! 
ih^ the prelent inodei of governing this com« 
pany, 

is extraordinary that in the coiirfe of 
io much altcMaiion before the general elec- 
tion* tilt year, on the* propriety or unpro-* 
priet]^ of mlittii^ ^Itock ; two obvious oonii- 
deranohs mould not (as we remember) have 
been ever urged in defence of this practice : 
which* if duly weighed* we. humbly imar 
g^e wopld determine parliament to dil^ 
OQiantenance, and throw out, any bill brought 
btdbrethem for tire above-mentioned pur- 
pofe. 

^*hat both parties, ih the laft year’s direct 
tion* ' hene$tea themfelvns by this pradfcicej 
is inconteliable ; potwith .landing the < bold 
aflertion and fallacious re^,aniiig »a onehdei 
suid theunmafked , by petrify of their ebam- 
j^bn Verax. >■■■■ . 

it was adeh^,. ** diat neither the ftock- 
••' holder could fpUi; nor transfer, nor tb^ 
•* 'transfer, accept and vote, conhAentlyl 
\)vi&. a good conf^ence as chrlftian* 09 
•* ‘ah ’hoheft man/’^Tp eicamioe the foun-j^ 
datl6h'of:this ^barge* let us coohdev 

the 


% 
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the fituation of every Eaft India proprietor 
on the common plan of voting, at genersd 
courts or general eledtions. 

The proprietor who holds 50,000 /. ori- 
ginal flock, and he who bolds ^00 /. are^ 
touching the government 01 this company, 
upon an equal footing. Strange ! that a 
regulation fo repugnant to equity and the 
nature of things, fliould have fo long fubfift- 
ed without amendment. 

The attachment and .''*h'ntlcn^ which every 
individual owes to the patvicular communi-^ 
ty he belongs to, will, nay, mud be itiT 
proportion to the fpeclw; ccncern and part 
he holds therein : therefore the proprie- 
tor who holds only 500/. dock, will be 
lefs attached and ntive, and more liable 
to be fwayed and i iduenced to join in bad 
meafures v.iih cler<»ning men, than the 
propriet<^r who holds 50,000 /. dock. — ■ » 
Therf^rorc whild this inconfiftent regula- 
tion fublills, and the letter of it is dridlly 
adhered to, what remedy or means has the 
pjoprietor of 8o,ouo/. Hock, to obtain an 
irflucnce in the government of this com- 
p; ny on any critical emergency in their 
ai airs, adequate to his concern and rifque^ 
but this very method of fpliiting and divid- 
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ing his ftock ? con/cqucntJy, every attempt 
to deprive him of this only refource Is, 
beyond doubt, ntoft unjuft ; and may tend 
to the deftruftion of the company, if they 
ftiould ever fall into the hands of a de- 
signing, ft'f'-intereftcd, and wicked fetof di- 
redtors. 

To refute the charge of difhonefty in the 
adlion ittclf, we need only confidcr it in 
comparifon witJi a tranfadhon much more 
common ; yet, we conceive, ftriifly fimilar 
to it. ^ 

A. borrows 50(. /. of B. on note of b::nd 
payable in any Jlii ’>iated time — will any 
man be hardy eno ,gh tr fay, that this 
money is not the property of A. to all in- 
tents and purpofes, durii.-, the time of poffcf- 
hon ? -—and could not ^ ..;:ril'icntioully and 

honeftly fwcar it was ? wht-e then is 

the eflential dilicrcncc between boi '•owing 
500/. cafli, or 500/. ftock ? — Verax will 
tell you (though he laughs in his fleeve at 
the lame time) « that A. borrows the 
500 /. calli to convert it to his own pii- 
« vate occafions : but that the ftock Ic it 
and tran'.fcrred to A. is the conlequence af 
“ a private compadt and colluiion betwe-en 
** A. and B. to enable and qualify A. to 

■ -vote 
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vote on that fide of the quefiion A. to 
*• point out to him.** -Be it fo— yet the 
moment B. transfers, and A. accepts, thU 
individual 500 A ftock becomes the property 
of A. it has every e^ntial of property, that 
property can have annexed to it — he can 
icll, di^ofe of, give it aw^y, and expend it 
in any manner he pleafes ; and though he 
determines to hold it, yet it remains totally 
in his own bread; on which fide he will be- 
flow his vote, (as a certain party we believe 
found the lafi eleflion, to their great dif- 
appointment and difgrace.)— — will 
again tell you, there is a counter obliga- 
tion for A*s replacing th's individual (lock. 
—•In like manner A. is ibiiged to repay his 
500/. ca(h, and take up his note; if in 
cither cafe he ivjls, B. has his rcrncdy at law 
— but A. may nyjft .ruely fwear either to be 
bona Jide his property, whild they continue 
in his pofieiTtor. , hough he is accountable 
in the one cafe for payment, and the oth?r 
for re^iiacing. 

Touching the mode of governing this 
company, we beg leave to fay, it never 
•was, nor ever can be well governed on it's 
prefent infiitutlon. — Would you have your 
court of dtredlors refpedlable P reduce their 
t umber to fourteen ; raile the qualification 

P for 
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for It dircdor to 10,000/. original ftock ; 
and their falarics to tool, per annum. On 
this plan, the dire< 5 tion of your af&irs wouTd 
become an oh}e<fl worthy of being courted 
by men of the mofl diflinguiihed charac* 
ters, abihtirs, and property : which the pre- 
ient great uii.nprrance o^ this company loudly 
calls to be at their head — men who would 
not be Shackled by their necellary attention 
to their own little concerns ; and thereby^ 
obliged to abandon thoie of the company to 
the condudl and difpofal of one, two, or 
three members of thcii botly ; which un- 
happily has been rh&'fate of this company 
from it*s hrft miU^atioo. 



SUPPLEMENT. 


To HENRY GRABS BOULTON, Efqj 

CHAIRMAN, 

aNd the rest op the gentlemen. 

At prelent in the Direflion of the Affairs of the 
Eaft-IuMa Ccnpany. 

Gentlemen, 

T he many years X relided in Indian the 
many olH&es 1 here in the Company’s fcr- 
vice i the natural ^ent. of my genius to oblerva- 
tion and inquiry, and the various occalions that 
called forth a ps>rt'cular exertion of it, with the 
fruits of hi) thofe talcen together, having been, 
in eve' ^ interval of Itiifure and ' retirement, the 
fubie.t of much meditatiqn and recollection} I 
h» e been induced to give to the Public my 
tl oughts on the affairs of that Country in gene- 
r al, and of Bengali (with which J1 am belt ac> 
juiunted) in particular. My intention was furely 
audable from its ut&ity to you, to your Con(lh> 
) rents, and my Country } I lay, for this realbn 
iy intention was laudable, whatever defeCts 
n’ght be in the execution. 

P a 
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I was veiy confdoufi of the dilHculry of the 
QDcicrtakinf;, and not leis fo, that there were 
many gentlemen, who had merited and raifed to 
tbernfelves both honours ‘ and fortunes in the fer- 
vice, more able to have performed fuch a talk. 
YoC' ieeing their neglect, •'And well knowing that 
the- greatell capacity, the moil unwearied dili- 
gence of Dirp^or*, could never fup- 

ply them with tliole lights, which experience on- 
ly can furnilh, or, open to tliem the large and 
extenfive views fo requifitc to perfons in their fta- 
tion *, 1 judged it expedient, or rather a duty in- 
cumbent on me, to make an ofiering to you and 
the Public of that knowledge, which with un- 
cealiog diligence 1 had labored to obtain, and 
not fufer it to becs^uc altogether ufclefs, by be- 
ing buried in obliv.'in: More efpecia'ly, as the 
critical cunjunfiure your affairs in India Teem- 
ed to call aloud for e^ 'cry afTiflance of the kind, 
for the better informa.iun of you. Gentlemen, 
who are int^fted with t.ie inf-refts of the whole 
body of the Proprietors j an J not of them only, 
but alfb with the interefl tie Nation in general 
has, and mud always have> tnr iw. commerce to 
the Eaji^ Indies. 

Tliefe^and thefc only were my motives ' the 
work I publiflyEd in /iaguji laft. 2 leave yoi to 
judge. Gcnilenscn, how great my furprize a..'d 
chagr.n at being informed it has been privately 
.infinuated to you (and prcbably Tome of yo* r 
opinions influenced to bdieve) that in the eO 
mate I have there given, the value of the n. ti 
provinces of BengalU is highly exaggerated e..,d 
much bev ond the truth. 


Akhoiigh my Chapter on this fubjed waft more 
|:^articularly addcefled to you, 'yeras l had givcnr 
it to the Public, I might reaibnably have expec<> 
ted, if any one was better informed,- or doubted 
on plauflble grounds the authencioityof -my com- 
putation, it would have been publickly impeach- 
ed, and an opportunity affoft«>*“* ~^j»thereby of 
vindicating its truth, by laying before the Pub- 
lic the grounds on which it is formed^ < 

I hold mylelf much obliged to- thofe friends,’ 
who by giving me timely intelligence of thole 
inflnuations, have put- it in my power to do my- 
iclf juftice; and which - is of far greater conle- 
quence, to do juftice to tt> * - fubjeft,- by giving 
you fuch further informat' an* as may remove 
every lhadow of objeflio**, and leave you tho-' 
roughly perfuaded of the truth of what I have 
aflcrted to you ac>d the ..-'ublic;- ibr although it 
is of no great nibmenL to me, to- you, or the 
Public to inquire, whether thole inlinuations arofe 
from envy, felf- inteteft,' or-perioflal malevolences 
from wharfbever lource they flowedplDisof great 
impprsance to the welfare of the Codt^ 

pany and to the intereff of the Nation in general, 
as well , as in juftice to my venttricy^! that by U 
I'peedy difcuflion their fatal tendeiioy- may be ef^ 
fodtually remonreda • i b^ 1eaveicoi<add, thah-aC 
this time it is- partteulhrly aorQllhflf chac altuaidbi 
influence Ihould boWftled fronatyptirrminds,: arit 
tft the leafon. when al^Reso^ imcduHb 

under your itnmedweB inrpcftionV'alloiasae 'thlMft 
fore tp pr^vme there is grear pn^wiecy (aft 'lmy 
heart afluies nae there is great finaerity)<'in‘ my 
firt^ac addrels. >• ' . . . ^ 

' P$ . Bj! 
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By dedicating the Chapter in quedion, regard- 
ing the revenues, more particularly to you, X ap> 
pealed as it were to you, who have in your hands 
vouchers, that by parity of reafoning (as will be 
O^wn hereafter; would confirm my afiertion, and 
thereby as I thought made it unneceflary to en- 
ter minuoely rfiple proofs in fuppprt of it, 
which a bare ipft dwt in an addrcls to the Pub- 
lic might have required* Without referring Cq 
fuch evidence, might 1 not reafonably hope to 
have had credit for my afiertion with you, as 1 . 
was confeious you very well knew that none of 
the Company’s fervants had ever applied with 
more diligence to this branch of your contxms, 
or met with more (if <0 many) repeated opportu- 
nities of profecuting fuch inquiries : 1 entered on 
them early, 1 took rny informations from thofe 
who were the bed veried in thefe matters » 1 la- 
boured hard co obtain intelligence of this fort, 
long before ‘ihere was the lead probability of my 
making ufe of that intelligence in a practical way i 
^d afterwards my duty lead me Co verify many 
points relating to the fubje^, by the unerring 
light of experience •, and the more my experi- 
ence, the fuller were the evidences, 'and the 
firongcr my conviiiioin of die juftnefs of that in» 
telligencc I had 'xquired. hilight I not then ta- 
donally prefunv:, under a full and firm convir- 
tipo, tlUc what I was writing was thoroughly 
well founded, (which could clone have prompter 
me to a talk I to which I was not otherwife called) 
chat 1 ought make the offering to you and th 1 
Public, without apprchenfion of any impese’.,- 
tnent of its veracity, but on the cleared and fulb 
ed evidence: as a confidcrable. Propriewc. 1 

4 kiilght 
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ffmght liave an intereft in giving you juft infor« 
nacioa t 1 could have none ifi mifleadiAg you« 

■ f • > ■ 

The only method of leading u$ to the truths 
that the futycA will admit, ia-iea&joing by. Mai> 
logy froin thofe things of which: ^ ace tnoft 
certain, to thofe oi a like na.tute^ Jv. regard tm 
which we wiih to be certain. . .Thta-ihen ia. the 
mcthfxl 1 ftiall purfu<^, and 1. hopo and t will aa^ 
deavour to do k, with a$, much -laccuiiacy and 
pcrfpicuity as you can reafonably expe&ir- lhcft 
previous points being fettled, we will now, Gen* 
^emen, proceed to the buftnefs. 

On a candid and attem.. 'o penj(al of my third 
Chapter, it will be obvioU' the whole !:&- 

lior it, that it is calculated cq excite you to 
attempt the poftelOoik^' pi this country, in trufl: 
for the Empenyy and thereby put a period to- a 
deftrudive and ^adequate war t out can you 
imagine I excite you to this from the conftderar 
don of the worth of theie Provinces, according 
to the rates (landing upon the King's books i no» 
it b from the confiduatioa of theia real valui^ 
ai(U actual produce j and the farther confidera* 
tipn of how much this produce would certaiobr. 
be increafed uiu^r ap E"g,U/b S^oubala, . 

You have been cold. Gender- eo» (Of my. Mr 
fgripaiioo is wrong) that the ceveiHM of B«ng4tU 
are rated on the King's books uddei! three ktHs* 
^re qf .5«rr4 rupees ; If tc iff .ifaid*,irtlNi rcota of 
lands ace fo rated, you have been told the 
jCt’ithV tbe& only gn iQtQ iIm Buyal Traaftiiy* 
s'Od to tbe beft of my remembraocc are rated ac 

P 4 two 
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two khorore, Icventy-five, or (eventy<fix lac, 
and ibme odd thoufands. Should this informa- 
tion (without looking further) be taken as ^ 
proof of my exaggeration, when my eftimate ex- 
preisly includes the rents of the lands, and the 
rcTCnues ariling from their produce? which I 
have eftimated conjundiy at eleven khororej and 
now proceed rh^ proof, refling it upon what 
xhofe who are converiant in your affairs in India 
will admir to be an indilputable fadl, chat the 
lands throughout the provinces,, bear nearly a 
proportional value to each other. 

cannot with any precifion charge my memo^ 
ry (having none of mv papers with me) as to 
what the lands of the Company’s original zemin- 
dary Calcutta flood r ted in the King’s books i it 
is enough for my purjofe, that you and I know, 
they and the revenues' aitfrng from them, • for 
many years after the Coiopany yas invefted with 
them, fcarcAy yielded a net ».rofit that recom- 
penfo) the expences of colk-^ ng them. In pro- 
cefs of kinic, aa their fervanp became better ac- 
quainted with the nature of theif», tlwy became 
an otyefl more and more worthy of akrention; 
and being divided into fm'all farms, foon oru- 
duced a net annual revenue from twenty to ewe n- 
ty-five thoofand 'rupees % .xs the knowledge ot 
their nature anr value, increafed, fb did the rent, 
and^rms ; ur.til they brought in a net revenue 
of near forty '.houfand rupee., fer annum. Here 
they feemed ’.o ' be at their ne' plus ultra-, chough 
the tenants were daily increaGng, and the lands 
grew more fully occufMcd and cultivated confe- 
quendy their produce> and the confumpeion oL. 
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that produce, enlarged ; which rationally lndl« 
caced there Ihculd have been aii increalc of the 
rents and revenue^. 

This not being the cafe, the Gentlemea then 
In the Diredtion at home, ordered n ferutiny to 
be made in the ofHce ; and.' upon an average 
taken of the net proceeds fon aineen' years pre* 
ceding ^he year 1752, they appeared, to, baoe 
produced the Company barely tf\ircy'njoe.thou<i 
und rupees per annum. |,ln conlequehQe.of varU> 
ous, reforms and the deteflfoh of glaring frauds^ 
the farms for the hrd time: were put .u^ to a 
public and unbialted fale, to the higheft biddar-t 
and though fix, by order i*f the. then Coiirc of 
Directors, were abolifhed, a gdevous .ahdiop^ 
preffive to the tenants, yet liiefe wry lands pro- 
duced at the clofe of this year* \ nets, feveniy* 
three thpufand rupees ; air the clofe ^ the fecond, 
one lac and thiro.en' th'oufaud} at *he 'clofe of 
the third, one :Iac aqcl fourteen tbo^fahd} aixl 
would at the clofe of (fhe four'-h j’ear, to demon- . 
Ilration, have produced one lac, and twenty chou- 
fanJ. rrpm tjhe nature of the tbiug*' would 
havf gc ric on annually increaAbg- 

'rhe lands of the twenty- four Pprgunnahs, 
cc jed to the Company by thp treaty of .2^757* 
V hich fubfequently becanffe Colonel Clivu^ lagg- 
hicr; were rated un the King's looks .at two 
lac, and twenty- two thpufend .wpw^, Tbele 
Ir.nds were, for the fpace of fixteen months, re- 
tained in hand on the Company's 4^oqnt, ,un- 
(|er the infpedtion and fuperintendcnce of a cot- 
Mr, Frankhndt whofe aflivity, abilities, 

and 



( 2I« ) 

•nd Integrity, in the execution of that tnift. flood 
VnUnpeached. But the Company's agents find- 
ing chat by that method they fhould never arrive 
at the knowledge of the real value of thefe 
lands) determined to divide them into fifteen 
farms, and put tluxn up to public fale, relerv- 
ing the royalties in thdr own hands, from an 
:^>pKhenfioa toe urfmers. by being tnvefted with 
m^hc have it in their power to opprels 
the .tenants. This refolution was carried into 
mcecution. i.ehink. in July 1759. farms 

let for the term of three years \ when thofi: very 
lands which had produce for fixtecn months 
only three lac, dghcy«fixir thoufand rupees, fold 
at ^is unbiaflid lak Axrfeven lac, fixty-five thou- 
iaiid Sitem rupees, per ataiumt exclufive of the 
loyalties: and-chicteen at lead: of the fifteen pur- 
chaiets,. cq my koowled^ were annual gainers 
by their ; bargains. ■ lA bidding^ to keep up two 
of the fitftss to what i lhad reafon to think waS 
thair value, they fell upon «ny hands : as 1 had 
not leiiuas to ruperintend cham myfelf, I difpofed 
of them a fimr days after, for aiuadyajoce of five 
thoulkodi Sieea rupees, = per amum^ ^urinjjl' the 
terra of my Icafe.- 1' only” mention Ihia ts a 
corroborating proof of my lafl allertion. 

«•: What the Purgunnahs produced at their (is 
<;e{iid .fale. y<Sa,< Gentlemen, know better th^ 
J. aa befomhe escffiration of the term of chdt 
fiirft Jc?l^ I bad the honor to be recalled. ' 

. To particularize every inftance that might )e 
Iwoughc in psooi^for rather juftification of my 
gpaeraheibnwt^ would be to protr.sdk c(r J 2d<> 
' ■ dxelf 
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drefs tp a tedious length: thpfc already pro^ 
dnced, afford full cviderlce, |hat the revenues 
the lands are very nearly in a quadruple proppr*> 
lion, to the rents of them ^ and that fo, far from 
having exaggerated, I have rather dt^eciated thp 
real and intrinfic value of thffe provinces. 
cially when it is remembered, th^t tpj^fftimate h 
drawn, exclufiva of the royaj^,; 'whteh • ahtae 
are a very conlfderable revenue *, and gd(p tbatl 
have made no account of the many Jagghiers, 
Bor of the inptpenfe tra^ -of 9urBwttu,hMi.dtk’'(fo 
called from being fet apart for the fuppprt of thf . 
Bramins) nor of many other poffeflVons which 
pay no rents; in*the grants and inveftiturea pf 
which, there ace more fraud' apd collufions praor 
tiifcd, than in. every ' other junjuh of the rfvcf- 
oues. From a fcrutiny into tnele, - a new and 
confiderable income wc’.’ld 'arife, that has hithftrr 
to never found its vray, eilher inuxthe royal tr^-r 
fury, or into the Soubab> co^efs. 

I repeat ther>, and infift on.;a>y ef^iq^Cei that 
exclufive cf ll*c rovaities. upon an obvious and 
fait c-slculation, the whole laty^f of the three pi^ 
vinecs have never yielded lels than eleven hhot> 
4-orc feyty thoufapd , .rupees,;.. .prr 

anr deducting for Oriffa one khororc and a h»h^ 
ar which the lands and revenues that province 
a.'e ufually eilimated, there will rcma'ua pine 
khororr And a half ,f‘«‘ Bevg^lf apd Bahar^ tp 
%vhioh annex the royalties and the/ will mpr^ 
than make good the above dedu&ion for 

Though I have, in my general eftimate, coit- 
‘ fineo myfplf to the confideratioa of the knpvgi 

and 
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iAd' eftablifKed rents and revenues of the pro« 
▼inces, yet the extra items /|)TCified above, iio 
lels conilitute a- part of their value ; and though 
thofe items have for a long courle of years been 
cxMicealed and embezzled trom the government, 
that is no realbn why they may not in future be 
brought CO’ account by a Britifh Soubah at the 
head of it s an event which 1 wilj^ftill hope is not 
hr diftanc. 

t ' - 

'Whoever attempts tc depreciate this objeA at 
Chisjundure, can be no friend to you, your con-', 
ftituents^ or his country ; and ^ould (eem mov- 
ed only by private views to prolong a war, that 
can benefit norie, but the principal adtors in it. 
If it has been‘ iafin lated to you, that the pro- 
vinces of Bengali are not alone worthy your pof- 
feflion, you are now ' 1 trufi. fully convinced of 
the contrary ; and will Ibe the* nacefllty of putting 
a ftop at to the fifrides. your fervants are 
daily making towards acquif cions, which cannot 
potfibly be maintained : the provinces of Bengali 
you may mainrain and defend, upGki*‘’the plan 1 
liave - prefumed already to hint ro you« 1' will 
further communicate a few anecdotes relative to 
the lands and revenues of this country, ana clofe*- 
chis addrefi. 

♦ 

The rents jf the lands afe the property of tlys 
Bm^ror. ‘'hn 'eonlequence of which he has a 
royal Dnvah,' 7o every Soubahdaary, who dygj^t 
to he accountable tb the royal creafury for the 
whole amount of the rents, as rated upon the 
King's books : ' but as there is always a good un- 
derftanding beeweeh the Dewan and the Seubali, 

*thc3j‘ 
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riiey never are ar a lofs in pretending reafbns for 
the rents falling ftiort, though the whole is ftrift-. 
ly<and fully colledted. What is diverted from. 
the royal trcafury* is divided between the Dewan 
and the Soubah, of which the litter always cakes 
the lion’s ftiare^ 

Though the amount of the rents qf the lands 
is near three khororc p.v annum > yet the higheft 
ftipulation made with the Emperor was that 
mentioned in another pi \ce, of one khorore, one 
Jac, one thoufand, one .^undred, arid one .rupee, 
by the Soubah Soujah Khan : and this was te-* 
gularly cranfmitted to the royal treafury, until 
the ufurpation o^ yfliverdi. He, on pretence of 
the diftreffes of the provh*.'es (to which.diftref- 
fed ftate he himfejf had broi^ht them) made a 
new ftipulation of fifty- twolac ptr annum', to 
which he paid no l inger than the Vizir 

Monfoor AU Kbau'i army was within a few days 
march of Patna, Aj D.^ » 7 $o, nor has the royal 
treafury benefited \ ru^e from thefic provinces 
4ince that period. This I ipention, or Ihould 
rather fav ,^^at, to ftiow bow gladly the Em- 
'peio ' would embrace .any Qvertur^ tl^ would 
inftife '.x> him annually one>t^ird of ,t|»e; ,reAt« pf 
che^' provinces. 

The eftablilhcd ground rent is three Sicra ru- 
pees per kegah (about one third of an Emtlifl* 
acre) tixioughout ch<^empires hot AUverdi Khan 
r.sad'j liic firft innovatioti in this eltaDiiih^ law, 
a'ld-alfcffcd the land four annas or a quar- 

tL* of a 'rupee uj^n each Begah, on pretence of 
the Chouc paid To the ind railed 
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jcstt c£ the Rajahs and Zemindaart in that pnv 
portion « the& had no ocher means of rdmburfing 
thecnfelvea, but levying it upon the farmers, ^nd 
they agun on the tenants. Subfequently the 
lands were on various pretended exigencies, at 
difl^rent periods, aflefled to io-i6ths of a rupee, 
though every additional tax on land, above three 
Siica rupees per anuum^ is contrary to the ftand> 
ing law ot thV Rfipue ji^vhich, until AlivtrJiP% 
uiiupation, had been held ^cred, and inviolable. 
In the year 1732, you^ Governor and Council 
bad in agitadon the r, iGng the rents of your 
own Zemindary of Calcutta \ which being ru» 
xnoured abroad, they received a peremptory Per> 
wannah, from the Soubah, for bidding them » in 
.which the Soubah told them, that they were 
prefuming to do a thing, which he himfclf had 
not power to dO} ..nd that if they perlifled, they 
would, by the lawsto&Jtbe empire, forfeit their 
lands. 

Frauds throughout the empire in letdng the 
lands, are manifold : forinflance: The Rajah’s, 
and Zemindaars, by private comwadlt, with the 
Soubah’s officers, who are chargra with-she ma 
nagement of this department, obtain more lands 
than by their Synods (or grants, which are com^ 
monly called Fottahs) appear, and conf^ucntly " 
pay no rent c» the IGng for the furplus land. 
The lame ardhee is prafi^Ued between the De- 
wans of the/ Rajahs and Zemindaars, and die 
Izardaars o.‘ farnwrs ; and" the tenants, or ^cotb'* 
mon Potta'iholders under them, by bribing- ci^e 
officers of the Jummah Bund!, and chofe intru V 
cd with the meafurements of the lands, that /ney 

may' 
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may enjoy among them the benefit of the fur> 
plus land ^ and 1 may jufily aver, there is not a 
tenant in Jndojtan^' but po^lTcs and occupies a 
greater quantity of land, than his Puttah ex- 
preflcs, or than he pays rent for : Confequently, 
ft is the tenant that ultimately enjoys the bene- 
fit of the furplus land, thus gained by corrup- 
ticn, from the Soubah’s while the 

King fpci ificaliy fuffers in his rents. It extreme- 
ly well anfwers the te it’s purpofe, to poficfs, 
if he can by a fmall bi be, more land than he 
pays for, becaui'c himfel and his heirs enjoy the 
profit of it in perpctuit>^ finre, by a funda- 
mental law of the .empire, their Poitahb are irre- 
vocable, as long as they pay the rent, rated ia 
them refpectively j and To te.>der and indulgent 
are the laws of Indo^an in this particular, that no 
tenant foifeits his ]and, before he has failed in his 
payments tor twel v 'wuuci'a v though the land- 
tax by the fame l?Wa, is to be paid every three 
months. 

This method of fccrcting or purloining the 
land from .iie King and the Soubah, has been 
iJr^’.ed time out of mind •, and it is quite in 
polnk mention a flagrant inflance that appear- 
ci-^r the year 1753; when in confequence of 
the general ferutiny, made by your order in your 
Zemindary Calcutta^ it was dcmoiflrated, that 
in your fmall diftridl, upon a fav%)urable hew 
meafurchtcnt of your Jand, there vtem near five 
hundrtd Begah fecreted in this way, ahd fraudu- 
k’ltiy' enjoyed, by your tenants, for Srhich you 
hi^G received ho ground rent from your being 
'‘invekxl with the Zemindary j of this you may 



'( *94 ) 

be convinced by turning to your Jummah Bun> 
cli» or regifter of your lands fubfequently by me 
tranrmittcd to you. .As you, Qck.vlenncn, havq 
by chat mealurement gained five hundred Bcgah 
or ground, upon a pofleilion only of fix thou- 
‘ &nd two hundred ; you may judg^ from thence, 
vrbat an aftonUhing additional revenue would 
arile to you,, when Soubah of the provinces, from 
a new (thougn favbrabti) meafurement of the 
whole lands. 

*When the revenues, arifing from the lands 
'of this country, are *etained in the proprtttors 
hands (that is, npf farmed out) one univerfal 
chain of roguery runs through the whole, as well 
'as in the rents of |;;h6 lands ^ and there is a feU 
loW'feeling between every one employed in the 
colleflions, from the Dewan* to the lo wed Mo> 
ree, or writer;' and‘4hi«>«he flajahs and Zemin- 
daars.(the great proprietors of, the lands) are no 
more exchrpt from, them the Company is, not* 
withdanding the utmod integrity of their cove- 
nanted lervan'ts: but 1 have fo clearly traced, 
and laid open the nature of thofic frauds (which 
are fimilar throughout the empire) in f ate of 
'the Company's revenues Zemindary, Qftted the 
15th of December^ 1752, that I need not iroub!*. 
you further on that fubjcA, than to refer you 
thereto. 

The wf\.'le intention and aim of J*e(e com* 
municatiois, is to perfwade and convince you, . 
chat be tli j Company's poflefllons in that cc.inicy 
what they will, either lei's or more-, you wil' lie* 
ver gee at their true value, or derive to. your* 

felves 
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lelves and condiments the half of their net ad> 
vantages, by keeping them in hand : the remedy 
is obvious.— —If they are divided into farms, 
in value from five thoufand rupees, to one lac per 
annum^ and put up to public fale to the highed 
bidder, under the fame redridlions and exclufions 
as were dipulated at the fale of your twenty-four 
Purgunna^, then mdtt probably, ‘five-fixths of 
their real value would efulc to the Company. 
And I cannot enough congratulate your having 
happily appointed a Geirtleman (Mr. Sumner) to 
iiicceed Lord Ctive in the government, who is 
andmately acquainted with,* and converfant in all 
matters relative td the lands and revenues ; and 
mod capable of carrying your orders on thefe 

heads into execution. 

1 • 

To lave you the trouble* of references, I will 
fubjoin two letters, .he one addrefled to the the: 
board of Calcutta^ the other to a former chair- 
man i u they are 'both ftriAly connected with 
the fubjed, and will add ftcength and weight to 
my arguments 

I have the honour to be with mod perfect; refpeA, 
Gentlemen, 

Ycur mod Obedient Humble Sesvant,' 


J. Z. HOLWELLi 
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To C. Manninghatn, Efq; Calcutta^ • 

&c. Council. June n, 1759- 

Sir and Sirs- 

T Beg leave to trouble yoli with a few Ibui- 
ments on-fhe the company’s lands 

which have, for Ibmc' cic^.e pall, been the objeft 
of our Councils i the fu" ^ . is of importance to 
our honourable employ .-s, and cannot be too 
much deliberated on. 

I believe we are all unanin:. 3 us io Ibine cir- 
cumftances, which more particularly require our 
attention in this aff;;^r ; to wit, the honour of the 
Company, the acquiring a p’rfsdl knowledge in 
she value of the lands i the ai^itiog tius branch 
> f the revenues lefs complic'*'^. and intricate, -as 
'ell io ' expenlive in the •'ollefiiog »■ b ut 
with reC^ci to the means we lean not quite fo 

clear. Any one gentleman declaring i^Uy his 

opinion on your confuitations, may pollibly 
make us unanimous here alfo. 

The flep wfc arc already determined in, o.' di- 
verting the farmers of all power in the royalties’" 
and judicial p’^^horitics in the Purgunnahs, bids 
fair for the fecurity of the Company’^a Honor j as 
thcl'e articles being heretofore alfo firmed, be- 
came the fource of heavy cruelties and -oppref- 
lions on the tcn.ints.— — But fl'Il there fcoms /o 
be fbmeth'ng wanting to give us a perfedl ^eco- 

jity in this particular i and that is, to t.ke 

the utnlbll care in our power, that tie ^ hole 
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bod/ of the lands do not, by any junto, or 
private confederacy, fall into the' hands of peo* 
pie, with whom we fliould not trull any part of 
our fortunes or confidence. 1 am urged to thia 
precaution, from the propolal laid before you 
the fourth inftanc, by fix or levea confpicuous 
natives of the fettlcment, of an advance of 
110,001 rupees on she who'e lands. With ro- 
ipe& to their propolal, 1 will only add an ofiw 
of 10,000 rupees more pw annum on their 

terms: not that I wiih myfelf, or any one 

elie, in pofldiion of tllgm, on terms lb vague 
ond artfuL 

That keeping* the lands in our own hands, will 
never lead to a knowledge of their real value, is 
now (fo me) pn tvrd beyond contradii^ion. — — 
Some dr thofe who figned the propofal of the 
&uj*th, are well hQpverfanc in the nature of th< .r 
undertakings and^ -oetcer judges (as I am inform- 
ed) are concerqed# thou^ as yet th^ a^. behind 
the curtiun i and to me it is inconceivable, that 
chele Hatlern Machiavels in finefle, would oficr 
iuch an. ■ unnaal advance, without a moral cer- 
lESinty df adequate gains. In this poficion, I am 
(lill more confirmed, by the advance ofiered 
xrtxn other quarters, on dillant and garbled parts 
of the Purgunnabs, which in fa£t exceeds the 
.other. 

If we have been hitherto kept lb far from the 
knowledge of the real value of thefe lands, after 
iixieen months polleffion, what are vk to expeft 
whe^ from the courfe of the fervid they are 
no ^oeer under the condufl of the prcfenc col- 
Q _3 lc&.ori 
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lc(£lor?— whofe knowledge of this branch, moft 
be greatly fuperior to any Gentleman that fuc- 
ceeds him ; and whole vigilance tn the exocutibn 
of this truft, cannot be exceeded. From the ex- 
perience I have had, in infinitely a lefs, though 
iimilar objefl, I know it is impolTible for any 
one Gentleman, with the moft extenfive talents 
and integrity, to fi^rlntend this revenue in fuch 
manner as to prevent Ihc^Cnmpany being injured. 
His attention cannot.be; .very where, con^dence 
muft be placed in a ovjUitude *, and it happens 
unluckily that this con'.dence centers from ne- 
cefliry, in a race of ptjiplc, who, from their in- 
fancy, are utter firangers to tb& idea of common 
faith, or honclfy. 

The other plan of difpofing, of the landv to 
.the multitude of people wKa nave offered art 
Jvance on particular p*arts pf the purgunnahts 
.Jiave flrong, and equal ol>|e£tions to : I am 
Jenfible thcie objections Ihoulu ha^^ e been lud be- 
fore you fooner, and would, had I thought my- 
ielf fooner mailer of the fubjeCl. We know not 
what, or who thefe people are i F fbrefee a^ver^ 
great riique of deficiencies in the rents, as wclPas 
much confufion, and needlefs expence, entailed 
on this expedient} and ourlclves removed as'far 
as ever, from gaining a knowledge of the real 
value of this new and important acquifition. On 
the whole therefore I am of opinion, that there 
is no ef&6lual method to ^ arrive at the knowV' 
ledge of. and make the lands yield every advan- 
tage to our honourable employers, bur by pfic- 
cing then* up to public iaie, in fingle Purgun- 
nahs, ttkider the reltriCUons already puh il^t.' - 
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People of fubftance will then be the only bid* 
den for an intire Purgunnah ; the bad and un« 
profitable parts, will go with the good and va- 
luable } and the rifque of deficiencies in the 
rents, be guarded againft; the expence of col- 
letfling will in a' ipanner be reduced to nothings 
and this branch of the lervtce be rendered lels 
complicated and intiicalje, by having- twenty- 
four purchafers to account with only, in place of 
five or fix hundred. 

J anv with refpcA, See. 

J. Z. H. 




( * 3 ° ) 

yp John Payne, Efijs Calcutta- 

Dec. 30, 1759. 

'Dear Si B, 

fhorten my remarks op the important fub- 
^ jedt of your lands -I inclofe you a copy of 
my letter to the Councils of the 1 1 th of 
when the Ct^ncl was ru sll the Patna expedi> 
tion ; it produttd'lo .r effedt. than poftpon- 
ing our refolves, until h*s arrival ; when the af- 
fair being relumed, hg. did mf the honour, with 
the reft of the board, of tbinkipg my realbns for 
the public fale of the lands by audlion, unan- 
fwerable ; and the fame was refolved on unani- 
moufty. The event more than anfwcrcd thy«eK- 
pedtation. I had taken^great pains in ferret 
iMt the real value of the lands, which was^ovor ^ 
« wilK aimed impenetrable bbfcurity, and dif- 
hculbes V and by an eftimaie •! give the Colo- 
nel at his return, ventured to pronounce they 
would yield feven lac and a half; r-nc* rh" r:tr’ 
of their fale on the 1 3th of J'uly^ amounted to 
Icven lac, fixty-five thoufand fcven hundred Sic“ 
€a rupees, per annumy cxclufive of leveral referves 
in favour of the Company ; fuch as a confider- 
able tradf of land taken from the Fui^gunnah., 
adjoining to Cal utiay to extend it’s bounds i 
all advantages resulting from holding the royal-* 
ties, and judicial proceedings, &c. in our_ own 
hands on the Company's account, fo that I judge 
the whole produce of thefe lands (the before 
mentioned refer ves included) wiH be annually 
tween n’.ie and ten lac t the fum J guiSffed I’lh 
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^ttgland) they would produce, when once in con-r 
fercnce with you upon the futyect. From chi$ 
the Colonel’s Jagghir of two lac, twency-twq 
choul^n<I'- rupees being deducted, there will re- 
main a net arnual revenue to the Company of 
about (even lac, eighty thoufand rupees Sicca per 
annutOt on the fattM lands, which yielded the laft 
year when the revenues were collefled on the 
government's plan, onTv Ihree lac, eighty-four 
thoufand, or thereabout as you will learn from 
the accounts of this reverue new tranrmicted tq 
the Company. I fee the court of Diredtors dare 
with adonifhmenc at this 7ncreale \ you will dare 
too, my dear Siy„ as a proprietor. Methinks 1 
hear them and yc u cry out ! What the Devil be- 
came of this dide encc the lad year ? as it mud 
have, been colled ed beyond a doubt} or from 
'Whence o n this advance anfwer to the preient 
farmers ? The anfwer is eafy and obvious}—— 
the difference felLlhort, in its way to the Comoa- 
pany's treafury by the felf-fame roads, your -for- 
mer revenues were diffipated, prior to thcTreform 
in your Zemindary. As your former Zemin- 

dars could not^ilftly be deemed culpable in that 
cafe, from the fr^uent change of the pod } fo. 
in the prefent no blame properly falls on your 
colledlor, the trud being too ex'tenfive for any 
. of^ tn^n r aiding ; though the frauds are equally 
ci^lious, from the extraordinary increafe at a fair 
.4nd public fale, where the farmers were laid un- 
*der every poflible clyrck and redraint, that can 
^either prevent thtir debaling their lands, or op- 
rprelling the tenants $fand yet there is a moral cer- 
\Uipty off'profic tO'him> at the expiratftMi of the 

three 
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three years; and that they will then yield a 
ther increafe to the Company. —— - ^ 

Before I entirely quit the fubjedb of the lands, 
1 mud clear up a circumfl.anc^', that poflTibly 
may be caufe of wonder to you, viz. by what 

means 1 arrived at their real value. -- In the 

Brd place, I had long and full con vision, that 
the fame of fraud md chicane, ran through 

every Zcmindarw of the provinces; and from a 
general knowleoge of the country granted to us, 
it appeared to me mod adonifhing, they fhould 
yield no more than was brought to the Compa- 
ny's credit, at the dole of the year in laft ; 

when fb fmall a territory as CeUcuua, produced, 
jon a ferutiny and reform, an incrcafe of yg to 
.So,ooo .Sicca rupees per anmten - ■ - ■■■ ■I Oied to 
rious means to trace 'Out iatisfa,^Ory region, 
emd ID account to myfelf for it, bu\ wilhout fuc- 
CCS* until! T learnt by accident lhat three or four 
or tiiC old ftandards employed . aa tax-gatherers, 
and writers in the Purgunnahs, had been difmif- 
led, at the indigation of the.jaew operators. I 
Iciiv pi'lvaiely for one or two of the mod: credit- 
able of thfsm, and enquired into the caufe of their 
difmiflioQ ; and this brought on an opening of 
the whole feene ; and gave me fufHcient founda- 
tion for forming my letter of the nth of 
— Tiius, Sir, having made you mader of th|f 
fubje£t, in as fhort a detail as podible, I fhall 
dole it with this remark; that the fame chain ot 
frauds runs through the whole empire, but more 
particularly in thefe provinces to the heavy arid 
pual lofc of the crown; a ciifcumflancc which 

may 
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way in a future favorable conjunflure, be well 
aflt 4ftd have a more eafy acquifition of the Sou- 

S FTT i and thc 

Company becomes in a fliort time 
the richeft body of fubjefts m the world.- * 


1 am. 

Sir, &c. 


J. Z. H. 

The End of the Fjasi Paai. 
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